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' LL things are ſmall in | their begioniags Avis, 
ſays he Dutch proverb, ſtands upon herring bones, 
and the American fiſhery from Sebaſtian Cabots taking 
up the firſt cod with European err having long ſince ſo far 
encreaſed as to raiſe a very large number of able ſeamen, I 
purpoſe to ſet forth the original right of the Engliſh nation 
to this fiſhery, with the various diminutions thereof by royal 
grants, encroachments and ceſſions, i in order. to illuſtrate this 
matter, wherein the Britiſb naval Power is ſo nearly con- 


vn. King Henry the Seventh made the following grant, to wit, P 
% The king to all to whom, 


% &c. Greeting,” 
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præſentes damus et conce- 


e dimus, pro nobis et here- 


«© dibus noſtris, dilectis nobis 
60 Johanni Cabotto civi Vene- 


a tjarum, ac Ludbvico, Se- 


c baſtiano, et Santo, filiis 
% dicti Johannis, et eorum ac 


* cujuslibet eorum hæredibus 


<« et deputatis, plenam ac li- 


<« beram auctoritatem, facul- 
e tatem et poteſtatem navi- 


* gandi ad omnes partes, re- 
* giones, et ſinus maris Ori- 


< entalis, Occidentalis, et Sep- 
0 tentrionalis, ſub banneris, 


vexillis, et infigniis noſtris, 


cum quinque navibus five 


© navigiis, cujuscunque porti- 


< turz et qualitatis exiſtant, 
« et cum tot et tantis nautis 
et hominibus, quot et quan- 
ce tis in dictis navibus ſecum 
* ducere voluerint, ſuis et eo- 
% rum propriis ſumptibus et 
© expenſis. 

« Ad inveniendum, diſco- 
© operiendum et inveſtigandum 
90 quaſcungue inſulas R patrias, 


„ regiones, fu 
ce zilium et infide 


« gue; Chriftianis omnibus ante 


< hectempora fuer unt i incognite. 


Conceſſimus etiam eiſ- 
dem et eorum cuilibet, eo- 


d unto our beloved 


1 
e provincias gen- 1 
lum in gua- 
* cumgue parte mundi poſutas, 


« theſe preſents do give and 
* grant, for Us and our heirs, 
Jobn Ca- 
* bot, citizen of Venice, and 
« to' Lewis, Sebaſtian and 
„Sanctus, ſons of the ſaid 
* John, and to the heirs and 
** deputies of them and each 


* of them, full and free au- 


** thority, leave and power of 
* ſailing to all parts, regions 


and bays of the eaſt, weſt, 


* and abr ſea, Ks . our 
banners, ſtandards and en- 
« ſigns, with five ſhips or 
0 veſicle, of whateyer burthen 
* and quality they be, and 
with as many and ſuch 
** ſailors and men, as they 
* ſhall be willing to take with 


them in the ſaid ſhips, at 


„their own proper charges 
" and expences. 


* 


0 7 fd out, N and 
inveſligate ary ever iſlands, 
Countries, regions or pro- 
WNCES of gentiles and infi- 
dels, in whatever part of 
theworld ſtuated, which were 
unknown to all Chri ian 36 
* fore theſe times. 


We have alſo 8 to 


A 


= 


% 


a, 


6 


N 


6& 


La) 


' C them, and to every of 


Th W 


4 
, * 
* 


e chem and to the "heirs 


* rumque, et enjadibanc © eorum 
„ hzredibus et deputatis, ac 
« licentiam: dedimus affigendi 
prædictas banneras noſtras 
det inſignia in quacunque 
« villa, . caſtro, inſula 
* ſeu terra * a ſe noviter 
eee, 

% Et quod 
40 Johannes et fili ejuſdem, ſeu 
5 heredes et eorum deputati 
quibuſcumque hujusmodi 


and _— of them and 


a (OE; 


« aſwell nmirs and; 22> 
„ Ggns in whatever village, 


66 town, caſtle, iſland, or firm 5 


villas, caſtra, oppida et in- 


* ſulas a ſe inventas, quæ ſub- 


4 © jugari, occupari, et poſſideri 


boſſint, ſubjugare, occupare 
Iidere valeant, tan- | 


< quam vaſalli noſtri et guber- 


Wee 


<< natores locatenentes et de- 
< putati « n, domini- 


" Wynn wma: rurifhkQionem. * 
* eorumdem villarum, caſtro- 
« rum, oppidorum, inſularum, 


<4 ac ten 


firmæ fic inven- 


_* tarum, nobis wee 1 


+. In cujus & c. 


« Teſte rege apud 72 . 


- monafterium quinto dic 


« Martii. 


- 6 Per ipfar Regen.” 


9 he: 1 had Hlcateabl. Out FOR was 5 A. D. ugh, 
part of the world Sehaftian Cabot, | 


continent in the weltern 


< villages, 


vaſſals and 
** tenants and 


land by them newly found. 


ee 


And that the before 
named Jahn and his ſons, 
< or the heirs and deputies 


of them, may ſubdue, oc 


* cupy and poſſeſs all ſuch 
caſtles, towns and 
* xlands them found, 
<< as ean be ſubdued, occu- 
pied and pon n as our 
—. 

** fame, — ws us the 
* dominion, title and. jur 


« diction of the ſaid villages, es, 


* caſtles, towns, Hands 1 


"yp firm land ſo four 1 | 


n Rr under this , diſcovered the iſland of New- 


B 2 


Pa 


n 5 


fundland, t 
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ogether with the continent, from the 56% or go | 
to the 28% 7 pare of north latitude. 
At his return to England, to uſe his own words reported by 
the learned Buz/igarius preſerved by Ramufio[ a], © he found 
« great tumults among the people, and preparation for wars 
* in Scutland, by reaſon whereof there was no more conſidera- 
< tiom had to this voyage; whereupon he went into Spain to 


the catholic king, and queen Elizabeth. Being favorably 


received he made great diſcoveries for the Spaniard, and was 


held in ſuch eſteem that he was preferred above all other 


pilots that failed to the V Indies, who might not paſs thi- 
ther without his licence; and therefore he was called The 


grand pilot. He was likewiſe made one of the council and 


aſſiſtants touching the affairs of the Vew Indies. Returning 


| afterwards into Exgland king Edward the Sixth, by advice of the 


duke of Somerſet his governor, and protector of the kingdom, 


and the reſt of the king's council, on the 6 day of January, 


1549, in conſideration of his ſervices erformed, and to be 
performed, granted him a yearly "india: of 1 661. 1 45; 4d. 

ſterling for his life: nevertheleſs the beſt accounts we have 
publiſhed of his diſcoveries made for the crown of England 
are thoſe which he gave to ſeveral eminent perſons when in 
Spain. According to that given in a conference with Butri- 
garius, who was the pope's legate there, he failed along the 


| coaſt from the 56 degree north towards the equinoctial, till 


he came to that of the fir 7 land ſince called Florida [G]. 


He was the familiar frien of Peter Martyr of Angleria, 
who was called the Pliny of his age; was ance to Char 
the Firſt king of Spain, Nd when emperor his chief ſecretary, 
and one of his council; and alſo protonotary apoſtolical, 
who in his third decade of the ocean, firſt written to pope 
Leo the Tenth, and afterwards, in 1 516, dedicated, together 


with the two A. to the king, relates to this effect. That 


the north ſeas had | been ſearched by Seelen Caber—that | 


Ia Vol. ii gd "1 Rags, ubi ſupra. 4 
having 
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having furniſhed two ſhips in England at his own charges, 
proceeding with 300 men, he failed till he had advanced far 
towards the north pole; that then turning weſtward, and 
coaſting along the Fowl he was thereby brought ſo far into 
the ſouth, by reaſon of the land bending ſo much ſouthward, 
that it was there almoſt equal in latitude with the ſtraits 
mouth that following the courſe of the land he failed fo far 
towards the weſt that he had the iſland of Cuba on his left 
hand — that he named the lands diſcovered Baccalaos, becauſe 
that in thoſe ſeas he found vaſt numbers of fiſh fo called by 
the inhabitants — that-in many places of theſe regions he had 
ſeen a particular ſort of metal among the inhabitants. 
Francis Lopez de Gomara, a Spamſb prieſt, who was living 

1550, in his general hiſtory of the Je Indies, writes to 
thi is effect, that he who brought moſt certain news of the 
country and people of Baccalaos was Sebaſtian Cabot, who 
ſetting out with two ſhips and 300 men from England failed 
till he came to the <8* Gegree of north latitude ; then ſail- 
ing weſtward he 1 himſelf at Baccalaos, and thence 
failed along the coaſt unto 38 degrees. 
Hackluyt in his collection of voyages, publiſhed ir in 1 «bo, . 5 

ſays, the map of Sebaſtian Cabot, cut by Clement Adam, 

concerning his diſcoverie of the 2 Tadies was then to be 
* ſeen in her majeſties privie gallery at falle and i in 
many other ancient merchants houſes.” _ 

And John de Laet of Antwerp, an author of good. . 
who in 1633 publiſhed at Leyden a deſcription of the Weſt 
India in eighteen books, and whom Daniel Heinſius, in his 
commendatory verſes prefixed to the work, calls Rebus e juſadem 

Indie præfecium, in his introduction to the ſecond book, 
ſpeaking of the northern part of the American. continent 
extending ſouthward from the 54 degree of North Latitude, 
ſays, it is at this day called New France, not becauſe theſe 
_ « countries were firſt LITE or diſcovered by the French; for 
1 * before the navi n of the Breton and V e 
r 1 3 France 


e i 

Ne. Auen Rieter of the Maarten Narron 
France to theſe lands, a great part of the coaſt was not only 
«« traced, but alſo delineated by John and Sebaſtian Cabot, 
ienetiant, under the auſpices 2 Henry the Seventh king of 
England, as the maps by them publiſhed declare, of which 
not a few remain in England at this time. 

Father Charlevoix [o], after ſpeaking of Eftoriland, fps; 
« more. certain it is that about the year 1497 a Venetian 
named John Gabot (Cabot or Gabato) and his three ſons, 
ho had fitted out at the expence, or at leaſt under the 
authority, of Henry the Seventh king of England, diſ- 
covered the iſland 2 Newfoundland, and a part of the 
= neighbouring continent. They even add that they brought 
dito Lanabn four ſavages of thoſe countries; but good au- 
1 <<. thors have written that they never landed in any place ei- 
= - ther of the ifland or the continent.” This Jeſuit, though 
for the advancement of the intereſt of France he is ever ſol- T 
licitous to prejudice the rights of the Engliſb, names none of 
his good authors whom he ſuppoſes to have teſtified to the 
negative of the Cabot: landing in Fay part of the: countries * 


T Ry them diſcovered. 


i OT: n. 


1 N ws the Bighth bei two fair ſhips ips, well man- 
| ned and victualled, with ſkilful pilots, to ſeek ſtrange 
regions. On the 20% of May they failed from the Thames. 
Of their proceeding we have this ſhort account remaining, . 
that' failing very far north weſtward one of the ſhips was caſt 
away as it entered into a dangerous gulph about the opening 
between the north parts of Newfoundland and the country 
aaualled by queen Elizabeth Mera Incognita; whereupon: the 
other ſhip ſhaping her courſe towards cape Britton, and the 
coaſt of Morumbegu, and oftentimes putting their men on 
1 Wild, o ſearch the ſtate of thoſe unknown regions, *” 
apt tb an Fails H Hiſt dr la Nouv. e tom. i, p. * 


turned ” 
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turned home about the beginning of Oftober of the year afore- 
ſaid [d]. 


Mr. Hore, a merchant of Lease being alſiſted by the fa-'A. D. 1536. 


vour and good countenance of king Henry the Eighth, with 


divers others, in two ſhips, in which were about 120 perſons, 
whereof 30 were gentlemen, ſailed on diſcoveries. The firſt. 
land they made was about cape Breton. Sailing thence they 


came to the iſland of Penguin, lying about ten leagues to 
the northward of cape Bonaviſta, and three or four leagues 
from the neareſt part of MVewfoundland. Afterwards they 


went on ſhore upon the eaſt fide of MVewfoundland, and 


having ſtaid there ſome time, their proviſions failing them, 
and grievous diſaſters enſuing . they returned to 
England in October [el. 

N otwithſtanding the great diſtreſs 'which befel this: com- 


pany, in a few years the Engliſb reſorted frequently to Vew- 
foundland tor the benefit of the fiſhery, as appears from an 
act of parliament paſſed in the reign of king Edward the 
Sixth, in favour of perſons concerned in the fiſhing trade, l VL 


wherein it is thus declared, For as much as within theſe © 
few years now laſt paſt there hath been levied, perceived, 

and taken, by certaine of the officers of the An of 
* ſuch merchants and fiſhermen, as have uſed and practiſed 


the adventures and journeyes into and, Newrounp- 
„LAN b, Ireland, and other places commodious for fiſhing, 


„ and the getting of fiſn, in and upon the ſeas or other- 


« wiſe, by way of merchants in thoſe parts, divers great 


£ 


N 


exactions, as ſums of money, doles or ſhares of fiſh, 
and ſuch other like things, to the great diſcourage- 


ob 


A 


ment and hinderance of the ſame merchants and fiſher- 


* men, and to no little damage of the whole common 
« wealth; and whereof alſo great complaints have been 


made, and informations alſo yearly to the king's majeſties 
© moſt- honourable councel. For reformation wanreel, and 


Bake Hackl. vol. i. p. 317. (e) Id. ib. 
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« to the intent alſo that the faid merchants and fiſhermen 


* may have occaſion the rather to practiſe and uſe the ſame 
trade of merchandiſe and fiſhing, freely, without any ſuch 
charges or exactions, as is before limited, whereby it is to 
* be thought that more plentie of fiſh ſhall come into this 


© realme, and thereby to have the ſame at more reaſonable 


W prices. 
he it therefore matted” &c. 


8 E G T. III. 


N EX FOUNDL AND, with the adjacent countries, 
lands, and fiſheries, was in a manner the moſt noto- 
rious by Sir Humphrey Gilbert more clearly annexed and 
fully brought under ſubjection to the crown of England, of 


which we have a particular relation given by Mr. Eduard 


Hayes, whereby it appears that on the 11* of June Sir 
Ewing failed with five ſhips manned with about 260 men, 


: Hou Cauſet bay, near P. ao The largeſt, burthen 200 


ther to Sir Humphrey, Mr. Hayes was captain and owner of 


tons, named the Rawley, was vice admiral, and fitted out by 3 
the illuſtrious perſon whoſe name ſhe bore, who was half bro- 3 
the ſhip Golden Hinde, the rear admiral. On the 34 of Aug 

having entered and come to an anchor in the We Va of St. 
John, the captains and maſters repaired on board their admiral, 


{© whither,* to proceed in the authors words, alſo came im- 


« mediately the maſters and owners of the fiſhing fleet of 


Engliſbmen, to underſtand the general's intent, and cauſe of 


_ © our arrival there. They were all ſatisfied when the general 


had ſhewed his commiſſion, and purpoſe to take poſſeſſion 


of thoſe lands to the behalf of the crown of England, and 
the advancement of Chri/tian religion in thoſe Paganiſh 
regions, requiring but their lawful aid for repairing of his 
fleet, and ſupply of ſome neceſſaries, ſo far as conveniently 


4: * might be aftorded him, both out of that and other harbours 


60 adjoining. | 
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« adjoining. In lieu whereof he made offer to gratify them 
« with an favour and privilege which upon their better 
« advice they ſhould demand, the like being not. to be ob- 
« tained hereafter for greater price. 80 craving expedition of 
« his demand, minding to proceed further South without 
long deterition in-thoſe parts, he diſmiſſed them, after. pro- 


< miſe given of- their beſt endeavour to fatisfy ſpeedily his ſo 


<« reaſonable requeſt. The merchants with their maſters 
«6 er they cauſed forthwith to be diſcharged all the 


ce great ordnance of their fleet in token of our oa,” 


« It was further determined that every ſhip of our fleet 


« ſhould deliver unto the merchants and maſters of that har- 
e bour.a note of all their wants; which done the ſhips, as well 
« Engliſh as ſtrangers, were taxed at an eaſy rate to make 
«ſupply. And beſides, commiſſioners were appointed, part 
 * of our own company, and part of theirs, to go into other 


“ harhours adjoining (for our Engliſh merchants command all 
* there) to levy our proviſion; whereunto the Portugals (above 
other nations) did moſt willingly and liberally contribute; 


$ e as we were preſented (above our allowance) with 

wines, marmalads, moſt fine ruſke or biſket, ſweet. Oils, 
and ſundry. delicacies.” After mentioning what is at 
preſent immaterial, the author ſays that, on monday following, 
the general bad his tent ſet up, who being accompanied 
« with his own followers, ſummoned the merchants and 


* maſters, both Exgliſb and ſtrangers, to be preſent at his 


taking poſſeſſion T thoſe countries. Before whom openly 
% was . 51 and interpreted unto the ſtrangers, his com- 


« miſſion; by virtue whereof he took paſſeſſion in the ſame 


harbour of St. ahn, and 2co leagues every way, inveſted 


the queens majeſty with the title and dignity thereof, had 


delivered unto him (after the cuſtom of England) a . and 
a turf af the ſame ſoil, entering poſſeſſion alſo for him, his 


« heirs and aſſigus for ever: and ſignified unto all men, that 


"= * from that time forward they ſhould take the fame land as a 


C. . territory 


. I 8 


— A tis <> — # 4 
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o 


. winch grounds they did convenant to pay a certain rent 


The Anctenr RicuT of -the Exorisn Nation 
* territory appertaining to the queen of England, and himſelf 


- 


* 


* 


« ordain laws for the government thereof, agreeable (0 near 


« as conveniently might be) unto the laws of England, under 


* 


which all people coming thither hereafter, either to in- 
habit or by way of traffick, ſhould be ſubjected and go- 


** 


5 


A 


« ly, That is to ſay, the firſt for religion, which in public 


« exerciſe ſhould be according to the church of England. 
«© The 24 for maintenance of her majeſties right and poſ- 
« ſeſſion of thoſe territories, againſt which if any thing were 


« attempted prejudicial the party or parties offending ſhould 


be adjudged and executed as in caſe of high treaſon, ac- 

« cording to the laws of England. The 3* if any perſon 
* ſhould utter words ſounding to the ae of her majeſty 
« he ſhould looſe his ears, and have bis ſhip and goods con- 


“ fiſcate. 
« Theſe contents publiſhed obedience was mami by 


« general voice and conſent of the multitude as well of Eng- 


«© hf men as ſtrangers, praying for continuance of this poſ- 


« ſeſſion and government begun. After this the aſſembly 
c was diſmiſſed; and afterward were erected not far from 


that place the arms of England, ingraven in lead, and infixed 


*© upon a pillar of wood. Yet further and actually to eſtab- 


< liſh this poſſeſſion taken in the right of her majeſty, and 


*< to the behoof of Sir Humphrey Gilbert knight, his heirs and 


aſſigns for ever, the general granted in fee farm divers 


* parcels of land lying by the water fide, both in this har- 


* bour of St. John, and elſewhere, which was to the owners 


a great commodity, being thereby aſſured (by their proper 


| E inheritance) of grounds convenient to dreſs and to dry their 


* fiſh, whereof many times before they did fail, being pre- 
« vented by them that came firſt into the harbour. For 


and 


= 


authorized under her majeſty to poſſeſs and enjoy it, and to 


« verned. And eſpecially at the ſame time for a beginning 
he poſed and delivered three laws to be in force immediate 
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the AMERICAN FISHERY, Se. 
« and ſervice unto Sir Humphrey Gilbert, his heirs or aſſigns 


e for ever, and yearly to maintain poſſeſſion of the ſame, by 
«* themſelves or their aſſigns. 


Now remained only to take in proviſion game, accord- 
«© ing as every ſhip was taxed which did fiſh upon the coaſt 


„ adjoining. In the mean while the general appointed men 
« unto their charge; ; ſome to repair and trim the ſhips, 
others to attend in gathering together our ſupply and pro- 
viſions; others to ſearch the commodities and ſingularities 
of the country, to be found by fea or land, and to make 
relation unto the general what either chemſelves could know 
« by their own travail and experience, or by good intelligence 
of men, Engliſh or ſtrangers, who had longeſt frequented 
the ſame coaſt, Alſo ſome obſerved the elevation of the 

<< pole, and drew plats of the country exactly graded; and 


by that I could gather by each mans ſeveral relation I 


„have drawn a brief deſcription of the Newfoundland, with 


the commodities by ſea or land already made, and ſuch alſo 
< as are in poſſibility and great likelihood to be made: never- 


* theleſs the cards and * that were drawing, with the 


due 
with the admiral; wherefore in the deſcription following 
] muſt omit the particulars of ſuch things. 


Then follows a brief relation of the Weufondland and 


commodities thereof, which the author begins thus. 


« That we do call the Newfoundland, and the French men 


« Baccalaes, is an iſland, or rather (after the opinion of ſome) 


<6 "=> conſiſteth of ſundry iſlands and broken lands, ſituate in 
the North regions of America, upon the gulph and entrance 
<< of the great river called St. Laurence in Canada; into the 
which navigation may be made both on the South and 
North fide of this iſland. The land lyeth South and 
North, containing in, length between 3 and 400 miles, 
accounting from cape Race (which is in 46 deg. 25 min.) 

** unto the gud bay in 52 deg. of OI 10 \ 
| Cz 7 
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gradation of the harbours, bays and capes, did periſh 


R 


yas 4 


12 


N * = his Pome! and his pre- [8] Hackligt, vol, i. p. 697. 


De ANciExr Ricur of the EncLisH Narrow 
" T he iſland round about hath very many goodly bays and 


. harbours, ſafe roads for ſhips, the like not to be tound in 
% any part of the known world [/].“ 


Mr. Hayes in the former part of his relation ſays, The 


« firſt Ae of theſe coaſts (never heard of before) was 


«« well begun by the Cabos, who were the firſt finders out of 

all that great tract of land ſtretching from the cape of 

Florida unto thoſe iſlands which we now call the Mew 
c foundland, all which OP brought and: annexed. unto- the 


crown of England. 


With Sir Humphrey went Stephen Kid 2 learned 


Hungarian, and who was loſt with him in their return [g]. 
In a Latin letter to Mr. Hackluy!, dated at St. Jahns haven 


in Newfoundland the 6 of Aveuf 1583, wherein he gives 
an account of their proceedings, he expreſſes himſelf thus [4]. 


In hunc locum tertio Auguſti appulimus : quinto autem 722 


admiralius has regiones in ſuam et regni Anglie paſſaſſonem 
poteſlatemque vendicavit, latis quibuſaam legibus ds ein er 
obſequio reginæ Anglie. %% We arrived at this place the 3* of 


« Auguſt; on the ʒ the admiral reduced theſe nh into 


& the poſſeſſion 5 power of himſelf and the kingdom of 


« England, having given certain laws concerning reno" and 
e obedience to the queen of England.” 


The grant and authority in virtue whereof Sir B 


Gilbert proceeded were made and given to him by letters 


patent iſſued under the great ſeal of the kingdom; and it is 
to be remembered that the territorial juriſdiction which was 
thus eſtabliſhed in the crown of England compriſes all thoſe 


portions of the main land which in part ſurround and form 


the great bay or gulph, as well as the gulph, together with the 
iſland of Newfoundland, and all the adjacent iſlands ſeas and 


fiſhing- banks; and moreover ex tends ſo far as to compriſe the wy 


Ef] Hackliyt, vol. i. p. 686, K. tenſions periſhed with him,” vol. i. 
[g] Charlevoix ſpeaking of Sir Hum- p- 418. 
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country of Moba Scotia, according to its limits given by tre 

grant to Sir William Alexander. And it is to be noted that 

at the time of this proceeding, or at any other: time during 

the reign of queen Elizabeth, no other Cbriſtian prince had 
poſſeſſion of any part of the land thus compriſed. - It may 
be obſerved that in conſequence of Sebaſtian Cabots difcover- 

ing the country of Baccalaos, and his return with the tidings to 
Europe, the Portugueſe, Spaniſh and French, as well as Enghſb 
fiſhermen reſorted early to the new found land, of which | 
deſcriptive words an appellative was in time formed by the 
Engliſh, and appropriated to the great iſland which was the 

chief ſeat of this fiſhery, and Stephen Parmenius [i] ſays that 

when. Sir Humphrey Giltere entered St. Johns harbour they 
found about twenty Porrugol and 2 80 72 ſhips there, beſides 
che ſhips of; the hl. | 


SE © 3 M mn 


N the reign of king James I: various meaſures were taken 
for ſettling and i in . and the fiſhery. 
For this purpoſe, 
His majeſty by letters. patent incorporated: the carl af; A. D. 1610 
| Northampton lord privy ſeal, lord chief baron Tanfield, Sir 
John Doddridge one of the kings ſerjeants at law, Sir Francis 
Bacon. his ſolicitor general, Sir Daniel Dun, Sir Walter Cope, 
Sir Percival Willoughby, and Sir John Gonftable kni ght ts, and 
forty other perſons by name, and their aſſociates, giving them 
ample powers and privileges, and granted to them and their 
ſucceſſors, after making them a ſpecial grant of part, all thoſe 
countries, lands, and iſlands, commonly called Vewfoundland, 
which are fituate between forty and fix degrees of northerly 
latitude, and two and fifty degrees of the like latitude, * The 
ſettlement of Newfamdland was not purſued and advanced by, 
this great company according to the expectations formed 


*[#} Hackluyt, — 4 p. 697 | 


4 


— 


upon 


The Axctent RicuT of the ENoLIsH Nation 
upon their eſtabliſhment ; they did indeed, in order to plant 
a colony there, ſend a number of perſons under the direction 
of Mr. Jahn Guy a worthy merchant of Bri//o/, and one of 
the company, who had induſtriouſly ſolicited the making of 

_ a ſettlement in /Vewf/oundland, but having ſtaid there two years 
he returned. ON by e 
The other meaſures taken hereupon will appear from a 
treatiſe written by captain Richard I hitbourme of Exmouth, 
publiſhed in 1623, together with a copy of the proceedings 
of the king, and of his council, relative to it, containing the 
following order from his majeſty, and letter from the lords of 
the council to the archbiſhops of Canterbury and York, to wit. 


At Theobalds, the 1 2 of April, 162 2. 1 
His majeſty is graciouſly pleaſed that the lords arch- 
<< biſhops of Canterbury and York do in their ſeveral provinces 
proceed according to the letters of the lords of the council, 
bearing date the laſt of June 1621 as well in recommend- 
ing captain ¶ bitbournes diſcourſe concerning /Vewfound- 
land, ſo as the ſame may be diſtributed to the ſeveral 
© pariſhes of this kingdom, for the encouragement of adven- 
e turers unto the plantation there, as alſo by furthering (in 
the moſt favourable manner they can) the collections to be 
** thereupon made in all the ſaid pariſhes, towards the charge 

< of printing and diſtributing thoſe books, and the ſaid captain 
* FYhitbournes good endeavours and ſervice, with expence of 
his time and means in the advancing of the ſaid plantation, 
and his ſeveral great loſſes received at ſea by pirates and 


| < otherwiſe, of which his majeſty hath been credibly certified. 
| Then follows the letter of the lords of the council in theſe 


-words, 
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| | After our very hearty commendations to your good lord- 
an << ſhips,” © Whereas captain Richard M hitbourne of Exmouth 
Lin the county of Devon, gentleman, having ſpent much 

1 9 time 


— 
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« time in Meæufoumdland (whither he hath made ſundry. | 
voyages, and ſome by expreſs. commiſſions) hath ſet down 

in writing divers good obſervations and notes touching the 

« ſtate and condition of that country and the plantation there, 

« which being by order from us now printed, it is deſired to 

i be publiſhed throughout the kingdom for the furthering. 

% and advancement of the ſaid plantation, and to give in- 

« couragement to ſuch as ſhall be willing to adventure therein 

« and aſſiſt the ſame, either in their perſons or otherwiſe, to 
„which we think the publication of this book may much 

« conduce: and we do give good approbation to his good | 

« endeavours and purpoſe. So have we thought fit earneſtly - 

to recommend him unto your lordſhips good favours both 

« for the diſtribution of his books within the provinces of 

Canterbury and York, unto the ſeveral pariſhes thereof, and 

« alſo for your lordſhips help and furtherance, that after his 
great travels and charges, wherein he hath ſpent much of 
his time and means, having long been a merchant of good 

« eſtate, he may reap by your lordſhip aſſiſtance ſome profit 

of his labours, and towards the printing and diſtributing | 
the ſaid books by ſuch a voluntary contribution as ſhall be 

„ willingly given and collected for him within the ſeveral 

e pariſh churches of the ſaid provinces ; which will be both 

* a good encouragement unto others in the like endeavours - 
for the ſervice of their country, and ſome reward to him for 

« the great charge, travels and divers loſſes at ſea which he 

« hath received, as we are credibly certified. And ſo com- 

'« mending him earneſtly to your good way we bid your 

lordſhips very heartily farewell. From J/biteball the laſt: 

day of June 1621. , PLS 098 Pea wy Tha 11 
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Lord treaſurer, lord privy ſeal, duke of Lenox, marquis 

« Hambleton, earl of Arundell, earl of Kelly, lord viſcount. 
«© Doncaſter, lord viſcount Faullland, maſter treaſurer, maſter: 
* ſecretary Calvert, maſter of the rolle. 
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The Ancient Rich of the ENGLISH Nation + 
The purpoſe of this work, as declared in the authors dedi- 


cation to his majeſty, was to “ beget a diſpoſition in all his 


* ſubjects for a plantation in Newfoundland, grounded upon 
« reaſon of induſtry both generally and particularly profitable 
to the undertakers and poſterities, as well in matters of 
wealth as alſo the means for increaſe of defence and power.” 


The author begins his addreſs to his majeſtys good ſubjects 
Rows. © 1 „„ 
„Having had my breeding for many years together in the 

«* courſes of merchandizing and navigation, I have, through 
« the expence of my time in that calling, ſet this down to 
myſelf, for my duty therein, to obſerve and collect wherein 
my labours might become profitable to my country ; and 
the rather becauſe I could not be ignorant how much the 
maintenance and increale of ſhipping and mariners. concerns 


66 


66 


dus, who may fitly be ſtiled the nation of the ſea, which 


general reaſons were more and more commended to me by 
e more particular conſiderations offered me in the notice I 
took of the diſpoſition and affairs of other ſtates to which 
* ours hath relation. ” 


This author made his firſt voyage to Newfoundland in or 


about the year 1580. He was preſent at Sir Humphrey 
Gilberts authoritative proceeding there in 1583; and about two 
years after making another voyage thither he was there when 


(to uſe his words) one Sir Bernard Drake of Devonſhire 


« knight came thither with a commiſſion, and having divers 
good ſhips under his command he there took many Portugat 
„ ſhips laden with fiſh and train oil, and brought them into 


„England as prizes. In the year 1588 he ſerved under 


the lord admiral as captain of a ſhip of his own, fitted out at 


his expence againſt the Spaniſh armada; after which he re- 


turned to the fiſhing trade at Newfoundland, having in the 
courſe of about 40 years made frequent voyages thither be- 
fore writing this treatiſe, the preface whereof contains the fol- 
:lowing paragraph. In the year 1615 1 returned again to 

— | * Newfound- 


. 


there were then on that coaſt, of your 
% above 250 fail of ſhips great and ſmall, The burthens and 
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& Newfoundland, carrying with me a commiſſion out of the 


high court of admiralty, authorizing me to impannel juries, 
e and to make enquiry upon oath of ſundry abuſes and diſ- 


“orders committed amongſt fiſhermen yearly upon that 
* coaſt, and of the fitteſt means to redreſs the ſame, with 
„ ſome other points having a more particular relation to the 
office of the lord admiral,” Afterwards in the diſcourſe 
he informs the king that in the month of June, in Trinity bay, 
he began, to the uſe of his majeſty, to execute his commiſſion; 
by precept called the maſters of the Engliſſʒ ſhips that were 

near thereunto---that in other harbours he did the hke---that 
the juries impannelled were compoſed of 170 maſters of 
 ſhips---that- by their preſentments under their hands and ſeals 


preſentments at his return he delivered into the high court of 
admiralty. £7 1 Hob. 

Another part of the work contains this paſſage, * In the 
year 1615, when I was at Vewfoundiand, with the com- 
miſſion before mentioned, which was an occaſion of my 
taking the more particular obſervations of that country, 
majeſtys ſubjects, 


* tonnage of them all one with another, ſo near as I could 
take notice, allowing every ſhip to be at leaſt threeſcore 


tun (for as ſome of them contained leſs, ſo many of them 


t held more) amounted to more than x 5,000 tuns. Now for 
l every threeſcore tun burthen, according to the uſual man- 


<< ning of ſhips in thoſe voyages, agreeing with the note I then 


took, there are to be ſet down 20 men and boys, by which 


< computation in 250 fail there were no leſs than 3000 per- 


_ < ſons. Now every one of theſe * ſo near as I could 


gueſs, had about x 20, ooo filb, and five tun of train oil one 
< with another ; ſo that the total of the ſiſh in 2450 ſail of 


Gy ſhips, when it was brought into England, France, or 
Spain, being ſold after the rate of four pound for every 
Wh D. 


— 


they preſented ſundry abuſes committed in the fiſhery, which 


e thouſand 
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The ANciENT Rich of the ExcLIsH NaTioN 


| „ thouſand of fiſh, ſixſcore fiſhes, to the hundred, which is 


not a penny a fich, and if it yield leſs it was ill ſold, amounted 
in money to 120,000 pounds,” | 

Now, as I have ſaid before, allowing to every ſhip of 60 
« tun at leaſt five tun of train oil, the total of all that ariſeth 
© to 1250 tun, each tun, whether it be ſold in England, or 
e elſewhere, being under-valued at 12 pounds; ſo as the 
whole value thereof in money amounteth to the ſum of 
« 15,000 pounds, which added to the fiſh it will appear that 


ce the total value of the fiſh and train oil of thoſe 250 fail of 


«* ſhips that year might yield to your majeſtys ſubjects better 
than the ſum of 135,000 pounds, omitting to reckon the 
< over-prices which were made and gotten by the fale thereof 
in foreign countrys, being much more than what! Is uſually 
made at home; and ſo the like in other years.” 

The meaſures that were then taking in order to the effectual 
ſettlement of TVewfoundland will appear from a paper pre- 
fixed to this work, containing the following account thereof. 

e The names of ſome who have undertaken to help and 


advance his majeſtys plantation in the Newfoundland, VIZ, 


„The right honourable Henry lord Cary, viſcount of 


© Faulkland, lord deputy general of the kingdom of Ireland, 


« hath undertaken ta plant a colony of his majeſtys ſubjects 
in the Newfoundland; and his lordſhip: hath ſent thither 


from Ireland this year 1623 many men and women under 


the conduct of Sir Francis Tanfill knight, with all neceſſaries 


fit for them to build houſes, eleanſe land for gardens, 


© meadow and tillage, and likewiſe to provide a place fitting 


for fiſhing, and ſuch neceffaries as appertain thereunto for 
© a greater number of people (God willing) to be ſent thither 


the next year, and his honour is well 3 to entertain 


« ſuch as ſhall be willing to be adventurers with him therein, 
** upon very large and fit conditions, which are ſet forth in 
print, by his lordſhips order; and in his honours abſence he 


— hath authorized his * maſter Leonard * gentle- 


'F man 
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«© man, by warrant under his hand and ſeal, to ratify whatſoever 


_ * ſhall be by him concluded with any in this kingdom therein. 


The ſaid maſter Yelfeds houſe is at the lower end of &.. 


« Martins lane in the field.” 
« The right honourable Sir George Calvert knight, princi- 
ce pal ſecretary unto the kings moſt excellent majeſty, hath 


ce alſo undertaken to plant a large circuit of that country, who 


<« hath already ſent thither a great number of men and wo- 
«© men, with all neceſſary proviſions fit for them, where they 
« live pleaſantly, building of houſes, cleanſing of land for 
corn and meadows, cabage, carrots, turnips and ſuch like; 
« and they are preparing to make falt for the preſerving of 

« fiſh, and for divers other ſervices. And his honour is like- 


ce wiſe well pleaſed to entertain ſuch as will adventure with 


ce him therein upon very large and fit conditions, as are to * 
<« fem.” 


© The worthy Jahn Slany of London, merchant, who is one 


ce of the undertakers of — Wewfoundland plantation, and is 
« treaſurer unto the patentees of that ſociety, who have main- 
<« tained a colony of his majeſtys ſubjects there above twelve 
« years, and they are willing to entertain ſuch as will further 
<« and help the ſaid plantation, upon fit conditions,” i 
« Some worthy citizens of the city of Briſtal have under- 
ce taken to plant a circuit of that country, and they have 
ce maintained a colony of his majeſtys ſubjects there above fix 


ce years, who live there pleaſantly, and they are well pleaſed to 


cc entertain ſuch as will be adventurers with them.“ 
« The worthy William Vaughan of Taracod, in the county 


cc of Caermarthen, doctor of the civil law, hath undertaken 


© to plant a colony of his majeſtys ſubjects in /Vewfoundland, 

cc and did ſend thither in two ſeveral years a great number of 
idle people that in all that time had not done there any 
« labour for the foreſaid doctor to the value of a penny, 


© whereof I did acquaint him at my return from that coun- 


6 try, ſo as he ſent for them all home again, and now he is 
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te providing again to ſend thither this next year r 1624 A greater 


ce pleaſed to entertain any ſuch as ſhall be willing to be 
« adventurers with him therein, upon fit conditions.” 

And there are many other right honourable and right 
* worſhipful lords and kni 


** Newfoundland plantation, whoſe names are not herein men- 
« tioned; and it is well ho 


ped that divers other worthy 
« perſons will alſo put their helping hand to advance the 


* ſame, when they are given to underſtand what honour and 


benefit may accrue thereby.” 
The preſent occaſion, it is app Freds, Sith not require 


ſetting forth the effects of the ſeveral ines at this time 


carrying on and concerted for the better ſettlement of Vew- 
foundland, nor am I capable of doing it were it neceſſary; 

but it may not be amiſs to obſerve that Sir George Calvert 
having begun his ſettlement at Ferriland in 1621, ſome years 
afterwards removed thither with his family, where we are 


told he built a good houſe, erected a ſtrong fort, ſtaid feveral 


years, and then returned to England, in ooes to get what he 
obtained, a 


vancement of his 


with reſpe& to that important part of the country of "A 


calaos which partly forms the n and ſouthern ſides of 
the gulph, extending thence near W. 8. W. named in a very 
p which I have ſeen Arcadia, and thence- 


probably Acadia and Acadie, it is to be obſerved that the 
French having in the former part of that kings reign ſeated 
themſelves there, in 1612 or 1613, when attemp 
new encroachments, Sir Samuel Argall diſpoſſeſſed and drove 


them clean out of it, carrying away their commanders pri- 


* D. 1620. — — And on the 3* of November 1620 king 


James, 


people than he did before, and is alſo well | 


ghts, which are undertakers in the 


grant of the country which is now the province 


of Maryland. Doctor Vaugban likewiſe for the better ad- 


plantation went to Vewforndland, and 


during his reſidence there v wrote his poem entitled the Golden: 
Fleece. 
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to th AMERICAN FISHERY, c. 
7 , by his letters patent paſſed under the great ſeal of the 
ingdom of England, wherein after mentioning a prior divi- 
fion of. the Dy” intending to make plantations in America, 
in order to form two diſtin& colonies, and alſo mentioning 
the meaſures taken for eſtabliſhing the firſt colony, it is thus 
recited © Now foraſmuch as we 6 Have been in lle manner 
« humbly petitioned unto by our truſty and well beloved 
« ſervant Sir Ferdinando Gorges. knight, captain of our fort 
and ifland by Plymouth, and by certain the * knights 
« and gentlemen adventurers of the {aid ſecond colony, and 
« by diverſe other perſons of quality who now intend to be- 
their aſſociates, diverſe of which have been at great and 
extraordinary charge, and ſuſteyned many loſſes in ſeeking. 
and diſcovering a place fit and convenient to lay the foun- 
dation of a hopeful plantation, and have Fr years paſt 
* by Gods aſſiſtance and their own endeavours taken actual. 
poſſeſſion of the continent hereafter mentioned, in our 
„name and to our uſe as ſoverain lord thereof, and have ſet- 
« led already ſome of our people in places agreeable to their 
« defares in thoſe parts, and, in na of proſperous ſuc- 
« ceſs therein 1 the continuance of Gods divine bieſſing, 
. | of rmiſhon, have reſolved in a more plentiful 
« and efeftual manner to proſecute the ſame, and to that 
e and intent have desired of us for their better en- 
couragement and ſatisſaction therein, and that they may: 
4 2 all confuſion queſtions or differences between-them- 
« ſelves and thoſe of the faid rſt colonie, that we would bke- 
« wife be graciouſly pleaſed to make certain adventurers: 
< intending to erect and eſtabliſn #/bery, trade and plantation 
« within the territories, precindts and limits of the faid: ſecond 
„and their ſucceſſors, one ſeveral diſtin and entire 
« body, and to grant unto them ſuch eſtate, liberties, privi- 
< Jeges, enlargements and immunities there as are in theſe our 
<« letters patents hereafter particularly expreſſed and declared. 
« And foraſmuch as we have been EY given. to ee 
66 1 
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« ſtand by divers of our good ſubjects that have for theſe 
{© many years paſt frequented thoſe coaſts and territories be- 
ce tween the degrees of forty and forty eight, that there is no 
* other the ſubjects of any Chriſſian king or ſtate by any 
© authority from their ſovereigns lords or princes actually in 
© poſſeſſion of any the ſaid lands or precincts, whereby any 
right, claim, intereſt or title may might or ought by that 
© means accrue belong or appertain unto them, or any of 
« them;” did by the advice of the lords and others of his 
privy council fy and eſtabliſh that a portion of the conti- 
nent of America, contained within certain limits hereafter 
mentioned, with all the ſeas and iſlands within thoſe limits, 
ſhould be the limits of the ſecond colony, to be thence forth 
for ever called by the name of Mew England in America; and 
did ordain, conſtitute and appoint that there ſhould. be for 
ever thereafter in the town of Plymouth one body politic with 
perpetual ſucceſſion, to conſiſt of forty perſons, to be named 
The council eftabliſhed at Plymouth in the county of Devon, for 
the planting, ruling, ordering and governing of New England in 
America; and did alſo appoint the duke of Lenox, marquis 
Buckingham, marquis Hamilton, earl of Pembroke, earl of 
Arundell, earl of Bath, earl of Southampton, earl of Saliſbury, 
earl of Warwick, viſcount Hadaington, lord Zouch, lord Shef- 
field, lord Gegen Sir Edward Seymour knight and baronet, 
Sir Robert Manſell, and ſeventeen other knights, Mathew | 
Sutcliffe dean of Exeter, Robert Heath eſquire, and fix others 
of the ſame degree, to be the firſt council eſtabliſhed at Ply- 
mouth &c, and did by the advice aforeſaid thereby grant 47 
confirm unto the ſaid council, and to their ſucceſſors for 
ever, all that part of America extending in breadth from the 
fortieth to the forty eighth degree of north latitude inclufively, 
and in length throughout the main land from ſea to ſea, 


with the iſlands and ſeas einig Notwithſtanding this 
proceeding, | 
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10 t* AMERICAN FISHERY, &e. 23 
On the 10 day of September 1621, king James by his A. D. 1621. 
charter, after reciting among other things that he had always 
been intent to embrace every opportunity of promoting the 
| honour and emolument of his kingdom of Scotland | ms 
emper ad quambibet que ad decus et emolumentum regni noftii 
| Stotiee ſpeclaret occafionem amplefiandum fuiſſe intentos] and 
that Sir William Alexander knight, who was the firſt that at 
his own expence of his countrymen endeavoured to deduce a 
foreign colony, had requeſted divers lands, circumſcribed by 
. limits therein after mentioned, to be peopled, through his 
royal care for the propagation of the Chriſtian religion, and 
for acquiring the opulence proſperity and peace of his natural 
ſubjects of his kingdom of Scotland, as other foreign princes 
in like caſes had done, with the advice and conſent of 8 
earl of Marr, his counſellor and treaſurer, and of the reſt of 
the lords commiſſioners of his ſaid kingdom, * did give 
grant and diſpoſe unto the ſaid Sir William Alexander, his 
« heirs or aſſigns, hereditarily, all-and ſingular the lands of 
c the continent and the iſlands ſituated in America within 
« cape Sable, lying in forty three degrees north latitude, or 
ce thereabouts; thence along the coaſt to &. Marys bay, "ff 
** thence paſſing northward by a right line Fra 4 the gulph 
«or bay now called. Fundy to the river St. Croix, and to the 
e remoteſt weſtern ſpring-head of the ſame; whence by an 
© imaginary line conceived to-run through the land north- 
ward to the next road of ſhips river or ſpring diſcharging - 
« itſelf-into the great river of Canada, and proceeding, thence - 
« Faſtward along. the ſhores of the ſea of the ſaid river of 
ce Canada to the road haven or ſhore commonly called Gaſpie, 
and thence South Eaſtward ¶ verſas Euronotum] to the 
« iſlands: called Baccalacs. or cape Britton, leaving the ſaid 
ce iſlands on the right, and the gulph of: ſaid great river of 
Canada and the lands of Meufoundlaud, with the iſlands to 
c thoſe. lands pertaining, on the left; and thence to the pro- 


* montory of cape Britton aforeſaid, . lying near or W ; 
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< the latitude of forty five 'degrees, and from the ſaid pro- 


e montory of cape Britton towards the South and Welt to the 


« aforeſaid cape Sable where the perambulation began, in- 


<« cluding and comprehending within the faid ſhores of the 


cc ſea, and their circumferences from ſea to ſea, all lands of 


<« the continent, with the rivers, torrents, bays, coaſts, iſlands 


or ſeas lying near or within fix leagues of any part of the 


<« fame on the Weſtern, Northern, or Eaſtern parts of the 


< ſhores, coaſts and precincts thereof, and on the South Eaſt 


4 [ab Eurvnoro] where cape Britton lyeth, and on the Southern 
<< part of the ſame where cape Salle is, all ſeas and iſlands 
cc towards the South within forty leagues of the ſaid ſhores of 


ce the ſame, including the 


great iſland commonly called the 


ce iſle of Sable, lying South South Welt [E] about thirty 


<« times Nova Scotia in America.” 


In witneſs whereof the king 


< leagues from {aid cape Britton in the fea, and in latitude of 
e forty four degrees, or thereabouts, to be called in all future 


thereby commanded his great 
| ſeal to be affixed, Fames marquis of Hamiltoun, George earl 


marſhall lord Keith, Alexander earl of Dumferling the kings 


chancellor, Thomas earl of Melrois his ſecretary, his counſellor 


Sir Richard Cokburne keeyer of the privy ſeal, George Hay 


[e] In my copy, which is authenti- 
cated on eyery page, the ſeas and iſlands 


lying towards the South comprehended 
in this grant are thus deſcribed. Et 


ab euronoto ubi jacet cap Britton et ex 


omnia maria ac inſulas verſus meridiũm 
intra quadraginta leucas dictarum orarum 


littoralium earundem magnam inſulam vul- 


gariter appelat* iſie de Sable vel Sablon 
includen jacen verſus Carbin vulgo South 
South Eaſt circa trigimta leucas a ditto 
cap Britton in mari et exiſten in latitu- 


dine quadtaginta NN graduum aut ea 


circa. The middle of the iſle of Sable, 


according to Dr. Mitchels map, lies 


about S. S. W. from cape Britton. 


auſtrali parte ejusdem ubi eſt cap de Sable 


Ev one knows that the ancients dif- 
fered much in their ſenſe of the words 


uſed to denote the ſeveral divi 


the whole circuit of winds 


horizon. Carbas, according 


s of 
or of the 
Dr. 


Liitleton, means a ſoutherly and weſter- 


S. W. wind; wherefor 
to think that by ſome 


ly, the South-weſt wind. Accordi 
to Mr. Ainfao P 


dal miltake 


in the original charter, the record, or 


my copy, the words 8. S. E. have taken 
place of S. S. W. Having obſerved 
thus much the reader may correct this 


point at his pleaſure, if he think it 


_ worthy of his attention. 


_ clerk 
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clerk of the rolls regiſter and council, John Colburne clerk of 


the juſticiary, John Scott director of the chancery, knights, 
being witneſſes. Signed by the king at Yind/or on the 10 


day of September, and ſubſcribed by he chancellor, treaſurer, 


ſecretary, and the reſt of the lords commiſſioners, and of the 
privy council of the ſaid kingdom of Scarland. 


From what precedes it is evident that the chief part of the 
lands granted for the ſettlement of a Scorch colony in America 


was before granted under the great ſeal of England, and 
comprized within the limits of the ſecond Engliſb colony 


eſtabliſhed there; and the whole grant to Sir William Alex 
ander, according to my plain, ſenſe of it, was derogatory to 
the right of the crown of England, all the lands thereby 
granted being parcel of the dominion thereof, and in which 


right king James actually held the ſame at the time when by 


his charter, as far as in him lay, he thus annexed them to the 


crown of Scotland. 


This grant to Sir William Alexander was nll by 
ec a patent from king Charles the Firſt, dated the 12 of Fuly 
« 1625, which patent marks out the fame limits; being al- 


e moſt word for word the ſame with the preceding. 
In conſequence of theſe grants, Sir William n 


60 took poſſeſſion of this country, made a ſettlement at Port 


* Royal, and built a fort there; and having given leave to 
« Claude de la Tour, and his eldeſt ſon Charles, to improve 


lands and build within the ſaid territory for their own 
« advantage, in conſequence thereof they made a ſettlement, 
and built a 5008 fort vpn. St. Ni river called Fort /a 

n 
This account we "have © in the manta * the Engl ib, 


commiſſaries « concerning the limits of Nova Scotia or Acadia, 


dated at Paris the 110 of January 1751, and publiſhed with 


others at London in 1755 [I]. The Engliſh and French 


hiſtorians agree in POE, that in 1 62 2. Sir William Mex 


Oo Page 41. 
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aller ſent a ſhip with 1 perſons to ray) and ſettle a colbny 


in Mova Scotia — that eklig out too late in the year they were 
forced to winter at Sr. Johns in Vewfoundland=—that the next 
year proceeding on their voyage they viſited ſeveral harbours 


in Nova Scotia, but returned in that year or the next; and 1 


have not been able to find that any other ſhip was ever ſent 
from Scotland upon this ſervice. | 
In order to ſettle this colony an extrirdiriaty project was 


formed, and approved by the king, that a dignity, new in 


Scotland, ſhould be conferred on the undertakers, of which 


Chamberlayne gives this account. The order of Baronet in 


« Scotland was firſt erected for advancing the plantation of 


© Nova Scotia in America, and for ſettling a colony there, to 


"5 which the aid of theſe knights was appropriated : This or- 


der was deſigned by king Sos the Sixth before his death, 
but was not actually founded till the time of king Charks 
the Firſt (A. D. 1625) who diſpoſed to each of theſe 
*« knights a certain portion of hall in Week Scotia; and 
for their further encouragement, did conſtitute and or- 


« dain that heretable ſtate and ſtile of Baronet, to be'en- 
« joyed by every of theſe gentlemen who did hazard their 


lives for the good and increaſe of that plantation, and 


their heirs male for ever, with priority and precedency 


before all knights called Equites Aurati, all leſſer Barons 


commonly called Laird, and before all other Gentlemen 
except Sir W. Alexander, his majeſtys lieutenant of Nova 
Scotia, and his heirs, their wives and children) and that to 


a the Chriſtian name of theſe knights ſhould be added the 


« title Sir A. B. Baronet; and his ſons wives ſhould enjoy the 
title and appellation of lady, madam and dame reſpectively, 
** according to the uſual phraſe in ſpeaking and writing. 
The king promiſing that the number of Baronets in Scor- 
land ſhould not exceed the number of 1 50, and that he 
* would not create any other dignity or order ſuperior to that 
Hof Baronet. Further to adorn this order, they were allowed. 
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cc to wear and carry about their necks, in all times coming, 


& an orange taumy fall ribbon, whereon was to hang pendant, 
« in a ſcutcheon argent, a ſaltire azure, and thereon an in- 
e eſcutcheon of the arms of Scotland, with an imperial crown 
6 the ſcutcheon, and incircled with this motto, Fax 


& mentis honefte gloria. All which grants are regiſtered in the 


«© books of Lion ling of Arms, and the heralds, there to remain 


ad futuram rei memoriam. But after the ſelling of Vo 


& Scotia to the French this order became an honourable title 
« in Scotland, conferred at the kings pleaſure without limita- 
< tion of number WM. ; TE 
From others it appears that at their firſt inſtitution theſe 
baronets in addition to their coats of arms were to bear, 
either on a canton, or ineſcutcheon, according to their option, 


the enſign of Mova Scotia, being argent a croſs of St. Andrew 


_ azure, charged with an ineſcutcheon of the royal arms of 
Scotland, ſupported by the royal unicorn on the dexter, and 
by a ſavage on the ſiniſter, and for the creſt a branch of laurel, 
and a thiſtle iſſuing from two hands conjoined, the one armed, 


the other naked, with this motto, Munit hec, et altera vincit — 
that the patents of their creation were ratified in parliament, 
and that in 1629 his majeſty, by a letter directed to the 


privy council of Scotland, allowed his ſaid lieutenant and the 
baronets, and their heirs male to wear the ribban, and bear 
the arms with the motto already mentioned by Chamberlayne. 


Notwithſtanding the creation of theſe numerous baronets in 
order to plant the colony propoſed, to which uſe their aid was 


appropriated, I cannot find that in conſequence thereof any 


thing was actually done for the ſettlement of it, which was 
indeed in a ſhort time rendered impracticable by the influence 


which the French court gained over king Charles upon his 


marriage, whereby he was prevailed on to give up the whole 


country to France. Sir Lewis Kirk and Jobn Kirk Eſq. his 


brother, in their petition to king Charles the Second and his 


[+] Preſent State of Great Britain, Part ii. Book il, 
%%% i 3s council, 
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it ſtands in Ogilby. 


The Axcient RicnT of the EncLisn Nation 
council, ſet forth among other things that upon the marriage 


1 Acadie, or Nova Scotia, was by order of the king of England 


returned into the poſſeſſion of the French. - The date or other 
particulars of this order I have not been able to difcover. 
Ogilby, who was coſmographer to king Charles the Second, 


has given us the principal parts of this petition, including this 


particular [a]; and another part of this petition being pro- 
duced by the Ernghſh commiſſaries, ſaving ſome little dif- 
ference altogether immaterial, it agrees with the ſame part as 

The laſt mentioned part of the petition contains the fol- 
lowing particular account of the facts next proper to be 


ſtated. 3 \- 75 


Aſfterwards a war arifing between his majeſty king 
* Charles I. and Lewis XIII. anno 1627 and 1628, Sir 
„David Kirk and his brethren and relations of England, 
did by virtue of his majeſtys commiſſion, ſend to ſea at 
cc their great charge, firſt three, after wards nine ſhips, with 
«© warlike preparations, for the recovering of the poſſeſſion of 
« the ſaid lands, lying on either fide of the ſaid river of Cana- 
da, and to expel and eject all the French trading in thoſe 
parts; wherein they had good ſucceſs; and in the year 
<« 1627 did there ſeize upon about eighteen of the French 
< ſhips, wherein were found 135 pieces of ordnance defigned 
for the relief of the Royal Port in Acadia, and Quebec in 
More Francia, under the command of M. de Lockman [o], 
and M. de Ia Tour, father of de la Tour governor of the ſaid 
« Royal Port, whom, together with the ſaid ſhips and guns, 


they brought into England.” 


« And in the year 1628 they poſſeſſed themſelves of the 
« whole region of Canada or Nava Francia, ſituate on the 
north fide of the river, together with the fort or caſtle of 


[#] America, Book ii. Chap i. Sect 5. copy produced by the commiſſaries, is 
[o] The French commander here named Rochmand in Ogilby, and in 
named Lockman, according to the Charlevoix, SR 


to the AMERICAN FISHERY, &c. 


«© the place, the French being then either expelled or con- 
veyed into England, and the arms of the king of England 
« being publicly there erected and every where placed: and 
before the year 1628 it was brought to paſs by the ſaid Sir 
« William Alexander (aſſiſted by both the advice and charge 
« of the faid Kirk) that in the parts of Acadia or Nova 
« Scotia, on the ſouth ſide of the river Canada, the whole, 
with the forts thereon built, being by him ſubdued, preſently 
came under the power of the king of England, that region 


on the ſouth ſide falling into the poſſeſſion of the ſaid Sir 


* William Alexander, and that on the north fide into the poſ- 
*« ſeſſion of the Kirks [p].” 


In the year 1630 Sir V illiam Alexander, in conſideration A. D. 1630. 


of the great expences of Claude de la Tour and his ſon Charles, 


and their ſervices in promoting ſettlements, conveyed by deed 


to them and their heirs for ever all his right in Nova Scotia, 


excepting Port Royal, to be held under the Crown of Scot- 


land [g]. 


By the treaty made at Sv. Germain en Lay on the 29® of A. D. 1632. 


March, 163 2, between the kings Lewis XIII. and Charles I. 
for the en of New France, Acadia and Canada, on the 


part of his majeſty of Great Britain his ambaſſador promiſed 


to reſtore to his moſt Chri//ian majeſty all the places poſſeſſed 
in Me France, Acadia and Canada by the ſubjects of Great 
Britain; in purſuance whereof the whole was reſtored. 

The grievous effects of this reſtitution that have been felt 
from generation to generation need not be ſet forth, and the 
injurious nature of this treaty with reſpect to the public, as well 


as to the perſons who had recovered theſe countries out of the 


hands of the French, will in part appear from the authentic 
declaration of king Charks himſelf, contained in his letters 
patent iſſued under the great ſeal of the kin gdom of England, 


on the 110 day of May 1633, wherein it is thus wn and A. D. 1633, 


01 Memorials of the Engiifo commiſſaries &c. p. 569. [9] Id. 2 41, 42. 


ed. 


Po 


« Quebec, Sir Lewis Kirk being then conſtituted governor of 
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the ſaid gulph and river of Canada a Joyning, were firſt 


© hereafter may redound to us, and unto this realm in general, 


The Axchzxr Richr of the ENGLISH Nation 
declared. Whereas all and fingular the regions, countries, 
„ dominions, territories, continents, iſlands, coaſts and places 
«© adjoining upon the gulph and river, called or known by the 
name of Canada, and all and ſingular ports, havens, rivers, 
„ gulphs, creeks, iſlands and places in the Ta of America to 


« diſcovered in the reigns of king Henry the Seventh and 


queen Elizabeth our noble predeceſſors, and by commiſſion 


“and command from them. And whereas by the humble 
« petition of our welbeloved ſubjects and ſervants Sir William 
« Alexander knight, George Kirk eſquire, gentleman of our 


. * robes, David Kirk eſquire, one of our penſioners, Lewis 


* Kirk, Thomas Kirk, John Kirk and James Kirk gentlemen, 
% and William Barkley, Jaſbua Gallard and Charles Atty of 
c London merchants, unto us exhibited, we have been inform- 
<« ed that ſome of them in the late wars between us and our 
& good brother the French king ſet to ſea ſundry ſhips in 


< warlike manner, wherewith they did ſurprize the French, 
and with the hazard of their lives and fortunes did take the 


% {aid country of Canada to our uſe, and to the honor of our 
kingdom; and in the year following we did grant a com- 
* miſſion unto them, authorizing and commanding them to 
take the fort of Qtuebeque, and utterly from thence to expel 

the French, which accordingly was performed by them, to 
the very great charge of them, the taking and keeping 
whereof ſince that time hath coſt them and their partners 
the ſum of fifty thouſand pounds at the leaſt, to the great 
weakening and impairing of their eſtates, which they are 
no ways able to recover, in regard we have lately ſignified 
our royal pleaſure to them, commanding them to reſtore 
the faid fort of Quebeque to our ſaid brother the French 
king, without any ſatisfaction to them for their aforeſaid 
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great diſburſments, which was accordingly performed by 


them; and that in conſideration of the great benefit which 


0 in 


„ „ AMERICAN FISHERY, &. 
e in that the faid cov 
« beaver ſkins, elk ſkits, and ſundry other furrs, as allo all 
materials for ſhipping, as maſts, pitch, tar, deals, hemp, 
« and other commodities beneficial to this kingdom; as alſo 


« that it may hereafter greatly ſerve to the furthering of our 
« ſubjeQs in the fiſhing trade, and vending divers manu- 


« factures made within this our kingdom of England, to the 


great increaſe of our cuſtoms, and employments of our ſub- 
«« jects at home, and of mariners and much ſhipping abroad; 
« and that we were pleaſed to promiſe to grant unto them 


our letters patents for the ſole trading in thoſe parts of 
« Canada, with certain privileges for the better regulating of 


« the faid trade, and to enable them for further diſcoveries 
8 thereupon to be made. And they have humbly beſought 


us to grantunto them our letters patents for the ſole trade in 


«« the gulph and river of Canada, and parts thereunto adjacent, 

« from the latitude of forty four degrees of northern latitude 
« towards the ſouth, to the - latitude of fifty four degrees to 
s the northward, for ene and thirty years, and to plant and 


« fortify 1 in ſuch place and places as they ſhall find fit for the 


40 „ ſtrengrheding and maintaining of the ſaid trade, with ſuch 


privileges, immunities and liberties as we have W graci- 


« oufly pleaſed to grant to other our ſubjects in the like kind, 


which petition we referred to the conſideration of the lords 
« and others of our privy council, they for their better infor- 
mation referred the ſame to our attorney general, who made 


certificate to their lordſhips that if that might ſtand with 
the treaties between us and foreign princes he did not know 
any impediment but that we might grant liberty to ſome, 


« and inhibit others to trade there, as is done in Guinea, 


Benny, Ruſſia, &c. whereupon their lordſhips prayed Sir 
« Jobm Coke knight, one of our principal ſecretaries of ſtate, 


to peruſe the fat treaty between us and our good brother 


e the French king, who certified he found nothing deſired by 


* che 1 e to the treaties with our We 
Know 
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yields the ſeveral commodities of 
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« Kirk, John Kirk, James Kirk, William B arkly, Foſhua 


a 1 


The AncienT rr of FT Fxctisn NaTron 


Know ye that we minding the accompliſhment of our pro- 


<< miſe, and as well in recompence of their ſaid charge and 
« Jabour, as for encouragement of others that ſhall undertake 
« the like enterprizes, and for our own honour, and the good 
<« of this our realm, we have reſumed and taken into our 
„own actual poſſeſſion and royal hand and protection the 
trade after ſpecified within the gulph and river called Ca- 
nada, and in all the territories, continents, iſlands, gulphs, 
rivers, coaſts, and places adjoining to the ſaid gulph and 
river, within the faid four and forty and four and fifty de- 
grees adjoining upon the ſaid gulph and river. And of our 
eſpecial care, certain knowledge and mere motion have 
granted and demiſed, and by theſe preſents for us, our heirs 
and ſucceſſors do grant and demiſe unto the ſaid Sir William 
Alexander, George Kirk, David Kirk, Lewis Kirk, Thomas 


ov 


6 


£6 


CC 


oo 
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C6 
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cc Cold and Charks Atty, their executors, adminiſtrators 
“ and aſſigns, the ſole en in all and ſingular regions, coun- 
< tries, dominions, territories, continents, coaſts, rivers, gulphs 
and places adjoining to any part of the faid gulph and 
river, and lying and being within the limits and bounds 
<« hereafter mentioned, that is to ſay, beginning from the 
** northerly latitude of fifty four degrees, extending from 
<-thence to the forty four degrees of ſoutherly * by all 
the length of the ſaid gulph and river, witli all the iſlands 
„ neer adjoining to that coaſt, and comprehended within 
the degrees aforeſaid, and the ſole trade and traffique 
from thence, and in thoſe places for beaverſkins, beaver- 
* wool, furrs and ſkins of wild beaſts, and for all ſuch com- 
*© modities as are uſually carried from hence into the ſaid 
** gulp or river, or coaſts adjoining, to be exchanged, mer- 


chandized or bartered, ſo as no other of the ſubjects of us, 


* our heirs or ſucceſſors, for merchandizing buying or ex- 
changing of beaver ſkins, beaver-wools, furrs and ſkins of 
wild beaſts, ſhall haunt. or frequent any of thoſe places. 
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10 the AMERICAN FISHERY, &. 
eo have and to hold the faid ſole trade unto the faid Sir 
« I illiam Alexander, George Kirk, David Kirk, Lewis Kirk, 
& Thomas Kirk, fohn Kirk, James K. irk, William Barkley, 

% Toſhua Gallard and Charles Atty, their executors, admini- 
« ſtrators and aſſigns, from the date of theſe preſents for and 
during the term, and unto the full end and term of thirty 
* and one years from thence. next enſuing, and fully to be 


„ compleate and ended.” 


The proceedings ſubſequent to theſe letters patent will ap- 
pear from the following part of the aforeſaid petition, to wit, 

«* By virtue of which commiſſion Sir Lewis Kirk and his 
« brother John Kirk, and his aſſociates, in the month of 
« February next following ſet forth a ſhip called the Merry 
e Fortune, e with goods of a conſiderable value, conſigned 
* to thoſe parts, where during her trading there, without any 
« juſt offence given, and in time of peace, ſhe was by the 
French torceably ſeized on, and carried into Fance, and her 
< lading, as if (he had been lawful prize, confiſcated; where- 
„upon the Kir“ ſuffered loſs to the value of twelve thou 
ſand pounds. And although the lord Scudamore, ambaſſa- 
« dor in France, by the king of Englands ſpecial command, 


and the ſaid Jobn Kirk being 2. in perſon, by the kings 


command, did often earneſtly urge that the moneys due to 
« the ſaid Kirks [7], and the ſaid ſhip, with her lading, might 


a be reſtored, which for no other cauſe had been ſeized upon 


their ne remaining unſold; petition. 
FE 


and ſold, but only for that by the kings commiſſion ſhe was 
* found trading at Canada; yet he could obtain nothing, but 
after ſome years fruitleſs endeavours returned into England 
* without accompliſhing his deſires.” 

Having concluded this ſtrange ſcene, and ſhawn how the 


Engliſh loſt, the Scotch ſome time held, and the French finally | 


ke] This relates to the charges of both which by the 4% and g. articles 
carrying home the Engh/b ſubjects up- were to be paid by the French, and 
on delivering up the countries accord- which amounted to 5000 /. ſterling, as 
ing to the treaty, and to the value of is ſet forth in another part of the faid 


gr 


34 


The ANcinxr Rrehr of the ExOLIsH Narton © 
got firm hold of the weſtern part of Baccalaos, it is next to be 


obſerved that their influence over king Charlies did not reſt 


here, but was extended to other parts of it. Biſhop: Burnet [. 17 
ſays © The Engliſh have always pretended that the firſt 
** covery of Newfoundland being made in Henry the Sevenths 
time the right to it was in the crown of England. The 
French had Ra given them in king Charles the Firſts time 
ce to fiſh there, paying tribute as an acknowledgment of that 
« licence. It is true, he adds, © they carried this much 
ce further during the civil wars, and this grew to a much 
e greater height in the reign of king Charles the Second.” 


And in the Britiſh Merchant, firſt publiſhed in the year 


1713, a work compoſed by Henry Martin eſquire, Sir Charles 


Cooke, Sir Theodore TFanſſen, James Milner eſquire, Mr. 
IVathanael Torriano, Mr. Joſhua Gee, Mr. Chriſtopher Haynes, 
Mr. David Martin, and ſeveral other very able and worthy 
merchants, Charles late earl of Halifax being the ſupport and 
ſpirit of it, it is ſaid, © The world is well amended with the 
French fince the time that they paid a tribute for the libert 
« of curing and drying fiſh at Newfoundland, which was 
© granted to them by king Charles I, in the 10 year of his 
« reign [z].“ And a little after it is ſaid, © They [the 
4 * French] firſt obtained leave to fiſh upon paying a duty of 
* 5 per cent. afterwards they got that acknowledgment re- 


« ines Dy 


Temp. Crom. 


A. D. Ts 


A. D. 1655. 


P. 619. 


E C F. 
N the year 1654 Oliver Cronroell, with proper forces, took 


Acadia from the French. 


In the year 165 5 a treaty of peace between England and 
France was made at Weſiminſter, by the 2 50 article whereof 
the conteſt reſpecting Acadia was agreed to be referred to 


] Hiſt. of his own Time, vol. ii. 


[e] Vol. ii. p. 283. 
(u] Ibid. p. 234. 


commiſſioners 


. fle AMERICAN FISHERY, &c. 
commiſſioners to be appointed within three months, in con- 


ſequence whereof nothing effectual being done the country 


continued in the hands of the Exgliſb. The French ambaſ- 
ſador often urged reſtitution; but Cromwell, moved by the 
conſideration of the ancient right of the Engliſh, which was 
the cauſe of his taking it, reſolutely kept poſſeſſion of it. 


— 5 T. vl. 


between the kings Lewis XIV and Charles II, by the 10% 


Temp. Car. II. 


of ana II. 


IN the year 1667 a treaty 510 peace being concluded at Breda, A. D. 1667. 


article the king of Great Britain agreed to reſtore Acadia to 


the French king; and diſputes afterwards ariſing relative to its 


extent Weſtward, it was agreed and determined by king 
Charles that the ſame extended to the river Pentagoet or 


Ponobſcot, and all the country extending thence eaſtward to 
the gulph of Canada, and lying between the river Canada on 


the North, and the Atlantic ocean on the South, containing 
all the lands granted to Sir V ilham Alexander, together with 
the lands lying between the rivers Sr. Croix and Ponobſeot, 
was in the year 1670 delivered up to the French king ac- 
cordingly. 


In this kings reign the French began their e 


at Placentia in Newfoundland, of which Charlevoix [w] gives ; 


this account, Before the year 1660 the court of France in- 
0) termeciled itſelf little with that iſland, it left the matter 
„ almoſt wholly to private perſons, who fitted out at their 
« own expence to ſend fiſhers thither. At length that ſame 
year the fieur Gorgot obtained of the king the grant of 


** Placentia harbour, with a commiſſion of governor. He 
found great oppoſition at taking poſſeſſion, and it is very 


«likely he was obliged at the firſt to deſiſt from his right of 

« conceſſion, and that he held the title of governor but a 

*« ſhort time; for ſome years after the ſieur De la Pope 
[w) Hiſt. de la Nouv. France, tom, i. p. 423. 
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sought to be corrected, as if he had been a viceroy to France, 


making himſelf powerful at ſea, of which a French author 


e neglected by the kings his predeceſſors. He had no ſooner 


6. 4 Bn 4 rege a , 
+" iu \ we n reren 


« miſchiefs that could happen to him, or to his people.“ 


The Ancient Ricut of the EnGLisn Nation 
having been ſent to Placentia with a commiſſion from court. 
to take poſſeſſion in the kings name of the fort and habi- 
tation, and to reſide there in quality of governor, it was 
remarked in his inſtructions, That his majeſty had been ex- 
« cited to aſſure himſelf of that place, and to ſettle a colony 
there, to maintain his ſubjects in poſſeſſion where they had 
been a long time, to carry on there yearly a conſiderable 
* fiſhery of dry fiſh, and through fear of being prevented 
« by 4 Engliſh.” Although the rig hts of his crown, 
and the wall of his kingdom, called upon king Charles 
effectually to repel this encroachment we are not to won 
at his ſuffering it, conſidering his ſervile attachment to 
France. Biſhop Burnet [x] ſays. *© His contributing fo 
„much to the raiſing the greatneſ of France, chiefly at 
e ſea, was ſuch an error, that it could not flow from want 

of thought, or of true ſenſe. Rowvigny told me he 
« defired that all the methods the French took in the increaſe 
and conduct of their naval force might be ſent him. And, 
* he ſaid, he ſeemed to ſtudy them with concern and zeal. 
„He ſhewed what errors rh committed, and how they 


* 


** 


* 


— 


« rather than a king that ought to have watched over and | 
ce prevented the progreſs they made, as the greateſt of all the 


It is obſervable that about the time when Lewis XIV en- 
croached thus on NMeufoundland he formed the deſign. of 


gives this account. * His majeſty, whoſe arms were dreaded 
c on land, had conceived the deſign of making them reſpected 
ce upon the ſea, and of availing Nimſalf of the happy ſitua- 


« tion of the havens of his kingdom; an advantage too long 


© charged M. Colbert to work on this grand project, than 
© that miniſter exerted his utmoſt vigilance and ſkill to per- 
[x] Hiſt. of his own Time, vol. i. p. 614. 


« fect 
\ 
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« fect it forthwith. A great number of ſhips and gallies 
were built in a ſhort time. The arſenals built at Mer/ail- 
« Jes, Toulon, Breft and Rochefort were ſupplied with every 


« thing neceſſary for the arming and fitting out ſeveral fleets. 


« A multitude of marine officers, pilots and failors appeared 


« formed almoſt at once for the molt difficult undertakings. 
In ſhort all the reſources of this new eſtabliſhment were 
ce conducted with ſuch prudence and ſpirit, that it ſtruck the 
ce moſt experienced nations in navigation with equal ſurprize 


« and jealouſy.” And the authors of the Britiſñi Merchant, 


ſpeaking of the Vewfoundland fiſhery [y], obſerve that the 
French © from their firſt attempts to make themſelves con- 
ce ſiderable at ſea have had it perpetually in view.” 


The French king having thus gained Acadia by ceflion, 


and encroached on MVVewfoundland, afterwards made a new 
encroachment on the coaſt of the continent, by extending the 


limits of the former to the iſland S. George, at the mouth of 


the river St. George, that is, about 30 miles to the weſtward 
of Ponobſcot river, of which encroachment, with his proceed- 
ings in maintenance of it, we have the following authentic 
proof, contained in a memorial preſented by his ambaſſador to 


king James II, January 10 168 5. The coaſt of Acadie, a. p. ws. 


c which extends itſelf from the iſland Percee [2] to that of 
« St. George, was poſſeſſed by the French till the year 1654, 
« when the Engliſb invaded it during the war, and it was 
ce reſtored to his majeſty in 1667, by the treaty of Breda; 
ce. thus his majeſty has tor title of his ſovereignty and ſeigniory 
of the ſaid coaſt, the firſt occupation of his ſubjects, a long 
e poſſeſſion, and a treaty of peace; however not finding in 
*« New England the ſame advantages which they found in 
«© Acadie they have continued to fiſh in the havens belonging 
ce to his majeſty, ſometimes by virtue of permiſſions given 


[9] Vol. ii. p. 256. EE at the entrance of the river Canada or 
[z) Which lies near cape Raziers, S.. Laurence. 
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« them by the governor, and very often without permiſſion ; . 


. « clared that foreign veſſels which ſhould be found trading for 


be taken and arreſted, and brought into the havens of his 
« kingdom, to be there confiſcated.” 


« liſh of Mew England, who forbore not to come and fiſh 


„ Bergier, who was then there with the ſhip St. Lewis, having 


of Rochelle,” 


* cedure of the ſaid officers he found that two maſters had 


The Axcient Ricut of the Exnclisn Nation 


« ſo that the trade of the French is thereby interrupted. In 
« the month of December 1683 his majeſty granted permiſſion 
« by letters patent to the ſieur Bergier, and his company, to 
1 ellablilt a permanent fiſhery | ne peche ſedentaire] all along 
* the coaſt, and the river of St. John, and in the month of 


©« March 1684 publiſhed an edit, by which his majeſty de- 


« ſkins, or fiſhing within the extent of the grant which he 
ce had made along the faid coaſt to the ſaid company ſhould 


This edi& was publiſhed and made known to the Eng: 
within the extent of the ſaid grant, of which the ſaid 


« advice, ſtopt in the month of July and Auguſt 1684 eight 
« Engliſh barks, named the Mary, the Adventure, the Swal- 
« ow, the Roſe, the Tnduſury, the Lark, the Friendſhip, and 
ce the Induſiry, out of which he took only the fiſh and the 
© ſkins, and brought into France the maſters of the ſaid barks, 

« who were interrogated before the officers of the admiralty 


« By the examination which his majeſty made of the pro- 


* obtained permiſſion of the ſieur de Ia Valiere to fiſh along 


the coaſt, whereupon his majeſty ordered that they ſhould 
ec be cartind back to Acadie at the expence of the ſaid Ber- 


e ger, and of his company, and that their barks and mer- 
% chandize, or the value thereof, ſhould be reſtored without 
c any damages, and intereſts.” 

With reſpect to the other fix his majeſty ordered confiſ- 
« cation of them, they having had no permiſſion; it being 
: moreover agregd that they had knowledge of the expreſs 


cc prohibitions | 


SED 
JST l 


* prohibitions which his majeſty had made of trading and 


right or juſtice encroached on theſe thirty miles of the Eugliſb 
coaſt, by the ceſſion of Acadia, with this encroachment, and 


trading on any part of the coaſt lying to the eaſtward f uo 

Georges ifland ; and from the memorial of the French ambaſ- 

ſador it is evident his maſter maintained the moſt notorious 1 
uſurpation, together with his right obtained by ceſſion, by if 
ſeizure and confiſcation of the veſſels of Exghfh ſubjects, the i 
conduct. of whoſe princes in ſubmitting to chef: intruſions was I 

apparently incompatible with the facred truſt repoſed in | 

them, of preſerving their dominions, and protecting their : 3 
people. le 1 


to the king with reſpect to Acadie, © that nothing hindred 


4 


„ iſland Percee, and Placentia in M. ner rin fortified, 
« where the ſieur Parat, who commanded there, was too 
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ce fiſhing on the ſaid coaſt of Acadie a]. 
And thus the French king having without any colour of _ 


22 
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n 
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the acquieſcence of king James, it is manifeſt the fhing 
colonies of New England, which were the chief ſtrength of 
the Engliſh in thoſe parts, and all the other Engliſh ſubjects, 
were wholly deprived of the right and benefit of fiſhing and 


M. de Meules, intendant of New France, having i in the lat- A. D. 1685. 
* ter part of the year 1685 viſited Acadie, in that year, or 
the beginning of the next, informed the French miniſtry 
* that the moſt uſeful 3 his majeſty could make in 
* America wi that of Acadie. He wrote at the ſame time 


* ſettling fiſheries Ge: but that to do it ſecurely it was 

% neceflary to people and fortify Port Royal, and to build a 
good fort at Pentagoet, to ſerve as a barrier of Acadie againſt 
the Engliſh; that if moreover ſome expence were beſtowed 

*.upon port de la Heve, in the iſland of cape Breton, in the 


* 


“ weak to defend himſelf, if attacked, France would be ſole 
** miſtreſs of the cod [5]. 


[a] Memorials of the El % Com- [4] Hiſt. de Is Nov. France par 
miſſaries, &e. p. 614. Charlevoix, tom. i. p. 520, 521. 
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*<* winds and bad weather. 


. * 


The Ancient Rrehr of the Exch Nation 
In the year 1686 a treaty of peace, good correſpondence 
and neutrality in America, was concluded at Hhitehall, be- 


tween the kings James II and Lewis XIV, by the 4 and 5* 
articles whereof it was agreed, That both kings ſhould have 


and retain to themſelves all the dominions rights and pre- 


6c 


c 


cc 


Cc 


* eminences in the American ſeas, roads and other waters 
whatſoever, in as full and ample manner as of right belong- 
ed to them, and in ſuch manner as they then poſſeſſed the 
ſame. And therefore the ſubjects, inhabitants, merchants, 
commanders of ſhips, maſters and mariners of the kingdoms, 


* provinces and dominions of each king reſpectively ſhould 
© abſtain and forbear to trade and fiſh in all the places poſ- 
a ſefſed, or which ſhould be poſſeſſed, by one or the other 


party in America [c]. 


ce] Having ſeen in the Daily Adver- 
tiſer of the 3* of February laſt the fol- 
lowing paragraph, to wit, Plymouth, 
& 7anuary 30 came in the St. Foſeph, 
* a large French fiſhing-boat from 
„ Dieppe, with turbots, which they 


„ have caught on the Engliſh coaſt. 


© They were forced in here by contrary 
If theſe 
«© boats are permitted to come in fleets 
of twenty or thirty fail to fiſh as 
e they did in the laſt peace ſo near our 


c coaſt, the ſocietys machines will ſoon 


* return from Devonſhire without fiſh, 


and Paris will be abundantly ſup- 


„ plied from Dzeppe.” — In order to 
ſhew the conduct of the kings Charles 
I. and II. and of James II. when lord 
high admiral, with reſpect to the chan- 


nel fiſhery, it may not be amiſs here to 


inſert, from a collection publiſhed in 
the year 1729, under this title, Me- 
«< moirs of the Engliſb affairs, chiefly 
% naval, from the year 1660, to 1673. 
„Written by his Royal Highneſs James 
« duke of York, under his adminiſtra- 
tion of Lord High Admiral, &c. 
«£ Publiſhed from his Original Letters, 


wy 


| honourable the earl of St. Albans, 


* and other Royal Authorities,” the 
copy of a letter, dated Fuly 1 1661, 
written upon this ſubject by the ſecre- 
tary of his royal highneſs, to the right 
is 
majeſtys ambaſſador extraordinary at 
Paris, to wit, 
« My Lornd, 
“His royal highneſs having ſhewed 
ce me a letter of your lordſhips, con- 
e cerning the complaint of the French 
« fiſhermen, I hold it my duty to give 
e your lordſhip this account of it, un- 
ce til a more perfect can be ſent to 
« your lordthip; for the doing whereof 
& ] ſent immediately to the mayors of 
« Rye and Haſtings, to ſend his royal 
c highneſs an account (under their 
ce town ſeals) of the grounds on which 
e they pretend the French ought not to 
e fiſh on our coaſt.” 
J have in my hands an order of 
ee council of the 13" of Auguſt 1660, 


* whereby it is ordered that his royal 


ce highneſs take care that the peti- 


c tjoners . juſt complaints and grie- 
g 


ce yances, Contained in the annexed 


« ſchedule, be by all due means re- 


SECT. 
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HE colony of Maſſacbuſets Bay conſidering the great a. P. 166. 
advantages that would redound to the Eugliſb nation vj 
in general, and to themſelves in particular from the reduction | =_ 


of Acadia, raiſed and prepared for this purpoſe about ſeven 


hundred men, with a proper naval force, with which Sir 


« dreſſed. In the ſchedule ſigned by © were inſolent enough to take nets "x 
the clerk of the council (which is a © on our own coaſt, to which the per- 
< repreſentation of the grievances pre- * ſons whoſe nets were ſeized, were ſo | 
« ſented from the cinque ports) the “far privy, that when they perceived FH 
« firſt article is, that by the ancient © their nets would not be reſtored | | 1 


e uſage and cuſtom within the cinque * without the condition of repairing the 1 
« ports and their members, no French- © Engliſhman, they found means to re- 1 
inen or foreigners whatſoever have *© ſtore the greateſt. part of his very f _ 
ce been permitted to fiſh on thoſe coaſts © nets. That prize being ſo reſtored, 1 


« (accounting at leaſt half ſeas over “ another was taken, which was by his 15 1 
« every where to the Eugliſb nation) * royal highneſs likewiſe ordered to be 4 
c except only, ſince the alliance be- © reſtored, without any other penalty 

ce twixt England and France, about four * than paying to the captain which 

« or ſix boats in one year, which had “ took them 15 J. by way of reward 

« firſt obtained ſpecial licence and al- * for his ſervice, and the coſt of dryin 

« Jowance thereto from the lord war- their nets. The value of them, 7 
« den of the cinque ports, granted in ** conceive, may have been about 300. 

« favour of the French court, and for The proceeding, I ſuppoſe, cannot 
<« the kings own uſe. Upon this there © but appear both gentle and flow 

, was about fourteen [years] after a enough, eſpecially ſince the com- 

« ſhip ſent from the Downs on purpoſe * plaint of the French is ſo great, that 

cc to give notice to the French fiſher- the officers of the kings houſhold 


„ men, that they were to forbear fiſh- * have it as a reaſon why the kings =_ 
ce ing any more upon that coaſt; and © houſe is dearly and ill ſerved. His 1 
e that if they did not their nets ſhould “royal highneſs hath, within theſe two 7 1 
ce be taken from them; but for that *© days, reſolved to reſtore a third [ 
© time no violence was offered to “ parcel of nets, which is all which re- { 


2X * 
S 3 Wb reins; 2 


« them. Since that the governor of mains ſeized; and it will be executed 


« Dieppe ſent to deſire licences, and ob- as ſoon as his royal highneſs returns = 
« tained nine. Some time lince, the from Cambridge, whither he is this | 1 4 
« complaint being renewed of the fin- day gone. I am | | i! ö 
« ing of the French, his royal highneſs My lord © 14 
ce ordered a ſhip to that coaſt to take Wur lordſhips i 
t their nets, which was accordingly _ moſt bumble and {| 
performed, but reſtored again, the obidient ſervant 4 
« French ſatisfying the loſſes of an 750 8 Will Covent 

« Exgliſoman, from whom the French . 

of. G William 
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A. D. 1697. 
Sept. 10 O. 8. 


A. D. 1698. 


The ANcfENT RicHr of the Excite NarIlON 
William Phips compelled the French to ſurrender Port Royal 
and the whole country to the obedience of the crown of Eng- 


land, whereupon he ſent away the French garriſon, took an 
oath. of allegiance from the French planters to their majeſties 


king William and queen Mary, and made proper provilion 


for their preſent government. 


In the year 1697 a treaty of peace being concluded at 
R aue between the kings William III and Lewis XIV, by 


the 7* article it was agreed that mutual reſtitution ſhould be 
es of all the countries, forts and colonies taken by each 
party during the war; and by the 8® article it was agreed 
that commiſſioners ſhould be appointed on both ſides, who 
immediately after the ratification of the treaty ſhould be in- 
veſted with ſufficient authority for ſettling the limit; and con- 
fines of the lands to be reſtored on either ſide by virtue of the 
aforementioned article. 

In the year 1698 the French attempted to ke a new 
encroachment, by extending Acadia to the river Kennebec, 
lying about 35 miles to the weſtward of Sr. Georges iſland, 
of which attempt we have the following proof, contained in 


a letter from M. de Villebon, governor of Acadia, to M. 


970ughton, lieutenant governor of the Maſſachu/ets Bay, where- 
in he ſays, „am informed that you have ſeveral fiſhers on 
our coaſts, and you moreover permit your people to trade 
in the French habitations; you muſt underſtand, Sir, that 
* I ſhall cauſe all the Exgliſßʒ who ſhall be found fiſhing or 


trading to be taken, and 55 much the rather as you cannot 


be ignorant that it is abſolutely forbidden by the treaty be- 


tween our crowns, which you yourſelf have ſent to me, and 
that M. de Bonaventure, commanding this year the kings 
* ſhip the Euvious, hath aſcertained this to you, by ſending 


back to you upon his arriving on theſe coaſts ſome veſſels 


* of your fiſhers which he had taken, by them informing you 


60 by order of the king that upon returning again ¶ que f il en 
revenoit 
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© revencit encore] for fiſhery or trade they ſhould be good 
ce prize.“ 

15 1 have order from the king my 4 to conform myſelf 
«© to the treaty of neutrality concluded at London the 16% of 
« November 1686 with king James touching the Americans.” 

„ am alſo expreſsly . by his majeſty to maintain 
the bounds which are between /Vew England and us, which 
* are from the head of the river Kennebec to its mouth, leaving 
« free its ſtream to both nations; ſo I doubt not, Sir, but 
« you will conform thereunto, and that you will ceaſe to 
treat the ſavages ſettled there as your ſubjects, to avoid all 
* the ſad conſequences which may happen therefrom by their 
« vicinity to you. Nothing remains for me but to aſſure you 
a that I ſhall do all that ſhall depend upon me for the execu- 

tion of the orders which I have received from his majeſty. 
« I am” &c. 


" Mouth of St.  Fobns river, September 5 1698 [d].“ MW 


And thus the moſt flagrant uſurpation was to be made in 
time of peace, and ſupported by a ſavage war. „ 
King William and his parliament concluding all 1 A. D. 1699. 
fiſhing at Newfoundland to be mere intruders, by an act paſſed 
in the 10 and 11 years of his reign, excluded them from Cap. 5. 
all trade and fiſhing there, in the following words, Whereas 
ce the trade of Ad fiſhing at Vewfourdland is a beneficial 
trade to this kingdom, not only in the employing great 
« numbers of ſeamen and ſhips, and exporting and conſuming 
great quantities of proviſions and manufactures of this 
« realm, whereby many tradeſmen and poor artificers are 
„kept at work, but alſo in bringing into this nation by re- 
1 1 of the effects of the ſaid fiſhery from other countries 
great quantities of wine, oil, plate, iron, wooll, and ſundry 
cc other uſeful commodities, to the increaſe of his —_— 


1p Memorials of the Engl 72 commiſſaries, &c. p. 620. 
Cx: revenue, 
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4a The AxncienT RicuT of the EnGilisn NaTion 
ce revenue, and the encouragement of trade and navigation: 
« Be it enacted by the kings moſt excellent majeſty, by and 
« with the advice and conſent of the lords ſpiritual and tem- 
« poral, and commons, in this preſent parliament aſſembled, 
« and by the authority of the ſame, That from henceforth it 
„ ſhall and may be lawful for all his majeſtys ſubjects reſiding 
« within this his realm of England, or the dominions there- 
ce unto belonging, trading or that ſhall trade to Vewfoundland, 
« and the ſeas, rivers, lakes, creeks, harbours in or about Vew- 
« foundland,or any of the iflands adjoining or adjacent thereunto, 
« to have, uſe, and enjoy the free trade and traffick, and art 
« of merchandize and fiſhery to and from Newfoundland, 
« and peaceably to have, uſe, and enjoy the freedom of © 
« taking bait and fiſhing in any of the rivers, Jakes, creeks, 
« harbours, or roads, in or about /Vewfoundland, and the ſaid 
« ſeas, or any of the iſlands adjacent thereunto, and liberty to 
go on ſhore on any part of /Vewfoundland, or any of the 
« ſaid iſlands, for the curing, falting, drying, and huſbanding 
« of their fiſh, and for making of oil, and to cut down wood 
and trees there for building and making or repairing of 
e ſtages, ſhip-rooms, trainfats, hurdles, ſhips, boats, and other 
neceſſaries for themſelves and their ſervants, ſeamen and 
« fiſhermen, and all other things which may be uſeful or 
* advantageous to their fiſhing trade, as fully and freely as at 
any time heretofore hath been uſed or enjoyed there by any 
of the ſubjects of his majeſtys predeceftors, without any 
* hindrance, interruption, denial or diſturbance of or from 
'B Vany perſon or perſons whatſoever; and that no alien or 
1 * flranger whatſoever (not reſiding within the kingdom of 
| England, dominion of Wales, or town of Berwick upon 
N *« Tweed) ſhall at any time hereafter take any bait, or uſe any 
« ſort of trade of fiſhing whatſoever in /Vewfoundland, or in 
« any of the ſaid iſlands or places abovementioned. 


SECT. 
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SH WL, VIII. Toms, An. & 
II. 
N the year 1710 general Micholſon, with forces ſent from a. D. 110. 
England, aſſiſted by a conſiderable number of troops raiſed I 
by the Maſſachuſets colony, reduced all Acadia or Moda $ 
Scotia, to the obedience of the Britiſb crown. 4 
In the year 1713 a treaty of peace was concluded at Utrecht a. p. 5 . 
between their majeſties Ame, queen of Great Britain, and d. 
Lewis XIV, the French king, by the 12 article whereof it 
was thus agreed and provided, The moſt Chriſtian king 
« ſhall take care to have delivered to the queen of Great 
« Britain, on the ſame day that the ratifications of this treaty 
** ſhall be exchanged, ſolemn and authentic letters, or inſtru- 
ments, by virtue whereof it ſhall appear that the iſland of 
« Saint Chri/tophers is to be poſſeſſed alone hereafter by Britiſh 
0 ſubjects; likewiſe all Nova Scotia or Acadia, with its an- 
« cient boundaries; as alſo the city of Port Royal, now called 
«* Annapolis Royal, and all other things in thoſe parts, which 1 
« depend on the ſaid lands and iſlands; together with the = 
« dominion, propriety and poſſeſſion of the ſaid iſlands, lands 5 
and places: and all right whatſoever, by treaties, or by any 
« other way obtained, which the moſt Chriſtian king, the 
« crown of France, or any the ſubjects thereof have hitherto 
had to the ſaid iſlands, lands and places, and the inhabitants 
« of the fame, are yielded and made over to the queen of 
« Great Britain, and to her crown for ever, as the moſt | 
«< Chriſtian king doth at preſent yield and make over all the 
© particulars aboveſaid; and that in ſuch ample manner and 
form that the ſubjects of the moſt Chriſtian king ſhall 
« hereafter be excluded from all kind of fiſhing in the ſaid 
“ ſeas, bays and other places, on the coaſts of Veh Scotia; 
that is to ſay, on thoſe which lie towards the eaſt ene 


* thirty leagues, ne from the iſland commonly called 
* able: 
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Sable incluſively, and thence ſtretching along towards the 


«© South Weſt.” 
And by the 130 article it was agreed as follows, © The 
« iſland called Vewfound/and, with the adjacent iſlands, ſhall 
from this time forward belong of right wholly to Britain; 
c and to that end the fortreſs of Placentia, and whatever other 
« places in the faid iſland are in poſſeſſion of the French, 


© ſhall be yielded and given up, within ſeven months from 
the exchange of the ratifications of this treaty, or ſooner if 


poſſible, by the moſt Chriſtian king, to thoſe who have a 
* commiſſion from the queen of Great Britain for that pur- 

*© poſe. Nor ſhall the moſt Chriſtian king, his heirs and 
e ſucceſſors, or any of their ſubjects, at any time hereafter, 
lay claim to any right to the ſaid iſland and iſlands, or to 


« any part of it or them. Moreover, it ſhall not be lawful 


ce for the ſubjects of France to fortify any place in the ſaid 
« ifland of Vewfoundland, or to erect any buildings there, 
« beſides ſtages made of boards, and huts neceſſary and uſual 
* for drying of fiſh; or to reſort to the ſaid ifland beyond the 
ce time neceſſary for fiſbing and drying of fiſh. But it ſhall be 


allowed to the ſubjects of Franceto catch fiſh, and to dry them 


on land, in that part only, and in no other beſides that, of 
*« the aid iſland of Newfoundland, which ſtretches from the 
place called cape Bonaviſta to the northern point of the ſaid 
* ifJand; and from thence running down by the weſtern 


ſide, reaches as far as the place called Point Riche. But 


« the iſland called Cape Breton, as alſo all others, both in the 
mouth of the river of St. Laurence, and in the gulph of the 
« ſame name, ſhall hereafter belong of right to the French: 
and the moſt Chri//ian king ſhall have all manner of liberty 
to fortify any place or places there.” | 
In conformity to this treaty the French king, by his letters 


A 


* 


* 


„ 


and authentic acts, ſigned at Marli, dated in the month of 


May in the year 1713, did yield up for ever to the ſaid 
ba las queen of Great Britain the ſaid country of Mova Scotia 
cc or 
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« or Acadia, in its entire, conformable to its ancient limits, 


« as alſo the city of Port Royal, now called Annapolis Royal, 
« and generally all that depends on the ſaid lands and iſlands 
« of the ſaid country, to be poſſeſſed for the future, in full 
« ſovereignty and propriety, with all the rights acquired by 
him the ſaid king, and his ſubjects, by treaty, or otherwiſe, 
by the ſaid queen, and the crown of Great Britain, making 
„over to her to this effect full and entire poſſeſſion for ever; 
« without permitting | /ans qu il foit permis| the ſubjects of 
the ſaid king to fiſh in the ſeas, bays, or other places within 
« thirty leagues near the coaſts of the ſaid Mova Scotia to the 


« ſouth-eaſt, beginning at the iſland of Sable incluſively, and: 


from thence drawing to the ſouth-weſt [ 2]. 

It is well known that the principal cauſe of the war con- 
cluded by this treaty was the dangerous ſtate into which: 
Europe was brought by placing one of the ſons of France on 
the throne of Spain, the conſequent great and immediate in- 
fluence of the former over the councils of the latter, and the 
poſſible future union of both crowns in one perſon, and his 
deſcendants. The general ſenſe of the dangers attending this 
union is fully expreſſed in the 6" article af the treaty, and in 
particular by the French king in his letters patent, which are 
made part of it, wherein he declares that the queen of Great 


Britain cauſed it to be repreſented to him, that“ all the 


powers of Europe were equally perſuaded that it was for 


their general intereſt, and for their common ſecurity, to 


continue a war whereof no one could foreſee the end, rather 


than to be expoſed to behold the ſame prince become one 
day maſter of two monarchies fo powerful as thoſe of France 
and Spain” — that the chief object of the war therefore was 


the effectual and perpetual ſeparation of theſe two kingdoms— 
that the plan of this war, with the alliance proper for the 
ſupport of it, was formed by the great king William, whoſe: 


Rudy and delight was the preſervation of the liberties of Europe, 


le] Memorials of the Eugliſh Commiſſaries, p. 8. . 
4 „„ and 
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and whoſe vigilance, councils, and actions were conſequently 


thoſe who conducted the affairs of this kingdom, until, the 


remedy for the bite of the ſycophant, a miniſterial revolution 


general ſafety of Europe; for inſtead of an effectual ſeparation 


the conduct of theſe miniſters, was made to depend upon mere 


and of deluſion to others, it being apparent that when her 


The AxcENT RIGHT of the Enciisn NaTion 


employed to defeat the dangerous defigns flowing from the 
boundleſs ambition of France, grown formidable by land and 
ſea before getting this hold of Spain, and who was not only 
capable of foreſeeing, but alſo of concerting and purſuing the 
beſt meaſures for preventing future miſchiefs that the nature 
of human affairs, and the tate of the times would permit - that 
heaven favouring their cauſe bleſſed the arms of the con- 
federates with victories numerous and glorious, — that upon 
theſe defeats France having recourſe to negotiation, which has 
ſo often proved ſerviceable to her, and fatal to others, all her 
artful devices were fruſtrated by the counſels of the confede- 
rates, the wiles of the ſerpent being unequal to the wiſdom of 


queen forgetting the ancient proverb, which ſays there is no 


took place, in conſequence of a pique to an old favorite, and the 
adoption of a new one more ſolicitous to pleaſe, whereby the 
molt illuſtrious and accompliſhed civil and military heroes 
were unhappily laid aſide before they had compleated their 
work, and the nation had received the proper fruit of their 
canals. and of that ſucceſs which had coſt ſo much blood 
and treaſure, and others of a different character became their 
ſucceſſors, over whom France gaining the aſcendance ſhe ob- 
tained a peace prejudicial to the faith and honour of this 
kingdom, detrimental to its commerce, and dangerous to the 


of the two monarchies, by putting Spain and the Indies into 
the hands of others, which the common fafety required, the 
ſon of France was allowed to keep them, and the ſeparation 
of the monarchies ſo long and fo gloriouſly ee, for, by 


paper proviſions, the inſtruments of convenience to France, 


aſpiring views are accompanied with power ſhe can, for the 


2 


4 


tte AMERICAN FISHERY, &c. 
lake of dominion, reſcind all contracts, and openly proceed in 


direct repugnance to the principles of faith and juſtice, the 


chief ornaments bleſſings and bonds of ſociety, without which 
force would be ever moving in all directions, and the world 
rf a chaos of iniquity and violence. 

And with reſpect to the fiſnery - The great Elizabeth bar. 
ing left the ſevereignty over all the country of Baccalaos to 
deſcend to king Jumes, and the ſame having been diminiſhed 
through the weakneſs or worſe qualities of thoſe who ought 
to have preſerved it, together with the arts of France, and ſhe 
being now reduced to fo low an ebb of power, the ancient 


right, honour, intereſt, and ſafety of their country called upon 


Ne miniſters to or the the utmoſt care to reunite the whole, 
in order to its perpetual future conſervation : but influenced 


leſs by theſe noble motives than by perſonal regards, and un- 


equal to their places, into which they were introduced by 


means deſpicable in themſelves, though too often fatal in their 
effects, and unable to proſecute the great deſigns of their 
predeceſſors, they concluded a peace, whereby they ceded 


and granted to France thoſe large portions wh this ineſtima- 
ble fiſhery which are contained in the 13 article afore- 
mentioned. 


This treaty being concluded PREY rroceeded to dend 
and improve thoſe parts of the fiſhery which were yielded to 


her, ſparing therein no counſel coſt or pains; for the ſecurity 


whereof at land ſhe ſtrongly fortified cape Breton, having in 
the courſe of the negotiation obtained the defired excluſive 


poſſeſſion of it, planting at the ſame time a colony of fiſher- 


men there, and for protection of the veſſels fiſhing on the 
banks ſhe employed ſhips of war, putting the whole under 


the beſt regulations for the encreaſe of her commerce and 
naval power; and not content with what ſhe had obtained by 
treaty ſhe had recourſe to her former practice of encroach- 
ment, and thereupon gave orders to the commanders, of her 
ſhips of. 1 war not ward to pre thoſe parts of the fiſhery 

H a which | 


49 


D 7 < 
123 2 4 1 2 be a 2 GE e r 
4 e "I £ a Sits - 2: 041 e Hts wn e 5 88 3 29 I * 
. 22 $2 NT ITT. 3s 22 33 3 Le WIS A - E —— 
c K „ noe oe ˙.wI : w- w ö p 
a 3 


De 


52S S roar HEE 

4 E N _ 

EA % ͤ⅛⅛.!ęũé Cas es Bt a ts 2 
I Er 


S A ĩ¾ — WT TEES} ol 
4 ͥ Ü ͤwͤ - 
— * N = "IS? ” 10 . 


. 
9 Md. eres Ir, {Ss 
EFFECT 


— fs 
R 


n 
e 


. 


2 


a 2 * 
1 TR 5 
A * * | 1 ; - — 
ä —— eo Ee gn 
- r n 
* wit * Ke. $247 14, _— . 24 
8 El 2 — N. Un 4 mY * ot * es og 
* Ys 1 2 ' ob nf ov „ 1 1 FA 
—.— ery AEST Moy 3a 3 3 4 82 3 
e >> 1. 8 P of 4 x” 


_ _ . 4 8 R ak E 
k ; end r. 6 2 h 8 1 1 8 . oy — On * ag © 2 
* 0 r C i 2 3 7 n * ene ERA 0 
rern 8 n 5 Ds - asf 3 5 n 5 n . * __— 1 
4 2 r . EL AR * . 2 e 7 1 . 1 3 e Py 4 . E449 * — 4 
rc wrt Sujeping 3 N 4 4 . en ; : } q 4 


Ina 


8 1 2 
een 
r rn 


1-0 8 
22 4 E * 


. 


* 


8 
— ᷣ * 
r nn on =" 
* 


8 
* 


1 
I. 
1 
— 
al 
N 
; 
4 
A 
1 
0 
4 
1 
* 
. 
Y 
bp” 
/ 
. 
oF 
2 
:$ 
F — 
y 
+3 
4 
3 
„ 
1 
>» 
:Y 
3 
3 q 
I, 
1 
1 
> 
* 3 
8 
4 
$+ 
2 
0 
' 55M 
* 
| 
1 
W 7. 
Þ 
En” 
8 - 
bs, 
"28 
” 
| * 
2 
Wo. 
N , 
= 
BB 
1 
I " 
Ky 12 
Ja 
* 
1 
A 
* 
3 1 . 
** 
e 
1 5 > i 
1 
1 L E 
1 N. 
* 
o 


50 The Axerzxr Rronr of the EncLisn Narrox 

which were aſſigned to her, but to direct the fiſhermen to 
proceed and fiſh upon banks left to the Exgliſb, in order to 
ſupport her n and make to themſelves a privilege 
of fiſhing where they pleaſed by force of cuſtom; and theſe 
encroachments were in a ſhort time ſo enlarged that many of 
her filhermen made it their practice to fiſh upon the banks 

of Nova Scotia far within the excluſive South Weſt line de- 
| termined by the treaty ; and proceeding ſtill farther ſhe car- 
ried on the fiſhery on ſhore in ſeveral places belonging to the 
| Engliſh, both in Nous Scotia, and in that part of Newfound- 
| f Jong which lies to the ſouthward of point Riche, whence ſhe 
was excluded by the treaty, to wit at Gaſpay, Les Trois Iſles, 
and other * To prevent the encroachments on the 
fiſhing banks ſhips of war were appointed, which driving off 
ſuch French fiſhermen as they met with, after their departure 
they frequently returned. Under this management, with the 
„ advantage of having the moſt proper ſalt ready in their own 
ports, the French fiſhery floriſhed extremely, ſo that to our 
great loſs in this and hes dependent trades they outrivalled 
us in many European markets. 
Before the year 1744, when war ien the French 
fiſhery was ſo far encreaſed, that, according to ſeveral. com- 
putations made by judicious perſons acquainted with the 
American fiſhery, and noted for moderation and care in their 
calculates, its products amounted to a million fterling, and it 
employed upwards of 2 5,000 fiſhermen and ſeamen z but a 
particular computation having been made of it in the year 
17435; at the deſire of the governor of Maſſachuſetts province, 
by Mr. Thomas Kilby ſince deceaſed, who from his perſonal 
knowledge of it, ws his capacity in other reſpects, was fingu- 

| larly well qualified for this ſervice, and having obtained a 
copy of a duplicate of the original computation, which was in 
that year tranſmitted to the government, from the gentleman 
who res nies it while N and concluded DG and who 
| . alter” 
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70 the AMERICAN FISHERY, &c. 
after many years loſs has lately recovered this duplicate, 1 hall 
give it the reader for his greater ſatisfaction herein. 

A computation of the French fiſhery, as it was managed 

< before the preſent war, viz. from the gut of Ganſo down a 

long ſhoar to Lowiſbourg, and from thence to the N. E. 

< part of cape Breton, there was yearly employed at leaſt 

„ ſhallops, which required at ſea and ſhoar 5 men 
ce each, is e ROS. HO 

cc 1 60 N ſeooners flops be © 90% 
ach 15 mec, is — — 11 
| in the whole 34⁰⁰ men 2 


te Theſe 800 ſhallops muſt be allowed to catch at leaſt one 
« « with the other, 300 quintals of fiſh in the ſummer ſeaſon, 
< which makes - — , - 150000 quint. 
and the 60 brigs, ſcooners, 6o0 quintals 
| © each, makes — 2 


« which is in the whole at cape Bre- 
I quint. fiſh j 


4-0 T o carry the dave quantity of fiſh to 2 3 75 
4 Fw employed in the whole 93 ſhips of the burthen of 2000 
„ quintals each, one with the other, and thoſe ſhips have at 
” beat 27 m dach to ae N 1860 fea men” 
„ Added to the fiſbermen employed 1 00 
catch the fiſh as above ' = =» 34 by 
* makes the number of men in the cape 
r 


« At Gaſpay, at the entrance of u of 8: Ep an 
ce river, are employed fix ſhips, which come out manned: to 
e catch their cargo with fhallops left there during the winter, 
and have at leaſt 60 men Aich; ; theſe are 360 men, which 
% Added to thoſe on the N. W. fide of Meufoundland i in the 
00 under mentioned harbours, ports, gulph, . &c, amount to as 
0 77 4G „„ follows, 


1 2 0 * 


. 
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ce follows, and may be allowed with the other 3000 quintals 0 


n 


&« of fiſh each, — viv. 


« At Gafpay - - 6 ſhips 360 mer 18000 quint. fiſh. 
* Quadre 6 de 360 18000 de 
« Port en Baſques 6d 350 de 18880 
« Les trois iſles - 3 d- 180 dle 900o d' 
„ Cape Breton - 93 d' 5260 _ 186000 d ; 
« And add - - - good 18000 de oo dds 
« Makes - - - 414 ſhips 24520 men, and 1149000 quint, fil” 


— — 


« The laſt mentioned 300 fail of ſhips have always been 
ec allowed and boaſted of by the Sr. Malos men to be fitted 
ce out from thence and Granville on the fiſhing voyage which 
&« they carry on at Fichante, Petit Mord, &c. to the north- 
ce ward of Vewfoundland, the ſtraits of Belleifle, and through 


ce there into the gulph of Sr. Laurence round on the main to 


© cape Gaſpay abovementioned; and although it is true that 
of theſe 300 ſhips it may be objected ſome of them are of 


ce thoſe at Gaſpay, others at Port en Baſque &c. in the above 


ce calculation, yet in lieu thereof, knowing it to be fo, no re- 


* gard is had to the ſhips there employed, fitted out at &. 


cc John de Luz, Bayonne, Nantes, Havre de Grace &c.” which 


go into thoſe ſeas, and are more than the 21 ſhips above- 


mentioned. | a 

« The mud fiſhery fo called by the Engliſb (that of morue 
ce vert by the French) is carried on by a number of ſhips 
ce fitted out from France for their voyages on the banks, where 


* they are to catch their lading and return home, without 
going into any port, unleſs in caſe of extremity, and then 


ce their reſort is to cape Breton; and in this fiſhery are em- 


© ployed from the river 


« Sendre - = = . 40 fail of ſhips 


cc from Olune and Poitou - 60 de 3 


& Havre de Grace - 10 d' 
ee Ft. Mas 20 
* and from other ports — 20 3 
60 is in all 2355 ſail of ſhips, Theſe are 
25 a manned 
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% manned with ſeamen and fiſhermen from 16 to 24 each, 

« and catch one with another from 22000 to 40000 fiſh by 
« tale, which on a medium is each 20 men, and each 26 
« thouſand of fiſhes, and are in the whole, of men 3000, 
« and of fiſh to be counted out by the hundred 3900000; 
ce but ſome ſay this fiſhery conſiſts of 200 or more ſail of 
« ſhips, ſo that this may be lookt on rather an under per 
ce than over. 


In regard, to the value of this branch of trade it may not 


<« be amiſs to add the large quantity of train oil hereby pro- 
ee duced, which France cannot do without, either at home for 
ce their woollen manufactory, lights, &c. or in their ſugar 
* iſlands, which are ſupplied from this fiſhery : and now let 
« this mud fiſhery at this eſtimation (which-is ſhort) 


«of - - - 150 ſhips, and 3000 men, be added to that of 


« the other of 414. (hips, and 24.500 men, and then theſe will. 


appear to be 564: ſhipsinall, and 27 500 men yearly employed 


, from France on the banks of Newfoundland, and the ad- 


« jacent ſhoars, and no leſs quantity than 1149000 quintals 
« of baccaleau, and of mud fiſh 3 900000 in number, catcht 
cc there, and tranſported in their own bottoms by the French 


ce to, North and South France as much as they can conſume, 
and the ſurpluſage to Spain, Italy, &c. And as to the 


quantity of oil it may be relied on that to every hundred 
«- quintals of fiſh. they actually do (or with care may) make 
one hogſhead of oil, clear drawn off from the blubber, and 
« this will produce 11490 hogſheads of oil (i. e. hogſheads 
of 60 gallons each) and allowing 4000 fiſh. in number, 


66 * equal to one hundred. quintals when cured, and then the: 
* 2900000 mud fiſh by the fame rule will produce 975. 
* hogſheads of oil, I theſe added to the other 11490 


h een make in the whole 12465 bogſheads on oil, 


3 73. 


« which is equal to 3116 tonns and: 5 
„ 


66 « : 


,-z 
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| « Which 1 149000 quintals of fiſh at 10s. den TO 

4 per quintal only is worth = } e 

| 8 e and the 3116+ tons oil at 18 J. ſterl. per 1 ton 55092 10 
| is the produce of one ſummers fiſhing - ſterl. 630592' 10 
= K excluſive of the value of the 3900000 mud fiſh, which 
| 60 produces i in France, its proportion being ſold there accord- 
| ing to the beſt French accounts (the Engliſh in theſe. 7a 


not being acquainted with the value of this fort of fiſh) by 
cc tale at a livre a piece ; but ſuppoſing them ſold at Fad 


« pence ſterling a piece, their value then will be 146250 
To which add the freight of 1114000 quint.) 


ol dry fiſh at 3s. ſterl. per quintal, this | 

« fiſh in the above computation being 

« eftimated according to its value at the 

places where cured, and firſt ſhipped, 

= With the value of the ts {hq V 

eee e eee 630592 15 
„and the value of che bl — 56092 10) 

* Making in the whole „ 949192 10 
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At the time when by this computation che French Patt of 
the American fiſhery employed 27 500 men, and its annual 
products were near a million ſterling, according to a general 

account of the Engliſb part of it carried on at Vewfoundland, 
given me in the year 1745 by captain Ma/ters, late of Poole, 
deceaſed, who was intelligent, and many years largely con- 
cerned in it, it employed 10000 men, and its annual products 
were 4090001 though according to a particular computation 
publithed in 1745, and faid to have been preſented to the 
miniſtry in the beginning of that year by a gentleman of large 
trade in the city of London, the number of men employed 
was conſiderably leſs. - Theſe computations included all per- 
ſons employed, except thoſe who belonged to the colonies, 


whole 
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1 te AMERICAN FISHERY, Ge. 
whoſe number has been ſubje@ to greater variations; but at 
this time they probably amounted to about 2500. oy 


. 


Upon opening the war in 1744 the deſigns of the French 


were to conquer ua Scotia, and deſtroy the Eugliſb fiſhery, 


in purſuance whereof they made the four following expeditions 


in that year. 1. Mr. Daqueſnel, governor of ' cape Breton, 


within three days after his receiving the declaration of war, 


fitted out ah armament from Lowiſbourg, commanded by Mr. 
Duvivier, againſt the iſland of Canſo, a part of Nova Scotia, 


where the Engliſb had many years carried on a conſiderable 


fiſhery. This place wanting the uſual protection of tlie 
ſation ſhip of war, not fent that year, Mr. Duvivier without 


oppoſition entered the harbour by night, ſurprized and burnt. 


the fort, with the other buildings, deſtroyed the fiſhery, and 


carried the garriſon, conſiſting of about eighty private men fit 


for duty, with their officers, priſoners to Lowiſbourg. 2. Upon 
Mr. Duviviers return from this expedition Mr. Duqueſnæl 
fent him immediately upon another againſt ' Placentia, which 
was fruſtrated by contrary winds. 3. In the mean time an 


attempt was made upon Annapolis Royal, the fole remaining 


ſtrength whereby Nova Scotia was held, by a body of Indians 


prepared for this ſervice upon the approach of the war by the 


governor of Canada, who being now collected to the amount 


of about 700 men, and led on by a prieſt named Le Loutre, 
laid cloſe ſiege to the fort, the works whereof, compoſed of 


-earth and timber, were ſo ruinous in ſeveral parts that the cattle 


could walk over them, a new fort of ſtone being then pre- 


paring. The garriſon conſiſted of about eighty men fit for 
ſervice. The works bein g aſſailable almoſt on every {ide the 
enemy made their attacks without, intermiſſion, but chiefly in 
the night, whereby the garriſon was kept in continual alarm 


in every quarter; and this hard ſervice continuing eleven days 
both officers and men were ſo much fatigued that they could 

not have held Out many days longer. 3 When thus diſtreſſec 
ſuccours arrived from Bean, which were raiſed and diſpatchecd 


on 
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": The AxcienT Riohr of the ENGLISH Nation 
on receiving caſual advice of the deſolation of Canſo, upon the 
appearance whereof in the baſin, and the ſnow which con- 
voyed them diſcharging her cannon, the Indians made a pre- 
cipitate retreat, and could not be brought back to give the 
garriſon any farther moleſtation till Mr. Duviviers attempt two 
months after, before which time the works were repaired, 
and the garriſon ſtrengthened with farther ſuccours from 
Boſton. 4. Upon Mr. Duviviers return from the Placentia 
expedition Mr. Duqugſnel diſpatched him with ſome troops to 
reduce Annapolis, who having collected the Indians waiting 
for him at Minas inveſted the fort, expecting to be ſoon fol- 
lowed by three French (hips of war of 70, 56, and 30 guns, 
with 280 land forces, a large train of artillery, and ſtores, in- 
tended by Mr. Duqueſnel to be ſent from the ſquadron in 
Lowiſhourg harbour appointed to convoy the Weęſi India fleet 
to France. This reinforcement never came; however Mr. 
Dwvivier continued the ſiege till he brought the commander 
to treat with him upon terms of ſurrender ; but on his making 
an inſidious propoſal the treaty broke off, and freſh ſuccours 
opportunely arriving from Beſton, Mr. Duvivier deſpairing of 
the arrival of his expected reinforcement decamped, and re- 
tired to Minas, Mr. Dugueſnel being diſappointed of the 
aſſiſtance expected from the French {quadron armed and man- 
ned a banker of 400 tons, with a brigantine and ſloop, and 
ſent them to reinforce Mr. Duvivier, expecting they would 
find him before Annapolis, Theſe veſſels upon their arrival 
at the narrows below Annapolis came to an anchor, intending 
to wait there till they ſhould know Mr. Duviviers ſituation. 
They were ſeen ſtanding up the bay of Funda by a fiſherman, 
who on his arrival at Bofon informed the governor of it; 
whereupon the next day he ſent an advice-boat to the com- 
mander at Annapolis, with intelligence, and an aſſurance that 
within four days he would ſend three armed veſſels well ap- 
pointed for his defence. This advice-boat incautiouſly fell 
in among the French veſſels in the night, and the maſter in 
* 85 bis 
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10 the AMERICAN FISHERY, &. 
his ſurprize ſuffered the governors diſpatches to fall into the 


enemies hands. The French commodore had by this time 


diſcovered that Mr. Duvivier was retreated, and now finding 
that a naval force was coming after him he cut his cable, and 
directly quitted the bay, which was ſoon after entered by the 
veſſels diſpatched from Bon. Upon theſe diſappointments 
the Indians diſperſed, and Mr. Duvivier returned with his 
troops to Louiſbourg. In caſe he had in his return from the 
Canſo expedition been ſent to reduce Aunapolis, joined by Le 
Loutres Indians, he would without queſtion have ſurprized the 
garriſon, and taken the fort before they had notice of the 
declaration of war The deſigns againſt Placentia and Arnna- 
polis thus proving fruitleſs Mr. Duquęſnel, in order to ſecure 
the conqueſt of Mova Scotia the next year, and make effectual 
war upon the Engliſh fiſhery, ſent Mr. Duvivier to concert 
meaſures with the proper perſons in France. 


In January 1745 the Maſſachuſetts governor propoſed to 4. D. 1745. 
the aſſembly an expedition againſt Cape Breton, which they 


declined, from a ſenſe of their ſuppoſed inability to proſecute 
ſo great a work; but being afterwards convinced that a more 
favourable opportunity of reducing Lowiſbourg then offered 
than would probably happen at any futare time, and moved 
by the importance of the prize, on the 2 5, they reſolved to 


make it; whereupon 3250 volunteers, under proper officers, 


were enliſted, armed, diſciplined and collected; and all the 
naval force they could raiſe, or hire in the neighbouring colony 
of Rhode-iſland, warlike ſtores, proviſions and tranſport veſſels 
were provided. The troops embarked and failed in March ; 
and as a ſufficient number of battering cannon could not be 
obtained, and thoſe who planned their operations held it he- 
ceſſary to make their utmoſt efforts for taking the grand 
battery, confident of their ſucceſs herein, they carried with them 
a proper quantity of 42 pound ball, ſuited to the cannon of 
that battery, which in the event anſwered according to their 
wiſhes, Their naval force conſiſted of four ſhips'of twenty 
„„ „%% V Eng guns, 
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De Axctent RicuT of the Enciisn Nation 
guns, a ſnow of ſixteen, another of fourteen, a brigantine of 
twelve, and two ſmall ſloops, being joined by the Conneficut 
and Rhode-iſland ſloops of twelve guns each, and a ſmall 
3 armed veſſel from Mew Hampſbire; and, to ſupport the ex- 
=: pedition, Couneclicut ſupplied 500 men, and New Hampſhire 
300. Part of the naval force was firſt diſpatched to cruize 
off Lowiſhourg, to cut off intelligence and early ſupplies, and 
the troops ſailed under convoy of the reſt, without an aſſurance 
of being ſupported by any of the kings ſhips of war. When 
the expedition was reſolved on, the governor, who from the 
beginning had depended on the aſſiſtance of ſome of the 
kings ſhips in America, by an expreſs-boat acquainted Mr. 
Furrer, who commanded a ſquadron at Antigua, with it, 
deſiring the aſſiſtance of ſuch ſhips as could be ſpared. At 
the fame time he informed Sir Clalmer Ogle of it, who was 
then upon the point of returning home with a ſquadron 
from Jamaica, and propoſed to him to make Lowiſbourg 
in his way. He likewiſe ſent advices thereof to his ma- 
jeſtys miniſters. On the day before the troops ſailed the 
expreſs- boat returned with an anſwer from Mr. Warren, 
dated the 24" of February, declining to give the deſired 
aſſiſtance, upon the unanimous opinion of his captains preſent 
at a conſultation held the day before. Of this diſappointment 
the firſt and ſecond perſons in command only were adviſed. 
In anſwer to the diſpatches ſent to Sir Chaloner Ogle at Ja- 
maica admiral Davers who relieved him acquainted the go- 
vernor that he had preſſed him much to comply with the pro- 
polal « of his letter, but could not prevail on him to do it. On 
the 4® of April the troops arrived at Canſo, the place of general 
rendezvous; and Chapeau-rouge Bay near Lowiſbourg, the place 
appointed for their landing, being full of ice they were detained 
at Canſo till the latter end of the month. On the 18d the 
Renomee, a French ſhip of war of 36 guns, with 300 ſeamen, | 
and 50 mariners, charged with public diſpatches, fell in with 
the Maſſachuſetts armed veſſels cruizing oft Lowioourg har- 
bour, where ſhe maintained a running fight, but out failing ' 


them 
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= the AMERICAN FISHERY, & 59 
them got clear: afterwards ſhe fell in with the Conneclicut 
troops, under convoy of their ſloop, and that of Rhode-i/land, 
the latter of which ſhe attacked and damaged conſiderably ; 
but finally the ſloop got off, the other floop with the tranſ- 
ports eſcaping during the engagement; and after making two 
more attempts in vain to puſh-into the harbour ſhe returned 
to France with her packets, and advice of the expedition, — 
On the 23d of April, in purſuance of orders from the lords 
of admiralty, Mr. Warren arrived off Canſo with three ſhips 
of war, another having under his orders arrived there the day 
before. After a few hours ſtay, to confer with the general 
by letter, he proceeded to cruize off Lowſbourg ; and during : 
the ſiege he was joined by five ſhips of war diſpatched from 
England, whereby he was enabled to cover it, as he did effect- 
vally. On the 19" of May, in fight of the camp, he took 
the Vigilant of 64 guns, proceeding to Lowiſbourg with 
ordnance ſtores — On the 30 and 31* of April the troops 
landed in Chapeau-rouge bay; and having repulſed with loſs 
the party ſent out to oppoſe their landing, tranſporting their 
cannon by hand with inexpreſſible labour through deep mo- 
raſſes, and ways deemed by the French impaſſable, drawing 
part of them up a ſteep bank and rock, with difficulties al- 
moſt inſuperable, raiſing battery after battery, and enduring 
chearfully the greateſt hardſhips, though ſuch numbers were 
ſeized with fluxes that fifteen hundred were at one time in- 
capable of duty, they proſecuted the ſiege with ſuch aſſiduity, 
courage and conduct, that, aſſiſted by the grand battery, which 
the enemy in their fright at firſt quitted, and afterwards would 
have regained, by their operations the iſland battery, eſteemed 
by the French the Palladium of Lowiſbourg, was ſo greatly 
annoyed that they deſpaired of keeping it; Maurepas gate at 
the eaſtern part of the city was ſhattered ; the enemys north = 
eaſt battery was damaged, and ſo much expoſed to the fire of 
the beſiegers that they could not ſtand to their guns; the cir- 
cular battery was ruined, and all its guns fave three ST, 
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their caſmates and other covered holds, into which they were 
driven by croſs fires from the cannon and mortars of the 


and commodore, who propoſed others that were accepted, for 


_ The Ancient RicuT of the ExLIsH NaTiON 
ſo that the harbour was diſarmed of all its principal batteries; 
the welt gate of the city was demoliſhed, and a breach made 
in the adjoining wall; the weſt flank of the kings baſtion be- 
longing to the citadel, and the battery there, whoſe guns 
pointed to the land fide, and greatly annoyed the works of 
the beſiegers, were nearly ruined, and the citadel itſelf very 
much damaged, and moſt of the guns mounted during the 
ſiege were ry all the houſes and buildings in the city 
were ſo damaged that one only was left unhurt; the enemy 
were extremely harraſſed by their long confinement within 


beſiegers, which ranged through the houſes and ſtreets in 
every part of the city; and their ſtock of ammunition being 
nearly exhauſted the governor, in the afternoon of the 150 f 
June, under a flag of truce defired time to draw up articles 
of capitulation, which being granted till the next morning 
articles were then ſent, which were rejected by the general 


the performance whereof hoſtages being that day exchanged, 
on the next, the 170 of June, the city was ſurrendered, and 
the garriſon, conſiſting of about 650 regular troops, with the 
inhabitants, including about 1300 effective men, who during 
the ſiege were under arms, became priſoners by capitulation. 
During theſe operations St. Peters, and eight other fiſhing. 
ſettlements upon the iſland were broken up, and upon the 
ſurrender of Lowiſbourg the inhabitants of Sr. Jobus iſland 
ſubmitted likewiſe. J ed anne | 
- Soon after making this conqueſt new difficulties aroſe. 
Firſt, a great part of the officers as well as the troops were 
much enclined to deſtroy the town, raze the fortifications, 
and return home, where they were much wanted. This pro- 
ceeding being prevented by the general and commodore, and 
the troops having entered the ſervice with an ex pectation of 
returning upon the concluſion of the ſiege, and the ores 
: 8 ervice 


10 the AMERICAN FISHERY, &c. 


ſervice being diſagreeable, and their diet unhealthful, great 
diſcontents aroſe among them. 2. The general and commo- 
dore, with others, had perſuaded themſelves that the captors 
had good right to the ſoil 1 of the iſland, and a day was thought 


of for making diſtribution of part of it. 3. A court of vice 


admiralty was without authority erected there, with a view 
chiefly to condemn as prize two French Eaft India ſhips and 


a South-ſea ſhip, and their cargoes, of the value of 600000 f. 


or more, and notice ſent by the commodore to. the ſeveral 


colonies upon the continent that ſale would be made of them 
under ſuch condemnation at a time prefixed. 4. Upon re- 


ducing Louiſbourg the garriſon preſuming that many French 


ſhips were ſtanding for that place, as a port of ſafety, kept the 
French flag flying for a decoy to them. This had the deſired 


effect in drawing the ſhips aforementioned to it, which were 


prevented from entering the harbour when making it by ſome- 
of Mr. Warrens ſquadron lying there, which went out 
merely to make theſe captures. .The troops could not be per- 
ſuaded the ſquadron had any ſuch excluſive right, but com- 
plaining ſaid it was contrary to all reaſon and equity that 
they ſhould undergo ſuch toil and hazard to provide a harbour 
for the ſquadron, into which they had entered without any 
expence of their powder, having never fired a ſingle ſhot againſt 
the place during the ſiege | / ], and that they ſhould thus by 
iſſuing out, while the fort and garriſon remained faxed, ſolely: 
reap. this fruit of the conqueſt. The more intelligent part 
were of opinion that theſe ſhips not being prize within the 
intent of the act, which gave ſhips taken in the courſe of the 
war to the captors in reward of their merit, they of right be- 
longed to the public treaſure, to be diſpoſed of as juſtice to- 
the ſtate, and the parties concerned in their aui re- 
2 * mee had dan the ſurrender taken and: 


[f] The troops, 1 am b ide did 3 for which they had 3 
not intend by theſe expreſſions to re- but meerly to declare 1 in ſtrong terms: 
_ upon the courage of the ſea-com- their own ſfervices. 


+ 17 kept 
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The Axcizwr Ricut of tbe EncLisn Nation 
kept poſſeſſion of one or more of the batteries with his 
marines, and once taken the keys of the city gates into his 


cuſtody, and interfered in the naval office. Theſe proceed- 


ings, though of ſhort continuance, being held by the troops 


diſhonourable to them, had ſharpened their minds, fo that 


now diſguſt animoſities and murmurs accompanied their 
complaints, which were aggravated other ways, but chiefly by 
the ſickneſs that daily encreaſed upon their unexpected deten- 
tion, and which before their relief carried off 1 500, or more 
of them. Upon the diſcontent of the troops Mr. Pepperrell 
the general informed Mr. Shirley the Maſſachuſetts governor 
that his preſence was neceſſary to allay it; and to pacify for 


the preſent the great numbers who daily preſſed him for their 
| diſcharges he referred them to him, telling them he only had 


power to diſcharge them, and would ſhortly come to Louiſ- 
hour g, deſiring them to ceaſe their importunities only till his 
arrival, the commodore fending at the ſame time his majeſtys 


ſhip Heclor to bring him thither; and the Maſſachuſetts 


4 upon conſidering the general ſtate of the new con- 


queſt made under his commiſſion were extremely urgent with 
him to proceed directly to Louiſbourg, and take upon him the 
government of it, making at the ſame time ſeveral proviſions 
for the fatiofition and encouragement of the troops, where- 


upon he proceeded accordingly. On conſidering how much 
the city was weakened by the ſiege, and that the minds of its 
_ defenders were now ſo far employed upon other objects than 
its ſecurity, and how uncertain it was when and what force 


would come from France in conſequence of Mr. Duviviers 
going thither, of the Renombes return with intelligence of the 
expedition againſt Louiſbourg, and of the great regard which 
the French had for the advancement of their intereſt in this 


quarter, judicious perſons were apprehenſive of the conſe- 


quences of the preſent ſtate of this important place. 
The governor on his arrival reconciled the troops to their 
rontinuance in their duty, though not without difficulty, put 
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an end to the propoſed diſtribution of the conquered lands,. 
and diflolved the pretended court of admiralty, thereby pre- 
venting conteſts innumerable, and difficulties irremediable 

which would have enſued upon the unlawful condemnation, ' 
of ſuch valuable cargoes, and the intended ſubſequent ſales” 
thereof, and the ſeizures for their unlawful importation by the 
purchaſers; and all points were ſettled to general ſatisfaction, 
and a conſtant harmony ſubſiſted between the governon, 
general and commodore. Some time after freſh diſcontents 
among the troops, proceeding chiefly from erroneous notions, 
aroſe to ſuch a height that the greateſt part of them entered 
into a combination to demand their diſmiſſion early the next 
morning upon the parade, information whereof being given 


to the governor late in the afternoon ſome of the ring- leaders | 


were thereupon ſecured, the men off duty ordered into their 
| barracks, a council of war. called, and orders given for an ex- 


traordinary number of officers to walk the rounds till morning, 


and that the ſeveral regiments ſhould be very early drawn un 


at their reſpective alarm poſts for the governor to ſpeak to 
them, when by promiſing advance pay to ſuch of the Maſſa-- 


chuſetts troops, whole pay was unequal to thoſe of Couneclicut, 


as ſhould be detained till the ſpring, and by aſſuring them 


that in order to provide for their cloathing during the winter 
he had two months before deſired the governors of New York 


and Penfilvania to procure for him what woollens they could 


upon his own bills, in. addition to what the aſſembly ſhould: 
be able to buy in Be/or; that he had lately ah advice 


that a very large quantity. of woollens were ſhiped for him at 


Philadelphia, and that he expected a ſupply of cloaths of all: 


kinds, and bedding, for them would ſpeedily arrive; that he 


would take care upon his return to Beſſon that whatever was 3 


due to any of them ſhould be forthwith paid to their orders, 
and by informing them all that he expected a conſiderable 
number of recruits were then upon their paſſage, and that by 


the mine of October he would diſcharge as many of thoſe 


who» | 
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a I. The Ancient RicnT of the EncGlisn Nation 
who ſerved at the ſiege as would reduce the garriſon to 2000, 
which number muſt of neceſſity be retained that winter to 
ſecure the conqueſt they had made; by theſe and other means 

he explained away or removed the cauſes of their mutinous 
diſpoſition; ſo that being entirely ſatisfied no future diſcon- 

tent appeared among them. LED 

In the beginning of July the Bre/ ſquadron, with Mr. 
Duwvivier on board, conſiſting of ſeven ſhips of war, including 

the Renomee, appointed to reduce Aunapolis, deſtroy the Exghſh, 

and prote& the French fiſhery, failed ; but on gaining certain 
intelligence in their paſſage that the Exgliſb were in poſſeſſion 

of Lowiſbourg, and had a ſtrong ſquadron there, they returned. 

It is needleſs to ſay that the Cape Breton expedition was the 

| reaſon of ſending the Engliſb. ſquadron, or to ſet forth the 
dangers that would have attended Nova Scotia and the Engliſh 
fiſhery from this French ſquadron, in caſe that expedition had 
not been made, and ſo large a ſquadron ſent out on that oc- 
cahon 6 e 8 

Mr. Shirley after enquiring into the ſtate of Quebec and the 

forts Frederick, Frontenac and MWiagara, with the diſpoſition 

of the ſix nations, was of opinion that the Exgliſb having 
taken cape Breton, following their blow, might reduce Canada; 
Wherefore during his ſtay at Lowiſbourg he concerted meaſures 

with Mr. Pepperrell and Mr. Warren tor an expedition againſt 

it, and before his departure on the 30 of Vovember he and 
Mir. Warren propoſed the attempt to his majeſtys miniſters; 
A. D. 1:46, whereupon his majeſty in the ſpring ordered fix battalions of 
his troops, under the command of general Sz. Clair, to be 
joined by ſuch troops as could be raiſed in ſeaſon by the colo- 
nies, with a proper naval force, to be employed in this ſervice. 
France at the ſame time intending to ſecure the conqueſt of 
Nova Scotia reſolved to ſend out for that purpoſe a-ſtrong 
ſquadron from Bref}, with a conſiderable number of troops, to 
be joined by Mr. Conflans ſquadron from cape Frangois in 
 Chebufto, fince called Halifax, harbour, and aſſiſted with a 


_ 
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10 the AMERICAN FISHERY, &c. _ 
body of Canadians and Indians, theſe two ſquadrons com- 55 
poſing a greater force than had at any time been employed 
againſt the northern part of America, and Mr. Conflans 
ſquadron being probably ordered to come from cape Frangois 
not only for the fake of its additional ſtrength, but alſo for 
better preventing the Engh/h from knowing the force of the 
armament prepared againſt them. _ n | 
The two nations having compleated their preparations for 
theſe expeditions the Engl varying their councils laid afide 
theirs; but France proſecuting hers, on the 29® of April duke 
D' Amville the commander failed from Bref, without having, 
as it ſhould ſeem, collected his whole force; and after put= _ 
ting back he failed thence again on the 7 of May for port 
Louis, and having been detained at different places on the 
coaſt by contrary winds, or other cauſes, till the 224 of June, | OY 
he then failed from Rochelle with the Worthumberlamd and 1 
Tigre of 66 guns, the Trident, Ardent, Mars and Alcide of 
64, the Caribou and Leopard of 60, and the Diamant and 
| Boree of po, with ſeveral ſmaller ſhips of force, two fire ſhips, 
two tenders with artillery, and a great number of other veſſels, _ 
with 3150 troops, and large quantities of ſtores and provi- 
fions. The deſtination of this ſquadron was kept fo ſecret 
that an officer of one of the ſhips of war, in his letter dated 
at Chebuf%o Oftober 10, taken in an advice boat ſent thence to 
France, expreſſed himſelf thus. The 19% [of July] the 
«© Renomee went a-head, we imagine, to get ſome intelligence 
of the place we were deſtined for; and according to his 
relation of their voyage, meeting with calms, little or contrary | 
winds; after having left France. 64 days they were at 300 
leagues diſtance from MVova Scotia, the place to which the 
then imagined they were bound. On the 10 of September = 
they diſcovered the coaſt of Acadia, hoping then to get into x 
Cbebuclo their intended port with fafety; but on the 130 a - 
| ſtorm came on which diſtreſſed and diſperſed the fleet. On 
the 15% the weather clearing up they joined the Tre and 25 
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merchant ſhips. T he Caribou, Alcide and Mars loſt each a 
top-maſt, and the laſt being very leaky, he ſays, ſteered for 
the American iſlands, the Alcide being ordered to take care of 
her. On the 27* Mr. de Tourmelle, the ſecond in command, 

with the greater part of the fleet, got into Chebuclo, whos, 
according to other accounts, duke D Anville had arrived with 
a few ſhips two or three days before, and, overcome by his. 


grief at miſſing the reſt of his fleet, and her diſaſters, he de- 


ſtroyed himſelf. The French officer aforementioned ſays that 
on their arrival they were told he died of an apoplexy that day 


at two in the morning. On his death the command devolving 
on Mr. de Tourmell, to proceed in the words of the letter 


writer, he called a council of war; but by a particular, 
extraordinary and tragical accident Mr. de Tourmell is no 
longer our general; the council of war, which held ſeven, 
or eight hours, exaſperated him ſo violently, that, on the 
i* of Oclober, he was ſeized with a fever, and ban after 
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« delirious, which ſo extremely apitated him, that, imagining, 


« himſelf among the Engliſh, he laid his hand on his ſword, 

and ran it through his body: he is yet alive, but ſo con- 
ſiderably weakened that he voluntarily conferred the com- 
„mand on Mr. de la Jonquiere, who in ſpight of our mis- 
fortunes gives us great expectations, for without derogating 

Gom duke D' Anvilles character, Mr. de la Jannine has as 
much activity, and more experience. 15 
«© Thus, notwithſtanding our weak neſs, a very long paſſage, D 
and a great deal of ſickneſs, which has much leflened our 

numbers, as well as the ſeparation of the Ardent, Caribou, 
* Mars, Alcide, and the Argonaute fire ſhip: What is be- 
„come of the three firſt we know. not, and what is till 
* worle, they have all troops on board; 1 lay, notwithſtand- 
ing all this, we flatter ourſelves with fuccels.in the conqueſt 


« of Mova Scotia.” Some ſhort time before duke D' Anvilles 
arrival Mr. Conflans arrived off Chebufto, with four capital 


"14 


«c 


cc 


ſhips, where having continued cruizing ſome days, hearing 


nothing 
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nothing of the dukes ſquadron, he concluded the deſtination 

of it was changed, and thereupon quitted the coaſt, 

It is to be noted that while the French fleet lay at Chebufto 

an Exgliſb admiral lay with a ſquadron in Louiſbourg harbour, 

and the Maſſachuſetts governor, in order to give him the beſt 
intelligence that could be got of the ſtrength of the French 
{quadron, ſent a ſmall ſchooner to reconnoitre it, and carry 

him a diſtin& account of it, which was done, and from the 
condition wherein it was fotind the beſt judges thought the 
Engliſh ſquadron was ſufficient to deſtroy it; yet the governor 

of Lowſbourg, an experienced ſea-officer, i in vain preliest the 

admiral to make the attempt. 

In Auguft Mr. de Ramſay with 1 700 Canadians and Indians 

came and encamped within a mile and halfs diſtance from 

Ann mafolis, with an intent to join the forces expected from 
Hane. The Maſſachuſetts governor being adviſed of this 

determined to ſend 1 500 of the troops raiſed by that province 

for the Canada expedition, for the proſecution whereof admi- 

ral Leftock was daily expected with a ſquadron from England, 

to preſerve Nova Scotia, and ordered 600 to be forthwith 

embarked, and admiral Warren being at Boſton ordered the 
Cheſter of 50 guns to proceed directly to Arnapolrs, to au-, 
ment the {mall naval force lying there. The Cheſter arrived 

in a few days, and 400 of the troops from Fat ſoon after. 

Upon the arrival of this reinforcement Mr. de Ramſay appre- 
| hending the troops to be double their real number, and that 
another large number with a greater ſea force was ſoon to 
follow, and deſpairing of the arrival of the French armament 

that year, ſuddenly decamped, ſent 1200 of his troops back to 
Cenada, and retired with his remaining force. to Minas, © 
whence he communicated his falſe alarm to Mr. de la In- 
quiere at Chebufto, which according to good intelligence 
actually prevented him from ſending ſome frigates i up the "ay Sor = 
of Fans with troops, artillery, and ordnance ſtores. CA WT 
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68 The AxncitnT RicuT of the ExcLIsH NATION 
Mr. de Ia Jonguiere continued at Chebufio to recover his 
mien and repair his ſhips, employing the crews and materials 
| of ſome that he burnt to ſtrengthen the reſt, till the 30 of 
| | November, when he failed, ſteering his courſe for the — of 
Funda, whether with intent to go up it with his whole force, 
or to ſend up only part of it for the reduction of Annapolis, is 
uncertain. Upon his making cape Sable an exceſſive hard 
gale drove him off the coaſt, and diſperſed his ſhips, of which 
two returning in a few days, one of them, of 50 guns, went 
N up the bay as high as the narrows, expecting, as was ſuppoſed, 
| to find others of them there; being diſcovered from the fort, 
[ and thereupon chaced by the Chefter, ſhe ſtood out of the bay, 5 
= and no more was heard of any of the fleet. 
=o But this great providential deliverance did not ſecure Nova 
| Scotia from danger till freſh forces could come from France 
3 againſt it the next ſummer; for Mr. de Ramſay continued 
there with about 500 Canadians and Indians, exciting the in- 
= habitants to take up arms againſt their ſovereign and join him, 
| ER in order to reduce Annapolis and change their ſubjection, for 
which purpoſe he made uſe of falſe pretences, perſuaſions, and 
menaces. The elder part of theſe inhabitants were Britiſb 
Iubjects by their election, ſubſequent to the treaty of UVrrecht, 
and the other ſubjects by birth, and they were all French by - 
birth or deſcent, without the eſtabliſhment and execution of 
the proper Engli 7 government among them, or their minds 
reconciled to it, and they were French in their cuſtoms and 
manners as well as language and religion, and conſiderably 
under the influence of their prieſts and the governor of Canada, 
wuhence he conceived great hopes of ſucceſs, more eſpecially 
as the inhabitants of Chizgnefo were open y devoted to France, 
and thoſe of Minas and Annapolis river were wavering ; in 
order to it having ſummoned the deputies of the three diſtricts 
to attend him he told them he had intelligence that the + 
- Maſſachuſetts governor was ſending a large body of troops to 
force them from their eſtates, for the defence whereof he 
T Ce Ls exhorted 
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exhorted them to join him; they promiſed to report his pro- 


poſal to their principals, and give him their anſwer within a 


limited time. To counteract Mr. de Ramſay governor Shirley 


reſolved, though the winter was far advanced, to attempt 


driving him out of Minas as ſoon as a freſh recruit of troops 


could be ſent, and in the mean time to prevent his pro- 


greſs in gaining over the inhabitants he tranſmitted to Mr. 
 Maſcarene, lieutenant governor of Mova Scotia, a number of 
printed declarations in French under his hand, to be diſperſed 
throughout the diſtricts of Minas and Annapolis river, wherein 
he aſſured them that ſuch as ſhould remain firm in their 


allegiance ſhould be protected in the poſſeſſion of their lands 
and juſt rights, according to the treaty of Itrecht, at the ſame 
time letting them know that he ſhould ſoon ſend to Minas a 


force ſufficient for the removal of Mr. de Ramſay, and their pro- 


tection. Theſe declarations arriving in ſeaſon Mr. Maſcarene 


found means to diſperſe them among the deputies and in- 


habitants before the day appointed for giving their anſwer to 


Mr. de Ramſay; whereupon they unanimouſly declared to 
| him they were reſolved to truſt to the aſſurances given them 
by governor: Shirley of their being protected in the enjoyment 
of their eſtates by the king of Great Britain, and abſolutely 
refuſed to take up arms as he deſired. This they immediately 
ſigniſied to Mr. Maſcarene, and by their addreſſes to Mr. 
Shirley gave thanks for the protection promiſed them, and de- 


clared their reſolutions to be loyal ſubjects to the king. 


In the latter end of /Vovember, and beginning of December, 


the troops deſtined: for Minas embarked at Boſton for Auna- 
polis; one of the tranſports with the greateſt: part of the 


troops on board was. loſt in their paſſage, the reſt arrived ſafe, . 
and being ſtrengthened with a party from the. garriſon em- 
barked for Minas, and entered Grand Pre; the chief town in 
Mr. de Ramſay 
having received intelligence of this force coming againſt him 


that diſtrict, in the latter end of December. 


: * - 


| had+ retired to Chiegne&a: the extreme leverity of. the ſeaſon 


*s, 


„„ 


prevented 
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prevented the Vew England troops from following him thi- 
ther according to their orders. On the laſt day of January, 
being informed that they were diſtributed into diſtant quarters 
for their accommodation, and being promiſed aſſiſtance by 
ſome of the inhabitants, he diſpatched a large party of Cana- 
dians and Indians, under Mr. La Corne, who in a violent 
ſnow ſtorm making a march through the woods, deemed im- 
practicable by the Enghſh, entered the town at midnight, and 
ſurrounded the chief part of them in their quarters, the 
oreateſt part of whom were killed, wounded or taken pri- 
ſoners; the reſt of theſe, and the parties which were not 
ſurrounded, forced their way through the enemy to the guard- 

| houſe, a defenſible ſtone building, whence two companies 
marched the next morning to attack the enemies head quar- 
ters; but after twice diſcharging their muſquetry they were 
obliged to retreat. The day following Mr. La Corne pro- 
poſed a parley, which being conſented to they agreed that 
each party ſhould bury their dead. He then propoſed theſe 
terms of capitulation, that upon ſurrendring the fort they 
ſhould have leave to march out with drums beating, colours 
flying, and other uſual honours of war; a ſufficient quantity 
of ammunition and proviſions allowed to wry them in their 
march back to Annapolis, and neceſſaries for carrying off their 
ſick and wounded; and that they ſhould quit Minas, and 
not bear arms in any part of /Veve Scotia during the term of 
one year, to which they ſubmitted. The killed, wounded 
and priſoners taken in this action by the French amounted to 
about 160, and the Canadians and Indians killed and wounded 
by the Engli i/> were computed to be between - 50 and 60. 
Mr. La Corne quitted Minas in a few days, r a ſmall 

1 party there under command of an inferior officer. 

1 Mr. de Ramſay on gaining this advantage, in the name * 

1 wm the governor of Canada, iſſued declarations to the French in- 

habitants, requiring them to take up arms whenever they 

3 5 ſhould be called upon by him againſt the Engl, , on pain of 

. death, 
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death, having their houſes burnt, and their eſtates confiſcated; 
and with theſe he publiſhed the biſhop of Ruebecs declaration, 
pronouncing them abſolved from their former oaths of fidelity 
to the king of Great Britain. On the other hand governor 
Shirley, thy cut off all pretenſions to the conqueſt of Minas 
that might be founded on the capitulation at Grand Pre, 
propoſed to Mr. Maſcarene to ſend as many of tlie troops un- 
reſtrained by the late capitulation as could be ſpared from the 
garriſon, to retake the diſtrict of Minas, and at the ſame tine 3 
to bring as many of the French deputies as they could to _ 
Annapolis to renew their oaths of fidelity; Mr. Maſcarens - | 
accordingly ſent out a party of rangers, with orders to land 
at Grand Pre, where the commanding officer on his landing 
was informed that the Canadians apprehending another deſcent. 
might be made by the Engliſb, and that they were unſafe 
at Minas, had abandoned it, and retreated to Chiegnecto, 
which on entering the body of the town he ſound true, where- - 
upon he took poſſeſſion of the diſtri, erecting the Engliſh: 
ſtandard upon the guard-houſe; and after taking ſuch of) the 
deputies And inhabitants as he thought proper he returned: 
with them to Annapolis. Soon after this Mr. de Ramſay 
evacuated the riet which the French invaded no more 
during the waer. | 17 

On the 30 of May 1747 the admirals Anſon and Warren, A. . 75 
being off — Finiſterre with a large ſquadron, fell in with | 
the lr fleet under the command of Mr. de la Jonquiere,. 
conſiſting of thirty eight ſhips, whereof fix were ſhips of war, 
and three were their Eaſt India company thips fitted out as. 
ſuch, the reſt appearing; to be under their convoy; all the 
{hips of fore were taken, but the others eſcaped. Accord- 
ing to advices publiſhed, and ſaid to be ſent by Mr. Anſon,. = 
« 'The French fleet was to have ſeparated in a day or two, Je 
the Invincible and Jaſon were bound to the Eaſt: Indies, ; 
« with the trade and ſtore ſhips ; the other ſhips were for. 

«x * Conadarwith ſoldicrs and es to enable the inhabitants ke . 
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«retake cape Breton.” According to other intelligence part 
of this force was intended to proceed directly up the bay of 


Funda, and reduce Annapolis if poſſible before the Engliſh 
could be adviſed of the attempt, and ſend the neceſſary 
ſuccours. ee 
A treaty of peace was concluded at fix la Chapelle between 
Great Britain, France and the States General, to which the 
other powers principals and auxiliaries in the ſeveral wars 
acceded, by the third article whereof the treaty of Utrecht 


was renewed and confirmed; by the fifth article, together 
with the preliminary articles and declarations preceding, it 
was agreed that all the conqueſts made during the war ſhould 
be reſtored, and by the ninth article his Britannicl majeſty 
engaged to ſend to his moſt Chriſtian majeſty immediately 


after the exchange of the ratifications of the treaty two per- 
ſons of rank and conſideration, to remain as hoſtages till there 


ſhould be received a certain and authentic account of the 
reſtitution of Ie Royal, called Cape Breton. 


L have ſet forth the proceedings of the two nations relative 


to Nova Scotia and Cape Breton, with other incident matters, 


during the courſe of the war thus concluded, 1, becauſe the 


facts were not generally well known at the time, or have not 


been ſince well remembered. 2. Becauſe the proceedings of 


the Engliſh laid in a good meaſure the foundation of later 


conqueſts. 3. That the practices of the French in this war 


may in ſome meaſure ſhew their policy with reſpect to the 


Indians, and to thoſe who from French become Britiſh ſubjects. 


4. That upon recollecting what rapid conqueſts were made 


by France in Europe, and that ſhe had taken from the Eng 
their principal ſettlement in India — that Cape Breton was 


the ſole conqueſt made by the. Eugliſb, and was the fruit of 


an expedition begun without royal direction, and which, all 


things conſidered, I conceive, has not its fellow, and from 
what imminent dangers Nova Scotia was ſaved by providence, 
and the extraordinary exertion of the Britiſb ſubjects in its 

i | EO TE IRR _ neighbourhood, - 
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neighbourhood, and conſidering what difficulties in caſe of its 
loſs would have attended the recovery of it by arms or nego- 
tration, together with the loſſes which the nation has ſuſtained : 
in the fiſhery otherways, we may be excited to take the beſt 
care for the preſervation and improvement of what is left. 
In the beginning of the year 1749 the governor of Canada 4. D. 1749. 
and the biſhop of Quebec took freſh meaſures utterly incom- 
patible with his Britannich majeſtys ſovereignty over ova 
Scotia, of which the following copy of part of a letter from 
Mr. _ to the marquis de Ia Galliſonier, dated at Bo/don 

the o of May 1749, . (ae the beſt information Tum 
any power. 


ce Sir, | 

% Two days ago I received from Mr. Maſearene a copy of .. = 
« your letter to him, dated at Quebec the 1 5% of January, ; 
wherein, among other demands, you call upon him to ac- | 
* quaint you whether he intends to comprehend the Abenaqui 
Indians in the peace, without requiring any kind of ſub- 
miſſion from them; and deſire that in ſuch caſe he would 
« engage me to let them reſettle in their village, and their 
e miſſionaries remain there with them unmoleſted, as they 
« did before the war; obſerving to him that thoſe Indians 
e entered into the war only as your allies, and therefore when 
« the war was finiſhed with you it ought to be fo with re- 

te gard to them; and you proceed to fay, Sir, that if they 
thought otherwiſe in Mew England you (hall be obliged to 
_< aſſiſt thoſe Indians, intimating that it is of importance to 
« the ſafety and tranquillity of the frontiers of the Maſſa- 
« chuſetts Bay that you ſhould have a ſpeedy. and poſitive _ 
et anſwer, and that you ſhall not be ſurprized 8 the Indians 
* ſhould proceed to = of violence.” - by 
„ To this, Sir, which is the fourth demand i in your 1 
« Mr. Maſcarene having referred you to me upon it, I ſhall 
&« comply with your requeſt 1 in giving as ſpeedy and es {4 4 
an anſwer as * be.“ e ä 
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«© The river of St. Johns, upon which that part of the 
Indians to which you chiefly refer, is ſeated, has been ever 
« deemed to be ſituated within the heart of Vova Scotia, and 
conſequently that tribe of Iadians, together with the French 
inhabitants upon the fame river, are within his majeſtys 
« territories; and accordingly, Sir, the latter have acknow- 
e ledged themſelves ever ſince the treaty of Uzrechz, to be the 
«© ſubjects of Great Britain by taking the oaths of fidelity and 


LA 


* 


. 


* allegiance to it, and have had the protection of his majeſtys 


% government in common with his other ſubjects in that pro- 
% yince: this being the caſe, theſe Indians when the advice of 


c a rupture between his majeſty and the king your maſter was 


&« hourly expected, under the pretext of ſending a deputation 


©« to Mr. Maſcarene, to deſire they might remain in peace 


te and amity with the Emghſb notwithſtanding war ſhould 

ce happen between the two crowns, gained admiſſion into 

« Annapolis Royal for ſome of their tribe, who were in reality 
ce (as it afterwards proved) ſpies; and having obtained Mr. 
te Maſcarenes agreement to what they pretended to propoſe 
& jn behalf of their tribe, and being honourably treated and 
e diſmiſſed by him, returned in three weeks after, among others 
& of their tribe, with the miſſionary Le Loutre at their head, 
te ſurprized and killed as many of the Ernghfſb at Annapolis 
« Royal as they caught without the fort, deſtroyed their cattle, 


* burnt their houſes, and continued acts of hoſtility againſt 
ce the garriſon till the arrival of the firſt party of ſuccours 


« which I ſent it from New England; ſuch was the entrance 
&« of theſe Indians, Sir, into the war with us, and their alli- 


« ance with you.“ 


&« For this perfidious behaviour I cauſed war to be declared 


* in his majeſtys name againſt them at Boſton in November 


« 1744, and, ſo far as it depends upon me, they ſhall not be 
ce admitted to terms of peace till they have made a proper 
e ſubmiſſion for their treachery, unleſs they ſhould be already 
ce comprehended in the definitive treaty of peace and 17 
« ſhip 
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« ſhip lately concluded at Aix la Chapelle which I ſhall on rind 
40 _ ſtrictly obſerve in every point. 
As to what you have thought fit to declare, Sir, in your 
« letter concerning your intentions to ſupport the Indians in 
« acts of hoſtility againſt us, unleſs we give them peace upon 


e the terms there preſcribed by you, and the danger which 
ce the frontiers of the Maſſachuſetts Bay in particular may be 


0 in, unleſs you have a {peedy and poſitive anſwer upon this 


cc e what I have to ſay in anſwer is, that I ſhall be ſorry 
ec for a new rypture between us, and am and 4 deſirous to have 
« perfe& tranquillity reſtored to the province under my y go- 


« vernment ; but if the latter is not to be the caſe, and you 
< think fit to make yourſelf a party in an Indian war againſt 


« us; I doubt not but his majeſtys ſubjects upon this conti- 
« nent will be able to make juſt repriſals upon, Canada, when 
ee jt ſhall be his majeſtys pleaſure to have them do it. 

II can't avoid expreſſing great ſurprize at the other parts 
* of your letter, whereby you take upon you to call Mr. 
ce Maſcarene to account for expelling the miſſionary from 


« Minas, for being guilty of ſuch treaſonable practices within 
his majeſtys government as merited a much ſeverer puniſh- 


ment than that of expulſion from the province.” 


The right you cn of ſending miſſionaries from France 


to reſide among his majeſtys ſubjects of ova Scotia as their 
*« prieſts, and in conſequence of that your forbidding his ma- 
*« jeſtys governor to make any alteration in the ſtate of reli- 
gion and its miniſters there, is ſtill more extraordinary; and 
* I muſt not omit upon this occaſion to remark to you that 


„I think the letter which the biſhop of Quebec lately wrote 


** to Mr. Maſcarene concerning his intended viſitation of his 
© majeſtys ſubjects in that government in ſuch terms as 
ſhewed he looks upon them as part of his cure of fouls, and 
«© within his joriſdieion was likewiſe an Ea at- 
5 . and can t be admitted. 


"as 45h Four 
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© which you are pleaſed to call in your letter dependences of 


by the LUirecht treaty, accompanied with thirty years poſſeſſion, 
without moleſtation or claim, they pretended they were to 


The Axctxnt Ricut of the ENOLIsH NATION 
« Your interfering in his majeſtys puniſhment of his ſub- | 

« jeAs in Mova Scotia, inflicted for rebellious and treaſonable 
practices againſt his crown, and his requiring others of them 
to renew their oaths' of fidelity; and in one word your 
treating the ſubjects of the crown of Great Britain in that 
province as if you looked upon them as ſubjects of his moſt 
« Chriſtian majeſty, and being under his allegiance, is, if 
< poſſible, ſtill more ſurprizing; and as theſe attempts are 
* manife{t invaſions of the undoubted right which every 
prince has over his ſubjects, I can't but look upon them as. 
* inſults upon his majeſtys e which n no fur- 
ther anſwer.” 
After theſe attempts, Bir, upon bis maßeſtys right of go 
cc vernment over his ſubjects in Vova Scotia, I am leſs ſurprized 
at your encroachments upon the limits of his province, 


the government of Canada.” 
In the enſuing ſummer the governor of Canada ſent an 


officer with a party of ſoldiers to take poſſeſſion of Str. Johns, 
river, and, that they might give the leſs alarm to the Engliſh, 
this party, according to my information, did not exceed thirty 
men: and as the moſt flagrant violations of the rights of 
others are ſeldom committed without ſome pretence, in order 
to palliate, if poſſible, this hoſtile proceeding, whereby they 


ſeized a country to which the Briziſh crown had a clear right 


ſtay there only till commiſſaries appointed by Great Britain 
and France ſhould ſettle the limits of Acadia, of which pro- 
vince the French governor now pretended this river was not 
part, but of the dependences of Canada. This party not 
being repelled upon their coming they continued from time to 
time encreaſing various ways in their number, adding en- 
croachment to encroachment, and one hoſtility to another, 


until they had ſeized the main body of the province, and 
5 2 
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brought the whole into that ſtate of diftreſs and danger 


repreſented by the > governor, ſolicitous for its preſervation, in 


his letter of the q of May 1750, to the lieutenant . A. p. 1750. 
of Maſſachuſetts Bay, as follows. 


cc Sir, 


I wrote you ſome time ago my thoughts concerning the 
6 « Maſſachuſetts province remaining at peace with the Indians, 
while they under the direction of the French are doing 
60 every miſchief in their power in Mova Scotia — I acquainted! 


you that I had ſent a detachment under the command of 


466 


major Laurence to diſlodge the French and Indians from 
* Chinefo, and to eſtabliſh themſelves there — Four hundred 


men, regulars and rangers, was all the force I could pru- 


< dently ſpare: I had very ſtrong reaſons for ſending this 


„ detachment at this time rather than wait for additional 
forces from England.” 


I was ſure the French could not have raiſed any conſider- 


able works in winter, but that they would undoubtedly 


* make ſome works of conſequence. this ſpring, and if joined 
heartily by the inhabitants might execute ſuch. a work as it 
* would be very difficult to maſter — It was not altogether: - 
certain that more force ſhould be ſent from home, nor 
© could the time of their arrival be depended upon,” 
knew that La Corne and Loutre, and the other prieſts. 
at Chine&o, have been doing ſuch miſchief in this province 
as one nation never attempted towards another in profound 
peace — I know that they made the Sr. Johns tribe break. 
their treaty — I know. they ſet the Micmacs againſt us 
They made the inhabitants of ChineFo ſwear allegiance to 
the French, king That Loutre has been more than once at 


Cobeguid to ſtir the other inhabitants to rebellion --- That 


* meſlages,” promiſes and threats have been conſtantly ſent to. 
4 his- onde ſubjects the French inhabitants all over the pro- 
Vie, vince, 
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vince, to make them retire — That they are threatened with 
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a general maſſacre if they remain.” 
All theſe reaſons determined me to try with the force I 


have to ſecure CHinecto Little did I think. that any French 
officer would preſume to go the lengths that you will find 


La Corne has done; te ſet fire to Beaubaſſin the minute 
the veſſels were in light --- He carried all the inhabitants 
with their effects beyond the river; there he planted French 
colours, and lined the dykes with his troops, Canadians, the 
rebel inhabitants, and the ſavages: the whole amounted to 
2500 men--- He plainly declared to major Laurence that 
he would defend that fide of the river as the king of Frances 
to the laſt extremity---They openly claim the north ſide of 
the bay of Fundy from Chine& to Kennebec river.” 

The French ada harraſſed and moleſted by the 
French and ſavages, and deſpairing of our being able to 
protect them (and indeed without a force at Ghme@o tis 


0 


* 


** 


8 


Fu 


K 


0 


ev 


.C 


* 


0 


a 


0 


* 


impoſſible) have all of them reſolved to quit the province, 


<« and throw themſelves into the arms of the French — All 


*« theſe inhabitants the French propoſe to ſettle on the north 


< {1de of the bay of Fundy. 


„This, Sir, is a On account of the faithleſs violent pro- 


«© ceedings of the French, and their ambitious views.” 
« If we allow their ſchemes to be carried into execution 


the conſequence will be certain rum not to this province 
© only, but to all the northern colonies.” -The French after 


this continued their hoſtilities, and erected fort after fort, to 


ſecure the main part of the province already ſeized, and lay 


the reſt, left to the Engliſh for the preſent, wider ſo many 


different fires as cooperating with that of Louiſbourg would 


greatly aſſiſt them to reduce this remnant allo, whenever they 
thould think fit to make the attempt. 


In the mean time commiſſaries being appointed by the two 
crowns to ſettle the limits of their reſpective dominions in 


North America, and their negotiations taking place on the 21* 


gay 
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day of September 1750, the Britiſh commiſſaries, by their 
writing under their hands, after reciting the aforeſaid ceſſion 
of all Nova Scotia or Acadia to the crown of Great Britain by 
the - treaty of Urrechr, with the ſubſequent authentic act 
ſigned by the French king at Marli, whereby he yielded up 


the ſaid country with all its dependences to the queen of 


Great Britain, declared what were the limits which they de- 


manded as the true boundaries thereof, to wit --- © On the 


« Weſt, towards New En poland, by the river Penubſeot, other-- 


& wiſe called Pemagoet, net is to ſay, beginning at its entrance, 


and from thence drawing a ſtreight line Northward to the 
« river of St. Laurence, or the great river of Canada. On 
the North by the ſaid river of Sr. Laurence, going along 
« the South- ſide of it to Cape Roſers, ſituated at its en- 
ce trance. To the Eaſt, by the great gulph of Sr. Laurence 
*« from the ſaid Cape Noſſers, running South Eaſtwards, by 
*« the iſlands of Baccalio or Cape Breton, leaving theſe iſlands. 


s at the right, and the gulph of Sr. Laurence and Newfound- 
land, with the iſlands belonging thereto, on the left, unto- 
** the cape or promontory called Cape- Breton: And, to the 


South by the great Atlantic ocean, drawing to the South 


Weſt from the ſaid Cape- Breton, by the cape Sable, taking 
ce in the iſland of that name, round about the bay of Fundi, 
« which goes up Eaſtward into the country, to the entrance 


of the river Penobſcot, or Pentagoet. 
And agreeable hereto the ſaid 8 demand all! 


the lands, continents, iſlands, coaſts, bays, rivers and places. 


„ which are compriſed within the ſaid limits, or are depen-- 
dent on the ſaid Nova Scotia, or Acadia, hounded as above, 
with the ſovereignty, property, &c. as belonging to the- 
crown of Great Britain by virtue of the ſaid twelfth article: 
* of the treaty. of Utrecht, without reſervation or diminution, 


79 


except the {aid iſland of Cape: Breton, and the iſlands fituated; 


d at the mouth of the river of St. Laurence, or in the gulph 


" « the ſame name, the which are reſerved to the crown of 


« France: 
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ce France by the 1 30% article of the faid treaty. And without 
« that it be permitted to the ſubjects of the crown of France 
« to fiſh in the ſeas, bays, and other places within thirty 
© leagues diſtance South Eaſt of the coaſts of the ſaid Vous 
 -- &« Scotia or Acadia, beginning from the ſaid ifland of Sable 
[1 * inclufavely, and ftretching along to the South Welt [þ].” 


| 5 Dad oi a Tiver Airides the dominions * ener a line con- 
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The 8 made by K king r to Sir 75. a „ 
comprehended all the wn. iflands and ſeas lying near or 
| within 6 leagues of the lands of the continent by him granted, 
on the Weſt, North, and Eaſt parts thereof ; yet, to ſay no- 
= thing of any other part, the northern boundary of the Britiſh 
\| dominion claimed by the Briziſh commiſſaries includes neither 
fuch part of the river Canada, or Si. Laurence as belonged 
tothe crown of Great Britain by force of the general rules of 

ſovereignty and propriety taking place between princes in ſuch 

caſes, nor the 6 leagues in breadth of that river granted by 

the charter of king James; on the contrary the dominion 

claimed 1s expreſsly bounded on the North by the river of 

— St. Laurence, going along the South fide of it to cape Rofrers. 
This claim, ſaving the iſlands ſpecially reſerved to France, 
compriſed all the lands which under the name of Acadia were 
in 1670 delivered up by Charles II to Lewis XIV, purſuant 
to the treaty of Breda, and no other lands; nevertheleſs the 
French commiſſaries by their memorial of the 21* of September 
1750 declared, . That it reſulted from the treaty, 1, That 
Annapolis was not compriſed in the ancient limits of Acadia, 
« which was alſo conformable to the moſt ancient deſcrip- 
< tions of the country, and conſequently ancient Acadia con- 
d tained only part of the peninſula of that name. 2dly, That 
ce the iſland of Canſo being ſituated in one of the mouths of 
e the 57 ph of St. Laurence belonged to France. Zaly, That 
I?] Memorials of the Eng/ifþ commiſſaries, &c. 5 7˙ 6 EW 
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« the limits between Vew England and Mew France ought 


not to have undergone any change, and ought now to be 
« what they were before the treaty of Utrecht, which hath 
« altered nothing in that reſpect. And by their memorial 
of the 16® of November following they expreſs themſelves 
thus. © The commiſſaries of his Brizannick .majeſty having 


« deſired the commiſſaries of the king to explain themſelves 
© more preciſely reſpecting the ancient limits of Acadia, the 
<« faid commiſſaries of the king declare that the ancient Acazia 
beginneth at the extremity of Baye Frangoiſe, from cape St. 
« Mary, or cape Fourchu; that it extendeth itſelf along the 


&« coaſts, and terminateth at cape Cane 1% [i].“ 


Whereupon the Britiſb commiſſaries proceeded, and by a 


ſeries of authentic, forcible, and proper evidence, with clear, 


ſolid, and concluſive reaſons, maintained the Br: ifh 3 2 
againſt all objections, fully refuting the French N x 


and fruſtrating their manifold devices. The public being in 


poſſeſſion of the Britiſb proofs and arguments, with the pre- 
tenſions of the French commiſſaries, it may ſuffice here to 


ſay that, contrary to the courſe of hiſtorical and geographical 


knowledge — to the moſt ſolemn tranſactions of the two 
crowns, whereby the country of Acadia as now claimed was 


by the Engh/b ſeveral times delivered up to the French, — to 


the expreſs adjudication and determination made by king 3 


Charles II. at the inſtance of France, with the ſubſequent exe- 


cution— to that notorious extended poſſeſſion which ever 


accompanied the French title when they held this country 


under the name of Acadia — to the French declarations when 


they attempted to enlarge the bounds of Acadia, and make 


a portion of Mew England part of it—to the ada regia of 


the French crown for the government of it when parcel of 


their dominion — and contrary to the plain ſenſe of the 


Utrecht treaty, and the order of the French king given for 


ar er up this province to the queen of Great Britain, they 
lil en of the Engl /þ commillaries, &c. p. 10, 11, 
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attempted to reduce this extenſive country to that ſmall part 
of it which is deſcribed in the annexed map. Theſe nego- 
tiations proving unprofitable to Great Britain, and the French 
during their courſe continuing their violence, and ſtrengthen- 
ing their hold of this province, and moreover proceeding to 


make freſh invaſions of other þ mon of the Britiſh territories, 
reſolutions were taken for effe 


ctually repelling force with 
force. Theſe vigorous meaſures were followed by an open 
war, the events whereof relative to the faſhery conkilined in 
its largeſt extent are ſo recent and well known as to require 


no particular mention. After many victories obtained by the 


Britiſh arms negotiations in order to a peace between the two 
crowns commenced in March 176z, and continued to 
September following, of which I ſhall at preſent take no. farther 
notice than that on the 150 of July France ſuddenly departed 


from the regular courſe of proceeding, and, inſtead of confin- 


A. D. 1762» 


with her, one whereof was, © The privilege for the Spaniſh 
&« nation to fiſh upon the banks of Meufoumdland. This 


ing herſelf to the proper objects of confideration between the 
two belligerant powers, attempted to negotiate with Great 
Britain certain articles on behalf of Spain, then in amity 


attempt, which was juſtly reſented, and the family convention 


concluded between the kings of France and Spain upon the 


15h of Auguft following, with their ſubſequent meaſures, 
have given to us and the Portugueſe a taſte of the fruit of the 
Utrecht treaty ; to which may be added that at the time when 
the ſingle life ſtanding between the crown of France and the 
hereditary right of the king of Spain was in danger, and 


a ſucceſſor became the object of confideration, it was under- 


ſtood in France, as T have been well informed, that in caſe 
death inſued, the king of Spain would aſcend the throne with- 
out oppoſition, all the ſtipulations contained in the Uzrecht 
treaty to the contrary notwithſtanding. - We NE 
On the 3! day of November 1762 preliminary articles of 
peace between his Britannic majeſty, the moſt Cbriſtian as: 
a | anc 


* 
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and the Catholic king, were ſigned at Fontainblean, con- 

taining the following ceſſions and ſtipulations; viz. article 29. 

« « His moſt Chri/tian majeſty renounces all pretenſions 

„ which he has heretofore formed, or might have formed, 

« to ova Scotia or Acadia, in all its parts, and guaranties 

<« the whole of it, with all its dependencies, to the king of 1 
Great Britain: moreover his moſt Cbriſian majeſty cedes _ 
and guaranties to his ſaid Brizannic majefty, in full right, | 

Canada, with all its dependencies, as well as the iſland of 

&« Cap Breton, and all the other iflands in the gulf and river | 

ce of Str. Laurence, without reſtriction, and without any 1 
liberty to depart from this ceſſion and guaranty, under any 

0 pretence, or to trouble Great Britain in the poſſeſſions 

e above-mentioned.” — article 34. The ſubjects of France 

ce ſhall have the liberty of fiſhing and drying on a part of the 
4 coaſts of the iſland of Vewfoundland, ſuch as it is ſpecified 

« in the 13 article of the treaty of Utrecht; which article 

« ſhall be confirmed and renewed by the approaching defini- 

* tive treaty (except what regards the ifland of Cap Breton, 

„sas well as the other iſlands in the mouth and in the gulf 

« of St. Laurence:) And his Britannic majeſty conſents to 

ce leave to the moſt Chriſtian kings ſubjects the liberty to fiſh 

ec jn the gulf of St. Laurence, on condition that the ſub- | 

<« jets of France do not exerciſe the ſaid fiſhery but at the 

«© diſtance of three leagues from all the coaſts belonging to j 
« Great Britain, as well thoſe of the continent as thoſe of the MR 
< iſlands ſituated in the ſaid gulf of Sr. Laurence. And as 1 
to what relates to the fiſhery out of the ſaid gulf, his 

<« moſt Chriſtian majeſtys ſubjects ſhall not exerciſe the fiſhery 

te but at the diftance of fifteen leagues from the coaſts of the 

« jſland of Cap Breton. — article 41. The king of Great 

<« Britain, cedes the iſlands of St. Peter and of Miguem 

<« in full right, to his moſt Chriſtian majeſty, to ſerve as a 

«ſhelter for the French fiſhermen; and his ſaid majeſty 
< obliges himſelf, on his royal word, not to fortify the faid 

Cn „ « iſlands; _ 
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cc jſlands; to erect no buildings there but merely for the con- 


« veniency of the fiſhery; and to keep there only a guard of 
« fifty men for the police.” And, 


On the 10% day of February following a definicive treaty 


of peace between theſe monarchs was concluded at Paris, in 
which the ceſſions and ſtipulations are thus expreſſed; viz. 
article 46. „His moſt Chri/tian majeſty renounces all pre- 


ce tenſions which he has heretofore formed, or might form, to 


Moa Scotia or Acadia, in all its parts, and guaranties the 


« whole of it, and with all its dependencies, to the king of 


„Great Britain: Moreover his moſt Chriſtian majeſty cedes 
ec and guaranties to his ſaid Britannic majeſty, in full right, 
Canada, with all its dependencies, as well as the iſland of Cape 


© Breton, and all the other iſlands and coaſts in the gulf 


and river St. Laurence, and, in general, every thing that 
« depends on the ſaid countries, lands, iſlands, and coaſts, 


with the ſovereignty, property, poſſeſſion, and all rights ac- 


<« quired by treaty or otherwiſe, which the moſt Chriſtian 


« king, and the crown of France, have had till now over the 


« ſaid countries, iſlands, lands, places, coaſts, and their in- 
* habitants, ſo that the moſt Chri/tian king cedes and makes 


over the whole to the ſaid king, and to the crown of Great 


© Britain, and that in the moſt ample manner and form, 


« without reſtriction, and without any liberty to depart from 


« the ſaid ceſſion and guaranty, under any pretence, or to 
*< diſturb Great Britain in the poſſeſſions above mentioned” — 
Article 5®, The ſubjects of France ſhall have the liberty 


of fiſhing and drying on a part of the coaſts of the iſland 


* of {Vewfoundland, ſuch as it is ſpecified in the 13 article 
© of the treaty of Utrecht; which article is renewed and 
confirmed by the preſent treaty (except what relates to the 
&« iſland of Cape Breton, as well as to the other iſlands and 
« coaſts, in the mouth and in the gulf of &. Laurence: 
« And his Britannic majeſty conſents to leave to the ſubjects 


cc of the moſt Chriſtian king the liberty of fiſhing in the 
gut 
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ce gulf St. Laurence, on condition that the ſubjects of 1 
« France do not exerciſe the ſaid fiſhery but at the diſtance 
of three leagues from all the r ih belonging to Great 
©« Britain, as well thoſe of the continent as thoſe of the iſlands _—_ 
« ſituated in the ſaid gulf Sr. Laurence. And as to what | =. 
ce relates to the fiſhery on the coaſts of the iſland of Cape 
<«- Breton out of the ſaid gulf, the ſubjects of the moſt Chriſtian 
6 king ſhall not be cath to exerciſe the ſaid fiſhery but 
na at the diſtance of fifteen leagues from the coaſts of the iſland 
of Cape Breton, and the fiſhery on the coaſts of Vova Scotia 
40 or Acadia, and every where elſe out of the ſaid gulf, (hall 
c remain on the foot of the former treaties.” — Article Ec. 
« The king of Great Britain cedes the iſlands of St. Pierre 
« and . fake in full right, to his moſt Chriſtian majeſty, 
« to ſerve as a ſhelter to the French fiſhermen: And his faid 
ce moſt Chriſtian majeſty engages not to fortify the faid 
« iſlands; to ere& no buildings upon them but merely for 1 
ce the convenience of the fiſhery; and to keep upon them a : 
4 guard of fifty men only for the police. 

Conſidering the nature and extent of the fiſhery, and the 
paſt conduct of France, too great care, in my poor opinion, 
could not be taken to aſcertain with preciſion how far the Re, 
French ſubje&s ſhould for the future partake of it; yet by 
the laſt member of the 3 preliminary article, containing theſe 
words. © And as to what relates to the fiſhery out of the ſaid 
„gulf, his moſt Chri/tian majeſtys ſubjects ſhall not exerciſe the 
<« fiſhery but at the diſtance of fifteen leagues from the coaſts of 
ce the iſland of Cap Breton.” Several valuable parts of the fiſhery, 
according to my ſenſe of the matter, were opened to the French 
lber men, through inadvertence, I preſume, and in particular 
the fiſhery lying within thirty leagues diſtance from the coaſts 
of Neva Scotia, ſecured to Great Britain by the treaty of 
Utrecht. Better proviſion has been made herein by the 530 
article of the treaty, which concludes with theſe words, = 
And. as to what relates to the fiſhery on the coalts of the 

4 ooo iſland. ..- 
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« iſland of Cape Breton out of the ſaid gulf, the ſubjects of 
« the moſt Chrilian king ſhall not be permitted to exerciſe 
ce the ſaid fiſhery but at Ne diſtance of fifteen leagues from the 
ce coaſts of the "land of Cape Breton, and the fiſhery on the 
« coaſts of ova Scotia or Acadia, and every where 15 out of 
ce the ſaid gulf, ſhall remain on the foot of former treaties.” 
The excluſive fiſhery on the coalls of Meva Scotia is hereby 
well ſecured, together with that within fifteen leagues diftance 
from the als of Cape Breton; but as to the fiſhery every 
where elſe out of the gulf, which it is faid ſhall remain on 
the foot of former ma. 3 after conſidering all the other 
parts of the fiſhery lying out of the gulf, 2 the ſuppoſed 
regulations thereof by former treaties, LE are intended to 
be continued for the future, for my part I do not know that 
there are any former treaties ſubſiſting which compriſe theſe 
other parts of the fiſhery, and contain the een n 
thus ſuppoſed. 

With reſpect to the iſlands of $7. Peter and Minh the 
reader may depend on the following account of them, with 
their ſtate at the negotiation of the treaty. © The iſland of 
« St. Peter is above five leagues in circumference, in which | 
+ there is but one harbour, where about 25 fail of ſmall ſhips : 
% may ride in 3: fathom water. It is a barred harbour, 
with about 14 feet water at ſpring tides; but in the road 
30 ſhips of any draught of water may ride from 4 to 12 
* fathom water. At preſent there are but from 30 to 40 
„boats employed in Ka fiſhery, with eight veſſels, but 
« capable for carrying on the fiſhery with 300 boats; and 
the great advantage of the fiſhery at Sz. Peters is that the 

_ - © fiſh are caught and cured much ſooner there than on any 


e other part of the land [4], and en fat for an early 


% market.” 


[ The iſland of Newfoundland, by merchants, failors Fee exhibits con- 
with the adjacent iſlands, is commonly cerned ther called, The Land. | 
« In 


* 
# 
4 
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In the iſland of Miquelon there is no harbour, but a very 1 
* good road in the north part of it, capable of riding 40 fail .—- 
of ſhips of any draught of water, and room for cuting fiſh 
for 300 boats. It is a fine ſpot of paſture ground for feed- 
ing and fattening of cattle, no land in England being 
« ſuperior to it — It is about ten leagues long, and about three 
«* or four miles broad on an average; it has likewiſe the 
advantage of carrying on an early fiſhery, St. Peters lies 
* about Weſt, diſtance twelve leagues from Le  Chapeat 
* Rouge, the weftern part of Placentia bay, and about five 
« leagues from we May, the ſouth eaſt part of Fortune bay. 
From Miquelon head to the weſtern part of the bay of 
« Fortune is about eight leagues, and lies ditectly in the mouth 
„„ buy... 8 
FSi. Peters and Miquelon thus fituated in the mouth of the 
bay of Fortune are as it were calculated for carrying on a 
te clandeſtine trade, which will in all human probability be 
„% 
There are many fine harbours in the bay of Forrune, 
« particularly harbour Britain, where the whole navy of Eng- 
and may ride in ſafety, and where the fiſhery is now 
„ carried on in ſummer and winter with good ſucceſs, and no 
« ſhips can go in or out of this bay without being ſeen by 
* the French V́oꝶfßf;ß - 


in Ss. Peters, or Miquelon.” _ Ts” 
Jo this it may be added that the ifland of St. Peter is __ = 
fituated at the North Weſt point of the great bank of that - MR 
name, and Miguelom lies on the North Eaft fide of the widows. oY 
One of the deſigns of France from the beginning of the 
negotiation in 1761, I apprehend, was under pretence that 
an iſland, or other port, was neceſſary as a place of ſhelter for 5 
N the French veſſels, that were to enjoy the liberty of fiſhing 
5 within certain limits to be aſſigned, which liberty in its nature 
| was to be held in common with the Brizifþ ſubjects, to ob- 
tain not only an additional fiſhery, but one that ſhould be 
Rep f moreover. | 
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moreover wholly or chiefly excluſive, with the ſovereignty .and 
propriety of ſuch iſland, or port, put under as few reſtrictions 
as poſſible. - This deſign, I think, plainly appears in the 
courſe of the negotiation contained in her Hiſtorical Memo- 
rial, compoſed by the order of the king, ſigned, © Le Duc de 
Choiſeul,” and publiſhed at Paris in that year; and for 
the better underſtanding of all the proceedings relating to the 
fiſhery in general, as well as to the point of ſhelter in parti- 


cular, I ſhall collect and inſert from it ſuch parts as reſpect 


this ſut ect. In the obſervations on the Brizi/h memorial of 
the 17% of June 1761, page 26, of the Engliſb tranſlation, it 
is ſaid, © Before a memorial of propoſitions was ſent in form 
16 the court of London, his majeſtys miniſter, entruſted to 
« confer with Mr. Stanley, gave him previous aſſurances of 
* the ſacrifices which his majeſty had reſolved to make. He 
authorized him to write word, that France would guaranty 


< the poſſeſſion of Canada to England, provided that England 
would reſtore to the king the iſland of Cape Breton, and 
confirm the right of the French to fiſh, and dry their fiſh, 


* in the gulf of Sr. Laurence, upon the coaſt, and in the 
illand of Newfoundland. As the iſland of Cape Breton, if 
* fortified, might afford Exglaud matter of jealouſy, the 


French minilter told Mr. Stanley that the king engaged to 


«« deſtroy all the fortifications 0 fe might remain in that 


_ * iſland, and not to erect any new ones upon any pretence 


" whatever, the port of Lowſbourg being to be conſidered 
„only as a ſhelter for the fiſhermen in the gulf of Sr. Lau- 


© rence, and on the coaſt of Newfoundland.”--- m_ 1 little 
after, The anſwer from England arrived the 30% June. 
* Stanley had a conference with the duke % Choiſeul 


« reſpecting 45 anſwer; and in the courſe of that conference 
ce he ſtarted three difficulties on the part of his court. The 
« firſt concerned Cape Breton. England abſolutely refuſed 
« to cede that iſland to France, even upon the condition that 
no r eſtabliſhment whatever ſhould be kept on foot 

* there 


* 


* 
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<« there. Mr. Stanley intimated that his court had no in- 
« tention of reſtoring any iſland or port in the gulf of &. 
Laurence, or within reach of that gulf, He added that 
* England would make no difficulty of allowing the liberty 
of fiſhing and drying the fiſh on the ſhores of Vewfaund- 
land; but that this would be granted on condition that 
* Dunkirk was demoliſhed, as it was ſtipulated to have been 
by the treaty of Utrecht. and Page 27. The liberty 
« of fiſhing, and the ſhelter without fortifications, was the 
« compenſation for the ceſſion of all Canada, and of the 
« guaranty which France offered to make to England of that 
* conſiderable part of North America.” The French me- 7 
morial .of the 15" of July contains the following demand, 
page 29, Fourthly, that the liberty of fiſhing, and of dry- 
ing their cod-fiſh on the banks of Vewfoundland, may be 
confirmed to the French as heretofore: and as this con- 
* firmation would be illuſory if the French veſſels had not a 
« ſhelter in thoſe parts appertaining to their nation, the king it 
* of Great Britain, in conſideration of the guaranty of his ._ 
new conquelts, ſhall reſtore Je Royal, or Cape Breton, to be 
enjoyed by France in entire ſovereignty. It is agreed to 
« fix a value on this reſtitution, that France ſhall not, under f 
any denomination. whatever, erect any tortifications on the 
e j{land, and ſhall confine herſelf to maintain civil eſtabliſh- 
« ment there, and the port for the convenience of the fiſhing 
_ <« veſſels landing there. In © The anſwer of the Britiſh 
« court to the memorial of French propoſitions, 29% July 
« 1761,” and called © A paper. of articles to be delivered to 
« Mr. Stanley as the definitive propoſitions from the court of = 
«© Great Britain,” the firſt article runs thus, page 37. * His — 
« Britannic majeſty will never recede from the entire and total = 
« ceſſion on the part of France, without any new limits, or any 
e exception whatever, of all Canada and its appurtenances ;/ | 
« and his majeſty will never relax with regard to the full and 
ce compleat ceſſion on the part of France, of the iſle of Cape 
wy N e 


"> 
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t Breton, and of all the other iſlands in the gulf or in the 
« river of St. Laurence, with the right of fiſhing which is in- 
« ſeparably incident to the poſſeſſion of the aforeſaid coaſts, 
« and of the canals or ſtreights which lead to them.” And 
the fourth declares, © Dunbirb ſhall be reduced to the con- 
« dition in which it ought to have been after the treaty of 
« U7;recht, without which no peace can be concluded; and 
upon that condition only can his majeſty ever conſent to 
« enter on the conſideration of the demand which France 


© has made, viz. The reſtitution of the privilege granted by 


« the thirteenth article of the faid treaty, with certain limi- 


© tations, and under certain reſtrictions, for the ſubjects of 
France to fiſh and dry their fiſh on part of the banks of 
* Newfoundland.” It is obſerved in the Hiſtorical Memorial, 


page 39, that, The firſt article of this ſketch entirely de- 
« prived the French of the liberty of fiſhing for cod; and the 
« demolition of Dunkirk required in the 4" article only re- 
ce ſtored this liberty in part, with certain limitations, and under 
ce certain reſtrictions which were not explained.” The firſt 


article of the Ultimatum of France in reply to that of Eng- 


« and of zw of Auguſt, 1761, which was remitted to the 
duke de Choiſeu! by Mr. Stanley, contains the following 


* words, page 40,---With regard to the fiſhery in the gulf of 


&« Ft. Laurence the king means to maintain the immemorial 
« right which his ſubjects have of fiſhing in the ſaid gulf, and 
ce of drying their fiſh on the banks of /Vewfoundland, as it 


© was agreed by the treaty of Utrecht. As this privilege 


would be granted in vain if the French veſſels had not ſome 
« ſhelter appertaining to France in the gulf, his majeſty pro- 
cc poſed to the king of Great Britain the reſtitution of the 
ce i{land of Cape Breton; he again propoſes either that iſland, 


« or Ft. Jobn, or ſuch other port, without fortification, in the 


« gulf, or within reach of the gulf, which may ſerve the. French 


« as a ſhelter, and ſecure to France the liberty of fiſhing, 


« from whence his majeſty has no intention to recede.” And 
| R in 
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in the 4 article, page 47, it is ſaid, “ According to the 
« treaty of Utrecht, the demolition of Dunkirk was not aſſented 
© to as a compenſation for the liberty of drying codfiſh on 
the banks of Vewfoundlond; it is the ceſſion of Newfound- 
« [and on the part of France which is the ground of that 
t compenſatian : but the king to teſtify to all Europe his ſin- 
« cere deſire of peace, and to remove all abſtacles which the 
ce enemies to peace may throw in the way, authorizes his 
« miniſter at London to negotiate concerning the ftate of 
& Dunkirk, ſo ſoon as a convenient port ſhall be agreed upon 
«mn the gulf of S. Laurence, or within reach of the gulf, 
« which ſhall be ceded to France, to ſerve as a ſhelter for her 
ce fiſhing veſlels.” 


In the Hiftorical Memorial, page 46, it is obſerved that 
The king ordered M. Buffy by the inſtructions which were 
« ſent to him with the Ultimatum, to agree to the ceſſion of 
“Canada in the full extent which England deſired it, fo that 
© the fifhery on the coaſt and in the gulf of St. Laurence was 
e maintained to France, and that England would appoint a 
<« port in that part which might be ſubject to the ſovereignty 
« of his majeſty, and ſerve the French fiſhermen for a ſhelter. — 
ce and his majeſty made the ſacrifice of Dunkirk in compen- 
<« {ation of the ſecurity of fiſhing in the gulf of &, Laurence - 
ce jn favour of his ſubjects. Mr. Pitt in his letter to M. 
Buſſy, Auguſt 15, page 48, ſays - it belongs therefore, 
« Sir, to Europe to judge whether this is the court which has 
et ſhewn an averſion to peace, or whether it is not that which 
« after ſo many variations and delays on her part arbitrarily 
cc continues to inſiſt on objects in America which we have a 
& right to by the Us poſſidetis, and which would make a direct 
attempt on the eſſential rights of our conqueſts of Canada 
« and its appurtenances in the gulf of &. Laurence. In 
«The anſwer of England to the Ultimatum of France, re- 
« ceived the 1* of September,” it is faid in the firſt article, 
age 50. The king will not deſert his claim to the entire 
„ N 2 88 
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and total ceſſion of all Canada and its dependencies, with- 


out any new limits or exceptions whatever; and likewiſe 
ijnſiſts on the compleat ceſſion of the iſland of Cape Breton, 
« and of the other iſlands in the gulf and river of St. Laurence.” 
TD he fourth article, page 51, is thus en The im- 

portant privilege granted by the 130 article of the treaty 
* of Utrecht under certain limitations and reſtrictions to the 
ſubjects of France for fiſhing and drying their codfiſh on a 
* certain part of the banks 15 Newfoundland has not been 


* 


refuſed by Great Britain, but connected with a reciprocal 
ſatisfaction on the part of France with regard to the indiſ- 


* 


penſable object of Dunbirb, which the king has required, 
and ſtill requires: it is therefore on condition that the town 
* and port of Dwzkirk ſhall be put in the condition it ought 


| * to have been in by the laſt treaty of Aix la Chapelle, that 


« his majeſty conſents to renew to France the privilege of 


* fiſhing and of drying their fiſh by virtue of the treaty of 


be. 2 upon the aforeſaid diſtrict of Vewfoundland. 


As to the demand which his moſt Chri/tzars majeſty has. 
« farther made, that his ſubjects may fiſh in the gulf of $7. 
* Laurence, as alſo to have a port there without fortifications, 


c and ſubject to the inſpection of England, as propoſed on the 
part E's the duke de Choiſeul in his conferences with Mr. 


Stanley on that head, which port ſhould merely ſerve as a 


© ſhelter to the fiſhing boats of the French nation which ſhall 


land there; the king to manifeſt to his moſt Chriſtian ma- 
jeſty, and to the whole world the fincerity of his intentions 
69 N. regard to peace, will conſent,” _ 
To grant the French ſubjects the privilege of fiſhing 
in Shs gulf of St. Laurence upon this expreſs condition, that 


1 


o 


is to ſay; that the ſaid French ſubjects ſhalt abſtain from 


that particular fiſhery on all the coaſts appertaining to Great 
his Britain, whether on the continent or on the iſlands ſituated 
in the ſaid gulf of Sr. Laurence, which fiſhery the pro- 
8 3 only of the ſaid coats have conſtantly enjoyed and 

«© always 
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« always exerciſed; faving always the privilege granted by 
the 13" article of the treaty of Crrecht to the ſubjects of 


France, to fiſh and dry their codfiſh on a. part ſpecified on 
the banks of /Vewfoundland, which privilege is propoſed to 
 * be renewed d . TSS TR 
2. The king will conſent to cede to his majeſty the iſle 


# 


of St. Pierre with its port, which iſle with reſpect to that 


part of Newfoundland ſituate between the bay of Placentia 
and the bay of La Firtune, ſtands eaſt ſouth eaſt, and its 
port opens towards the north eaſt, the interior part of which 
* port is called Baurgway; the iſle of St. Pierre, which the 
* king is willing to cede, is divided by a little ſtreight from 


© another iſland known by the name of Maguelon, or of 


* Michelon, which lies to the north of the faid' iſle of Sz. 
« Ferre. | 5 1 

Jo the ceſſion of the ſaid iſle, as above mentioned, his 
© majeſty annexes four indiſpenſable conditions. 

1. That France, on no pretence, nor under any denomi- 
nation whatever, ſhall erect any fortifications, either in the 
* faid iſle, or in its port, and that ſhe ſhall not keep any 
* troops there, nor maintain any military eſtabliſhment what- 
© ever.” . 1 
2. That the ſaid iſle and the ſaid port ſhall only ſerve as 
* a ſhelter for the fiſhing veſſels of the French nation, and 


e that France ſhall not ſuffer the veſſels of any other nation 


„ whatever to partake of the convenience of this ſhelter for 
the fiſhing boats. FTC ²˙ on 
3. That the poſſeſſion of the iſle of St. Pierre as aforeſaid, 


e ſhall not be conſtrued in any cafe to confer, tranſmit, or 


participate in any manner whatever the leaſt right or power 


& of fiſhing, or of drying codfiſh, in any part of the coaſt of 


*« Newfoundland beyond the diſtrict expreſsly ſtipulated and 
fixed for that purpoſe by the 13® article of the treaty of 
* Utrecht, that is to ſay, a laco Cap Bonaviſta:muncupato, uſque 


* ad extremitatem ejuſdem inſule ſeptentriomalem, — a 
„„ ry „ Hats. 
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5 < latus occidentale recurrends E ad locum Point riche ap- 


* | 
That in virtue of the ceſſion of the aid iſland as afore- 

60 aid an Engliſh commiſſary ſhall be allowed to reſide there, 
and the commander of the Britiſb {quadron at Vewfoundland 


* ſhall be at liberty from time to time to inſpect the faid iſle 


* and the ſaid port, to ſee that the ſtipulations 4 expreſſed 
«are 0 0 obſerved.” The Earth article of le The 
* laſt memorial of France to the anſwer of England, September 
„g, contains the following paſſages, page f 
* fourth article of the anſwer includes variety of objects, each 


of which requires a particular explanation,” 


© England always endeavours to connect the liberty of fiſh- 
ing, and of drying the fiſh on part of the coaſt of Ve- 
yy the Kren [/] article of the treaty 

of Utrecht, with the ninth article of the ſame treaty, which 


< ſtipulates the demolition of Dunkirk; it is given in anſwer 
* to England for the fourth and laſt time, that thoſe two 


* ſtipulations of the treaty of Utrecht have nothing in com- 


mon between them, ok that they are both comprized in 


the faid treaty, and that the ao expreſſed in favour 


* of the French in the thirteenth article of that treaty is a 


57 „ een for the uoeſlivu of Newfoundland and Anna- 
Polis Royal, made on the part of France to En gland by the 

" welk and thirteenth articles of the ſame treaty. And, 
age 57- 
«* As to the fiſhery and the drying of fiſh on the banks of 


„ Newfoundland, be king requires that the thirteenth article 


ol the treaty of Utrecht be confirmed by the preſent treaty.” 
Concerning the condition propoſe by England, with 
c reſpect to the liberty of fiſhing in the gulf of Sz. Laurence 
« France agrees, that Rinks eg port of Newfumdland ſpeci - 
ce fied by the thirteenth article of the treaty of Urrechz, the 


[7] By miſprint, or ache evident mentioned inſtead of the thirteenth. 
miſtake, the fifteenth article is here 
CC French 
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French (unleſs in caſe of aceidents) cannot land on the coaſts 
appertaining to the Engliſh in the gulf of Sv. Lauronce, 
„ whether to dry their fiſh, or to ſpread their nets on the ſaid 
e coaſts; but without theſe two exceptions the French ſhall 


be at liberty to fiſh, without moleſtation, in all parts of the 


* ſaid gulf of Sr. Laurence.” as 15 
With reſpect to the ceſſion of the iſland of Sr. Pierre, the 
* ſmallneſs of that iſland, and its ſituation near Plaiſante, 


make the king of opinion that ſuch a ſhelter will be illuſory, 


and will rather ſerve to breed conteſts between the two na- 


* tions, than to procure the accommodations for the fiſhery of 


the French ſubjects.” +. 

The king fad required the iſle of Cape Breton, or the 
* iſland of $S:. John; his majeſty had even reſtrained him- 
* ſelf to the little iſland of Concear, and now makes the fame 


% propoſition to his Britannic majeſty ; or if the king of 
* England, for reaſons unknown to France, cannot agree to 
* the ceſſion of the iſle of Concear, it is propoſed to add to the 


© ceſſion of St. Pierre the iſland of Maquelon or Michelon, two 
« iſlands, of which one, which is Sz. Pierre, is but three 
* leagues wide, and Michelon but two. However inconſider- 


e able theſe two ſettlemento may be, which do not properly 


make one, the king will accept of them, and will even ob- 


e lige himſelf, 1. That neither in one or the other iſland, or 
< in that of Conceau, if England cedes the latter, there ſhall be 
« any military eſtabliſhment ; France will only maintain a 
guard of fifty men to enforce the police, which it will be 


« neceſſary to maintain in thoſe iſlands. 


2. * As far as poſſible, conſidering the weak guatd of the 


« police, the king will prevent all foreign veſſels, even Engliſb, 
nne ⏑ on 
3. © France does not pretend to fiſh and dry their fiſh on 
« the coaſt of Newfoundland, but in purſuance of the ſtipula- 


tion of the 13® article of the treaty of Urrechy, provided — | 
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< be underſtood that the French may fiſh and dry their fiſh | 
on the coaſts of St. Pierre and Michelon.” 

4. © Laſtly the king allows that an Engliſh commiſihry 
* bal be reſident in the ſaid ifland, to be witneſs to the 

6 punctuality with which the Ripulated condition of the treaty 
* ſhall be obſerved.” | 

The next ſtep taken by the Briziſh court after receiving 
this memorial was to recall Mr. Stanley, who made the 1 
cation neceſſary for his return on the 20". 

In the Hiſtorical Memorial, page 59, it is ſaid, They 755 
French] = agreed that the liberty of fiſhing in the gulf of 5. 
„Laurence, and upon the banks and coaſts of Newfoundland, 
“ ſhould be the compenſation for the demolition of Dunkirk. 
They accepted the ceſſion of the iſle of Sr. Pierre on con- 


„ ditions more than burthenſome : the union of Michelon to 


« t. Pierre was of the leaſt conſequence, and the duke de 


«© Choiſeul even aſſured Mr. Stanley that ſuch a ceſſion would 
% not be infilted on.” 


It is true the king rejected the inſpection of the Engl 22 
** admiral, and that his majeſty was reſolved rather to "efoſe 
«the poſſeſſion of St. Pierre, than to agree to ſuch an in- 
ol ſpection, which was uſcleſs Ls the maintaining the ſtipula- 
tion of the treaty, and injurious to the dignity of the French 
7 * nation, as that condition ſeemed to be propoſed only with a 
view to manifeſt, on the part of England, an ill timed ſupe- 
e riority.“ Laſtly, in the 624 page it is ſaid, © His majeſty 

ce propoſed that the right of fiſhing and of drying their fiſh on 


ce the coaſt and on - banks of MVewfoundland ſhould be 


« confirmed to France, and on that condition ſhe conſented to 
ce the demolition of Dunkirk,” | 

From theſe extracts, whereby the whole negotiation FRY 
ing the fiſhery may be ſeen at one view, it appears that the 
fiſhery on the northern part of \Vewfoundland, extending from 
cape Bonaviſia on the eaſtern fide, and point Riche on the 
weſtern, to the northernmoſt point of the iſland, granted to 


France 
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France by the Utrecht treaty, and the fiſhery in the gulf in 


general, were the only fiſheries which France demanded 


during the courſe of the negotiation, from its commence- 


ment to the delivery of her laſt memorial. This, I conceive, 
is worthy of particular notice That for the ſake of theſe two 
fiſheries the ſhelter was during this courſe demanded and in- 
ſiſted on, as neceſſary to their enjoyment --- That France 
having preſſed this neceſſity, by the anſwer of England to the 
ultimatum of France, his Britannic majeſty conſented to cede 


to the French king the iſland of St. Peter, with its port, for 


that purpoſe,” upon certain expreſs and indiſpenſable con- 


ditions, containing apt and effectual proviſion for confining - 


this iſland with its port at all times to the ſole uſe of the 


ſhelter demanded--- That France hereupon, by her next and 


laſt memorial, neither accepted the offer made to her, nor con- 
fined herſelf to the point of ſhelter; but after objecting to 


the ſmallneſs of the iſland of Sz. Peter, not to its port, and 


to its ſituation with reſpect to Placentia, and mentioning her 
propoſals of other il: 
St. Peter the iſland of Miquelon: then ſpeaking of theſe 
iſlands as two inconſiderable ſertlements, declares that ſhe will 


accept of them; and afterwards, that ſhe does not pretend 
to faſh and dry their fiſh on the coaſt of Vewfoundland, but 


in purſuance of the ſtipulation of the 13. article of the 
« treaty of Utrecht, provided it be underſtood that the French 
% may fiſh and dry their faſh on the coaſts of Sz. Pierre 
« Michelon.” $0 that France now, departing from the tenor 


nd ſpirit of all the prior negotiation, propoſed to obtain two 


iſlands for two ſettlements, and two faſheries to be carried on 
upon theſe iſlands, inſtead of one ſhelter or port, to which her 
fiſhing veſſels employed in the two aforeſaid fiſheries demand- 


ed in the preceding parts of the negotiation might retire in 


caſe of need. 


For the better underſtanding the point of ſhelter, with the 


was 


ds, propoſed to add to the ceſſion of 
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was carried on at Newfoundland many years before any ſettle= 
ment was made there— that by the law of humanity or natural 

a juſtice, ever chearfully obſerved by the Brizyh government, 
the veſſels belonging to the ſubjects of any prince in amity, 

when in diſtreſs, have a right to come into the Britiſb ports 
for ſafety and ſuccour - that the fiſhery on the north part of 
Iewfoundland, granted to France by the treaty of Utrecht, is 
the ſole fiſhery for which ſhelter, by the French memorial of 
the 1 5 of July 1761, was required. By this fiſnery France 
has been chiefly enabled to ſupply foreign markets; and with 
regard to the ſhelter pretended to be neceſſary to it, it may 
be conſidered, that all the fiſh, whether caught by boats or 
large veſſels, is dried, cured and prepared to be ſhiped in 
harbours or bottoms of deep bays, which are in themſelves 
places of ſhelter to the fiſning veſſels · that by the treaty the 
ſubjects of France were not to reſort to the iſland of Vew- 
foundland beyond the time neceſſary for fiſhing and drying 
of fiſh — that cape Bonaviſta lies at the diſtance of about 483 
miles from the harbour of Lowſbourg in Cape Breton, the 
iſland propoſed by this memorial as a place of ſhelter for this 
fiſhery, and point Riche lies at the diſtance of about 342 miles 
from the ſame harbour --- that the iſlands of St. John and 
Canſo lye at ſtill farther diſtances. And with reſpect to the 
fiſhery in the gulf, which was to be allowed to France, for 
the ſake whereof ſhelter was alſo demanded, it may be ob- 
ſerved that as all the iſlands and lands in and near the gulf 
were to be retained by Great Britain, the fiſh caught there by 
the French ſubjects, in order to be dried and cured, of neceſſity 
was to be carried to ſome of thoſe harbours in Vewfoundland, 

. to the uſe whereof they had good right by the Uzrech treaty--- 
that from the nature of this fiſhery, and its connection with 
the other, their annual duration muſt be the ſame — that the 
moſt defirable place of ſhelter for the French veſſels fiſhing in 
the gulf, if attainable, muſt be ſuch harbour in Newfoundland 
as they made uſe of for curing their fiſh, this being the ſeat 
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of their connections during the fiſhing ſeaſon, and where they 


might unlade, in order to be cured, ſuch quantity of fiſh as 
they ſhould have on board when compelled to ſeek ſhelter, 


whereas upon their going to any of the iſlands propoſed by 
France for ſhelter, ſuch iſland according to the negotiation 
being to be confined to the ſole uſe of ſhelter, they could not 
there unlade their fiſh, and have it dried and cured, but in 


' courſe muſt afterwards carry it to the harbour where they 
carried their other fiſh, and put it likewiſe into the hands of 


their ſhore men to be cured--- that nevertheleſs in ſome caſes 


the French veſſels fiſhing in the gulf might be obliged to bear 


away to the ſouthward for ſhelter, and in ſuch caſe a port 
wherein they could be aſſiſted by their countrymen might be 


more deſirable than a Britiſb port: but conſidering that the 
fiſhery upon the coaſts of the iſlands and of the continent was 


to be retained by Great Britain, as well as the lands, and that 


there are but few fiſhing banks in the gulf, and thoſe not 


large, it appears to me that the veſſels who ſhould have ſought 
ſhelter in any of the places propoſed, where they could find 


nothing elſe, would not have been many; and I am inclined 
to think that if the iſland of Sr. Peter had been accepted 


upon the conditions annexed the Britiſh commiſſary during a 


whole fiſhing ſeaſon would have ſeen but few veſſels come 


thither out of the gulf for ſhelter, and not one from the fiſhery 


on the northern part of Newfound/and ;- and it is to be ob- 


ſerved that France made no objection to the ſituation of this 
iſland with reſpe& to either of theſe fiſheries. As to her 
objection to the ſmallneſs of the iſland it appears to me ut- 
terly groundleſs, conſidering that what was to be granted to 

her was a port for mere ſhelter, and the objection to its near- 
neſs to Placentia, which ſhe in no wiſe explains or enforces, 


I cannot diſcover any foundation for. And furthermore let 


it be remembred that although France by her laſt memorial 


allowed that an Engliſb com miſſary ſhould be reſident in 


the ſaid iſland, to be witneſs to the punctuality with which 
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the ſtipulated condition of the treaty ſhould be obſerved,” 
yet by her Hiſtorical Memorial it is declared that the king re- 
jected the inſpection of the Engliſh admiral, and that his 
majeſty was reſolved rather to refuſe the poſſeſſion of St. 
Pierre than to agree to ſuch an inſpection, thereby plainly 
enervating her former pretenſions, that a port of ſhelter was fo 
neceſſary to her enjoyment of the liberty of fiſhing that the 
grant thereof would be illuſory without it; and it is alſo to 


be remembred that in the Hiſtorical Memorial it is further 


declared by France that, the union of Miquelon to St. Pierre 
* was of the leaſt conſequence, and the duke de Choiſeul even 
<« aſſured Mr. Stanley that ſuch a ceſſion would not be inſiſt- 
* ed on For my own part, after giving the beſt conſidera- 


tion in my power to every thing that has occurred to me 


relating to this matter, I have not been able to diſcern the 
ſufficiency of the reaſon for granting the ſovereignty and pro- 


perty of the port of ſhelter which was to be enjoyed by France 
together with, and for the ſake of the liberty of fiſhing in 


other places, that i is, in other words, why the principal, the 
liberty of fiſhing, ſhould draw after it an acoeſſory or atten- 
dant of fo far ſuperior and nobler a nature as that of ſove- 


reignty with propriety, and why granting the uſe of a par- 
ticular port, which ſeems more analogous to the liberty of 


fiſhing, ſhould not in the nature and reaſon of the caſe 
ſuffice. 

The nature operation and effects of the et of the 
iſlands of Sr. Peter and Miquelon made to France by the fixth 


article of the treaty come next in courſe to be conſidered, 


but of which I find myſelf unable to ſpeak with defirable 
certainty; nevertheleſs I ſhall briefly obſerve, That theſe 
iſlands are ceded in full right; wherefore the queſtion is how 
far their uſe, and the rights appertaining to the dominion 
and property thereby acquired, are reſtrained by the ſubſe- 


quent matter---That this ceſſion is accompanied with an ex- 
preſs declaration that they are ** to ſerve as a ſhelter to the 


80 French 
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may be conſidered in other reſpects they do not, I conceive, 


amount to a condition that no other uſe ſhall be made of 


theſe iſlands; and whether their force conſidered apart be ſuch 
that the ample nature of the ceſſion is thereby contracted, 
limited, and wholly reſtrained to the purpoſe of ſhelter, as 


they contain no expreſs reſtriction thereof to this ſole uſe, I 
ſhould leave to abler judges, in caſe the matter entirely reſted 


here; but it is evident that the operation and effect of the 


ceſſion is not wholly to be determined by the words uſed on 


the part of Great Britain, without taking into conſideration 


the French kings engagement hereupon, the minds of both 


parties being united in each ſtipulation. The engagement is 


* them, but merely for the convenience of the fiſhery; and 


* to keep upon them a guard of fifty men only for the 
* police;” ſo that inſtead of being applied to the ſole uſe of 
Helter for the French fiſhermen, it is now declared theſe iſlands 


are to ſerve as a convenience for their fiſhery, whereby their uſe: 


is ſo far enlarged that I ſhall not take upon me to mark its: 
limits That the ceſſion of them being made in perpetuity a 
perpetual and effectual ſecurity touching their future ſtate 
and uſe ſeems very deſirable g That this ceſſion is accom- 

anied with no expreſs proviſion that an Engh/b commiſſary 


ſhall reſide on each or either of the ſaid iflands, or that the: 
commander of the Engliſh ſquadron at NVewfounaland ſhall be 


at liberty from time to time to n them, to ſee that the 


ſtipulations are punctually obſerved, nor any other mean of. 
information provided for that purpoſe ; wherefore I ſhall more: 


largely conſider the French kings engagement whereon ſo 


great dependance is placed. His moſt Chriſtian majeſty, 1 
NS a man of honour, and conſequently intended to 


fulfil his engagement when he entered into it; nevertheleſs. 


I can eafily conceive that even during his time theſe. iſlands. 


0 French fiſhermen.” Whatever the force of theſe words 


thus expreſſed, * And his ſaid moſt Chriſtian majeſty engages 
not to fortify the ſaid iſlands ; to erect no buildings upon 
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* who ought to be retained. 
The good, the wary, the moſt excellent emperour is fold m]. 
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may not be continued in their proper ſtate and uſe, conform 


able to the intent of the ceſſion, when I conſider the conduct 


of courts in general, and of France in particular. With re- 
ſpect to the former, all hiſtory proves that princes are frequently 
attended, and ſometimes ſurrounded, by thoſe who uſe every 
mean their imaginations can ſuggeſt to induce them to look 
at one or more, many or all, political objects through the falſe 
medium prepared for them with the greateſt art and dexterity, 
whereby deluſion often taking place of conviction their beſt 
intentions are rendered abortive, and different meaſures are 


adopted; and what Flavius Vopiſcus ſaid of the Roman em- 


perors in his time is not to be confined to any particular age 
or country, viz. © Four or five meet and conſult together 


© how they ſhall deceive the emperour : they declare what is to 


* be approved. The emperour, who is ſhut up at home, 


knows not the truth, his knowledge is wholly confined to 
their information; he appoints unfit perſons to be judges, 


c and removeth from the ſervice of the commonwealth thoſe 
In ſhort, as Dioclefian ſaid, 


And in caſe of the future im proper ſtate or uſe of theſe lands, 


the facts may be unknown to his moſt Chri/tian majeſty, or 


miſrepreſented to him; or ſome groundleſs pretence of wrongs 
done by the Engliſb ſt up as an excuſe or equivalent, or 
other reaſons 7 ſtate deviſed for the continuance thereof: 
but, to proceed to more certain matter, the paſt conduct of 


France, which will beſt enable us to judge of the future, the 
treaty of Paris cannot, I preſume, be held more obligatory 


than the treaty of Urrecht was, yet the manifold groſs viola- 


tions of the latter compelled us to enter into a war, which 


Im} Colligunt ſe quatuor vel quin- 


. - 
: 1 
— , r ah Nara rams ory D ray wr tre AT ne 


que, atque unum conſilium ad deci- 


piendum imperatorem capiunt: dicunt 
2 probandum ſit. 
do 


mi clauſus eſt, vera non novit: 
cogitur hoc tantdm ſeire quod illi lo- 


Imperator, qui 


1 
e eee e "7 8 7. 


quuntur : beit judices quos fieri non 
oportet, amovet a republica quos de- 
bebat obtinere. Quid multa? ut 
Diocletianus ipſe dicebat, Bonus, cautus, 
optimus venditur imperator. 


Vopi of eus in Aurdliavs. 
for 
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ſor ſome time was attended with ſo great diſaſters and dangers 
that it appears to me not unfit to be had in remembrance, 


in order to our future guidance and ſafety, as well as juſtice 


to thoſe who reſcued us from a ſtate of diſtreſs, and raiſed 
us to a ſtate of glory. And after fo general to mention a 
particular affair, I remember that when one of the moſt 
flagrant acts of hoſtility was committed in Nova Scotia, during 
the peace preceding the late war, if peace can be faid to ſubſift 
with ſuch hoſtilities, Mr. Piheus declared upon his word, 
not as a miniſter, but as a man of honour, that they had 
given no orders, for this proceeding; nevertheleſs France 
availed herſelf of the advantage gained by this outrage — That 


the attempts of France to explain away in effect her ceſſion 


of Mora Scotia, with their conſequences, rendered it v 


deſirable that her future ſtipulations ſhould be expreſſed in i 


the moſt clear, forcible, and preciſe terms; yet there is no 
expreſs ſtipulation on the part of France that the iſlands 
_ ceded ſhall in all future times continue in the ſtate and con- 
dition agreed upon, and be uſed for convenience of the fiſhery 
only, which with proper means of information' touching their 


continual ſtate and uſe might poſſibly have ſerved hereafter 
to prevent ſuch evalive and illaſory meaſures as were de- 


viſed and e by the French politicians reſpecting Mou 9 


Scotia: 
- There is an important queſtion ſtill remaining, that is whie 


80 of fiſhing the French have acquired by the ceſſion of 


Sk. Peter and Miquelon, the ſolution whereof I ſhall leave to 
others, after obſerving that according to my ſenſe of the 


matter they certainly have no right in the fiſhery lying off 
the South fide of the iſland of Meufoundland, faving what 


they may have obtained by their being! PRA there "yy this 


oeſſion. 
I have the W ed ws inform the Wander that in d 


quence of erke the French fiſhery by the late wars 


the Engl. jp _ as "_ encreaſed, and while wg. 
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in the plan of a naval empire is more fit for the conception 
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this have been aſſured that the colonies have lately . | 


in it 5000 men, and been informed, though with leſs cer- 


tainty, that the number of other Britif ſubjects lately em- 


ployed amounted to 20000 at leaſt: but I muſt proceed to 


mention an unpleaſing fact, which is that a ſcarcity. of fiſh 


has of late years taken place in ſome. parts of the fiſhing 


grounds. Peter Martyr fays that Sebaſtian Cabot found in 
the ſeas about the country which he named Baccalaos ſo great 


multitudes of big fiſhes called by that name by the inhabi- 
tants, that they as ſtayed his ſhips, whereas fiſh on 
ſeyeral banks Ro many Engliſh veflels uſed annually in 
times paſt to catch their fares of late years have been ſo ſcarce. 
that the fiſhermen have quitted them, and gone to other 


fiſhing banks. The conſequence of ſeveral parts of the 
paſture becoming bare, and of ſo many French fiſhermen now 
coming into it, I leave to time and the opinion of others. 


The beſt ex pedient for preſerving a plentiful and perpetual 
ſupply for Europe from this fiſhery that I have heard men- 


tioned would be to prevent all perſons from catching fiſh 


in the ſpawning time. A gentleman lately is, me 


that in the war which began in 1744 he bought a French 
prize fiſhing veſſel, on board of which were 20 tuns of ſpawn, 
or more, the intended uſe whereof was unknown to him ; 
and it need not be faid that in caſe this fiſhery had happily 


remained entire to its original owners the expedient afore- 


mentioned, or any other, might have been uſed with greater 
eaſe. 


All perſons | ſolicitous for the advancement of the common- 
weal with one conſent declare that a proper plan of public 


conduct, formed with wiſdom, comprehenſion and foreſight, 


and ſuited to the nature and condition of a ſtate, and its rela- 


tion to others, with ſuch ſubſequent alterations as ſpecial oc- 


caſions require, is eſſential to its laſting welfare. The noble 


figure which the American N entire would have made 
of 


lives by means of forces drawn 


duce their effects, I cannot forbęar pegol] 
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of others than the poverty of my deſcription — And thus 


whole, with its ſeveral diminutions, Rating the facts plainly as 
they came to my knowledge, and making in ale ſome 


few obſervations, which a regard for truth, juſtice, or the 


public welfare would not permit me to with-hold, I ſhall 
leave the merits and demerits of the perſons concerned in the 


matters I conſider that ſea force conſiſts chiefly 


of gallant Britiſh officers and excellent ſeamen have loſt their 


op 
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tains, and what numbers wi 


affairs loſe their lives by the fam mahl fo 


cauſes will pro- 


grief was encreaſed on he unding ak 


was ſhot with an 


arrow feathered from her own wing ; and that my cordial 
wiſhes for the future happy fortunes of my prince and country 


are accompanied with concern that after obtaining ſo many 
important victories, whereby the enemy was fo far enfeebled 


and diſarmed, and the ſources of her commerce and naval 
ſtrength brought into our poſſeſſion, there ſhould be prevailing 
reaſons for putting into her hands ſo large a portion of this 


great fountain of maritime power. 
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having ſet forth the original right of the Engliſʒ nation to the 


acquiſition, preſervation or diminution of this invaluable 
public treaſure to the determination of others, before quitting 
my ſubject only ſaying that when together with the preceding 
of ſeamen, 
and how large a part of the ſailors fighting the French fleets 
in paſt wars were raiſed up by this fiſhery, and what numbers 
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